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Recent URI LA Graduate Wins Boston Bridge Design Contest
Boston Society of Architects
NorthernAveContest@Boston.gov
The City of Boston and the Boston Society of Architects
invited the public to participate in an Ideas Competition
about the future of the Northern Avenue Bridge.
Mayor Martin J. Walsh joined Tamara Roy AIA, 2016 President
of the Boston Society of Architects/AIA (BSA), and close to
200 guests at a reception l at BSA Space to celebrate the
winners of the Northern Avenue Bridge Ideas Competition.
Launched in March as a partnership between the City of
Boston and the BSA, the competition spurred a robust
public conversation that inspired a host of innovative
ideas for the future of the bridge based on three key
themes: improving mobility, honoring history, and creating
destination.

SAVE THE DATE
COME CELEBRATE THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF RIASLA!
September 29th - OceanCliff, 65 Ridge Rd, Newport, RI - 5-9pm

The exchange of ideas generated 133 submissions, including
99 graphic designs and 34 essays. The call for written entries
was intended to encourage broad participation in the
competition, beyond those who have design expertise. A
sixteen-member jury was assembled by the City and the BSA
to judge the entries. Representing a diverse set of talents
and interests - from architects and designers, to artists,
preservationists, transportation advocates, and planners the panel took on the tough but exciting task of selecting
the award winning ideas.
"Because of the inclusive public visioning process, the jury
was given an opportunity to evaluate an incredibly broad
range of proposals," said Tamara Roy AIA. "The results,
together with a commitment to design excellence, will point
the way forward in bringing this corner of the city to life and
will ultimately give Boston the Northern Avenue Bridge it
deserves."
The Jury selected the four winners for graphic design
submissions including ""Northern Avenue Bridge Park,"
designed by University of Rhode Island Landscape
Architecture Graduate Rob Barella, ASLA.

The Designer’s Statement:
Old Northern Avenue Bridge is an industrial accomplishment of
its time. It spans Boston’s Fort Point Channel, connecting Fort
Point to Downtown Boston. Although it is currently in declining
condition, the bridge serves as one of Boston’s most important
industrial icons. This design provides a dynamic space for
visitor use and becomes a sculptural icon that represents the
history of industry in Boston.
Raising the bridge is the first step in adapting the structure
to become a usable park. This will increase access for boats
to pass while the center span is not open, and reduces direct
exposure to salt. The next step in adapting the bridge is
creating a series of interactive layers and terraces that add
interest to the space. Visitors will be able to experience the park
at various elevations, while also having closer access to the
water. This design has been programmed to accommodate
various uses from passive exercise, hosting performances and
shows, serving as a museum space, and providing access to
the water. The bridge will be aimed towards pedestrians and
cyclists, but also provide access to strictly emergency vehicles
only.
The Northern Avenue Bridge Park will serve as a destination in
itself, while also enhancing the surrounding contextual
Continued on page 12...
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Project has Woonsocket
students SMILE(s)
By Joseph B. Nadeau/ The Call
jnadeau@woonsocketcall.com
WOONSOCKET — After getting project help from a
University of Rhode Island landscape architecture graduate,
students at the Woonsocket Middle School this week
unveiled a new stone walkway on the grounds of their
school that even boasts motivational artwork.
Will Anderson of Cumberland, the URI landscape alum,
joined the middle schools students on Thursday to celebrate
the end of the project along with the SMILE (Science and
Math Investigative Learning Experiences program) teachers
and consultants who helped them envision it.
“I helped them complete it,” Anderson pointed out.
The students themselves did the work and just needed
some guidance on getting over the hurdles that had
stretched out the completion of the project after it was
initiated in 2014 as a SMILE program project.

Advocacy Day May 20th

RIASLA Chapter leaders on Advocacy Day meeting at
the State House
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RISD ASLA Awards 2016
Honor Awards
Yi Ning Ku came to the advanced placement MLA 2 program
at RISD with a background in art and painting and an undergraduate degree in horticulture and landscape architecture from National Taiwan University in Taipei, Taiwan. Her
professional experience includes working as a designer for
Old Farm Landscape Architecture Company in Taiwan and
interning at Landworks Studio in Boston where she worked
on projects at a variety of scales. In her work, Ms. Ku seeks
to amplify landscape phenomena in the service of evoking
memorable and emotional human experiences.
Zhuohui Li, known to her friends as Licia, came to RISD with
a Bachelor of Arts in Environmental Design from the Tianjin
University of Finance and Economics in Tianjin, China. Ms.
Li has interned at a variety of firms and institutes including
the Taiyuan Architectural Design and Research Institute, the
Spatial Information Research Studio at Tsinghua University
in Beijing, China, and more locally at Gale Associates in Weymouth, Massachusetts. Her work at RISD focused strongly
on the potential of landscape architecture to improve the
quality of life for resource challenged communities.

Merit Awards
Miss Jing Ling has Bachelor of Engineering in Landscape
Architecture from Hunan University, Hunan, China and has
just completed her MLA at RISD. Her work experience in
includes internships at ReMix Studio, Beijing, where she
worked on interdisciplinary projects with architects and
urban planners. At RISD she has been a Teaching Assistant
for Landscape Theory and for Urban Systems Design Studio.
Her thesis addressed the role of memorials in contemporary
civic landscapes.
Chanon Wangkachonkait has a BLA from Kasetsart Univeristy in Bangkok, Thailand and now a MLA from RISD.
His extensive work experience includes 5 years as a senior
landscape architect at SHMA, Bangkok and internships at
Lee Associates in Washington, DC and Mosbach Paysagistes
in Paris, France. He will be joining Field Operations in New
York later this summer. Mr. Wangkachonkait has a deep
interest the social benefits of landscape architecture. His
thesis addressed methods to improve urban conditions for
the homeless through innovative site design to mitigate
challenging thermal conditions in public urban spaces.

THE POSSIBILITIES
ARE ENDLESS.
Our team has been trusted
for over 40 years to
provide technical expertise
and project support in the
exploration of segmental
paving product options.
Optimizing color, ﬁnish,
texture and size, we have
what it takes to bring
your vision to life.

PROJECT: 100 Pier 4. Boston, MA
DESIGN: Mikyoung Kim
PRODUCT: Holland Premier™
Contact your Unilock Representative for samples, product information
and to arrange a Lunch & Learn for your team.

UNILOCK.COM 1-800-UNILOCK

Page 14 | July - August 2016 | RIASLA

Page 3 | May - June 2016 | RIASLA

UPCOMING EVENTS
August 15th at 8:30AM
Excom Meeting at BETA Group
6 Blackstone Valley Place - Suite 101 - Lincoln, RI
August 21st 10 am
RIASLA Bike Ride
South County Bike Trail meet at Train Station
Sept. 15th at 6pm
Excom Meeting at Gardner + Gerrish
151 Broadway - Suite 245 - Providence, RI 02903
Sept. 29th at 5pm - 9pm
RIASLA 30TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY
OceanCliff, 65 Ridge Rd, Newport, RI - 5-9pm
Oct. 6th at 6pm
Excom Meeting at RISD Bayard Ewing Building
345 S Main St, Providence, RI 02903

FGP
Nadene Worth
RI, MA, ME, VT, NH
800.430.6206 x1325
nadenew@landscapeforms.com
Designed by Francisco Gomez Paz

D E S I G N . C U LT U R E . C R A F T.

Send Us Your RIASLA Images
In celebration of RIASLA's 30th anniversary, the chapter logo
will include images spanning the last 30 years of activity,
members, and designs. The logo will evolve over the next
year to include images as we receive them from chapter
members like you, who can add to the collection by loading
your images to the following link: https://www.dropbox.
com/request/g64g0TWUhsLNPztbThVs or mailing them
to the following address: 248 Spring Street, Hope Valley, RI
02832 please include an envelope with a return address and
stamp if you would like to have the hard copies back."
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2016 Design Awards

Proud Olmsted Group Sponsor of RIASLA

Project Spotlight: Bridge House
Kate Field and Associates

Why Use A

“Bridge House” is a newly renovated, contemporary shinglestyle house on the coast of Rhode Island. The property
consists of a 2.4-acre lot in a quiet residential community
overlooking scenic Narragansett Bay. The landscape
scope included an overall update of the entire site and
reprogramming to provide a resort like environment
to meet the changing needs of a growing family while
being sensitive to the coastal buffer zone. The project was
completed in 2010.
All aspects of the design for the landscape were conceived
by the landscape architect. Our primary role was as a
consultant working directly with the client in developing
the site. The design process included site analysis, master
plan, schematic design, permitting, design development,
construction drawings, 3-D modeling, as well as full scale
detailing and mock-ups for all of the custom site amenities.
We worked collaboratively with the architect, interior
designers, contractors and the artists who created the glass
panels, pavers and the bronze shells.

Professional Engineer
for Irrigation on Your

Landscape Design?
Irrigation
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Hingham Middle School Athletic Complex
Hingham, Massachusetts

Civil Engineer: Pare Corporation

6

Landscape Architect: Birchwood Design Grou

rainwater harvesting systems, tanks, pumps,

The focus of the family was an active summer schedule with
friends and family filling the house. The large scale of the
bay, the nearby bridge and the open sky demanded wellproportioned spaces using materials that were sensitive to
the natural palette and sustainable in the constant breezes
and wind-born salt. In addition, there was an opportunity to
make the exterior spaces feel as well- furnished and gracious
as the interior spaces, with careful detailing, artwork, and
subtle, yet playful, lighting.
This design is significant because of the landscape
architect’s attention to detail and the use of artists and
artistry to create a place of natural beauty that feels like
home. The engineering of the adjacent bridge structure
served as inspiration for the design. New design territory
was broken in a short amount of time with elements such as
the bronze gas torches and the massive granite buttresses
and slab seats. The client desired a unique blend of
sophistication and resort-level luxury. The inspiration from
the surrounding natural environment pushed the designers
to envision every detail as a connection linking form to
function and back to the natural world.

wells,

electrical

water connections.
Aqueous

is

a

controls,

trusted

and

domestic

engineering

firm

providing a number of landscape irrigation
and water services to ensure that your vision

and the owner’s investment is sustained in
the long term.

C ontact us to set up a Lunch - a nd-- L earn at your office

29 River Street P.O. Box 4216 Andover, MA 01810

Michael Igo, PE, LEED AP, CID

Sarah Moseley, PE

President

Project Manager

mike@aqueousconsultants.com

sarah@aqueousconsultants.com

978.809.6420

978.846.5943

www.aqueousconsultants.com

Irrigation System Design ▪ Rainwater Harvesting System Design ▪ Water Feature Design
Master Planning ▪ Permitting ▪ Expert Services ▪ Construction Documentation ▪ Construction Administration
Licensed Professional Engineers ▪ LEED Accredited Professionals ▪ CertiƄed Irrigation Designers
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Bridge Contest Continued....
The Public Works Department is currently drafting a request
for proposals for the design of the future bridge that it
hopes to release in the coming months. The Northern
Avenue Bridge, which opened in 1908 and closed in
December 2014 due to concerns about its structural
integrity, is a steel three-span, triple-barreled, Pratt-type
through-truss bridge. During its lifetime, the bridge carried
automobiles, pedestrians, cyclists, and even train traffic for
the Union Railway for over 50 years.

Sage Receptacle: Patents pending.
Freesia Bench: US Patents D710,624 S;
D710,626 S; D711,175 S; D726,473 S;
D726,474 S; D727,669 S.
Canada 152499; 153910; 153911.

Keeping up appearances since 1962.
For over 50 years, Victor Stanley has designed, engineered, and manufactured timeless site furnishings so you can bring communities to life.
The Sage side-door litter receptacle joins contemporary and functional design with enduring strength. We engineered Sage to withstand ﬂexing and
distortion inherent in perforated sheet metal while keeping the design serviceable, long lasting, and attractive. Sage features two unique side-deposits,
a full interior steel frame, strong exterior panels formed from 11-gauge steel nested in solid-steel frames, and our signature friction-eliminating hinges.
Contact Charlene Vera at charlenev@victorstanley.com

V ICTOR STA N L EY.COM

Site Plan
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President’s Letter
Kelly Carr, ASLA
Hello everyone!
It’s been a very busy spring starting with National’s
mid-year meeting from May 18th through the 21st
in Washington DC. Anjali and I attended the (CPC)
Chapter Presidents Council meetings and Jenn Judge
attended the Trustees meetings. It was wonderful to
be with so many LAs from across the United States.
We shared information about running our chapters
and went to some great places for dinner! There
were some interesting presentations on Ensuring the
Legacy of the Profession, Membership Retention and Engagement to name a few.
The National organization did a notable job of informing us of the latest legislation
topics and how to make the most of our time with our representatives on Advocacy
Day. We are so lucky to have such great Legislators who support and care about
the same issues that we as Landscape Architects do! It is important for RIASLA to
following through with them here in Rhode Island and I encourage you to follow
and contact them, if only to just to say thanks!
Hot topics at Advocacy Day this year were:
The opposition of any legislation or amendments that limit integrated vegetation
management (also known as green infrastructure) in transportation projects. The
current H.R. 2606 Roads Not Roses Act will eliminate funding for green infrastructure in all transportation projects. June 3rd it was sent to the Subcommittee on
Highways and Transit. ASLA Lobbyists are working hard to make sure this doesn’t
pass.
The authorization and full funding of the National Park Service (NPS) Centennial
Challenge. ASLA supports the mission of the NPS “To preserve the national park
enterprise for the enjoyment, education and inspiration for current and future
generations”. NPS is facing a 2 billion deferred maintenance backlog and it’s critical
that they get the funding. 2016 is the National Parks 100th year! Join them in
celebrating their Centennial and raising awareness of our national treasures. Visit a
Park! If you’re 62 you can get a lifetime pass for $10. The Centennial Challenge bill
will include a proposed increase to $80 for a lifetime with $70 going to the Challenge. Information can be found at www.findyourpark.com .
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2015-2016
Rhode Island Chapter
American Society of
Landscape Architects
Executive Committee

Introducing Coronado

OLMSTED SPONSOR

President
Kelly Carr
kcarr@beta-inc.com
Past President
Megan Gardner, ASLA
megan@gardner-gerrish.com
President Elect
Anjali Joshi
anjalijoshidesign@gmail.com
Trustee
Jennifer Judge
gravellyhilldg@yahoo.com
Treasurer
Karen Beck
kbeck@commonwealth-eng.com
Secretary
Melissa Bagga
melissa@searledesigngroup.com
Coronado bench in honey bamboo and textured pewter.

Member at Large
Richard Sheridan
rsheridan@uri.edu
Rob Colonder
National Sales Manager

Member at Large
Kurt van Dexter
kurtvandexter@gmail.com

720.539.0997 cell

rob@anovafurnishings.com

In June the Chapter forwarded an email from Elizabeth Hebron, the Director of
State Government Affairs for the American Society of Landscape Architects, urging
us to fill out a survey to help formulate ASLA’s 2017-2018 federal legislative priorities, and guide Chapter legislative priorities and advocacy efforts. Thank you to
those who participated! We hope to also promote local Advocacy in the coming

Continued on page 10...

Member at Large
Domini Cunningham
dcunningham@beta-inc.com
Newsletter Liaison
Nathan Socha
nsocha@beta-inc.com

First and Lasting Impressions®
888.535.5005 | anovafurnishings.com
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President’s Letter Continued....
year with the formation of an Advocacy Committee. Melissa
Bagga, the new committee chair, will be attending the annual
Advocacy Summit in Indianapolis, IN, August 12-14.

1986 - 2016

30 EVENTS FOR 30 YEARS
Rhode Island Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects

Other important news to note is:
•

•
•
•

Speaking of celebrations, the RI Chapter is working hard
to finalize RIASLA’s 30th celebration on Thursday September 29th at Oceancliff in Newport at 5:00PM. SAVE
THE DATE!!
Additional events to look for later this summer are a continuation of the bike tours.
Next RIASLA ExCom meetings will be July 11th August
8th. They are open to all chapter members
We have openings on the Advocacy, Membership,
Emerging Professionals and Public Relations Committees.
Your involvement is important!

Make sure to keep updated with happenings and news at
www.riasla.org or please feel free to contact me at kcarr@
beta-inc.com.

MAR

NETWORKING

Preserving and Protecting
Trees in Urban Landscapes
Newport

RIASLA Bike Rides
Statewide

FILMS

Earth Day
Statewide

10 Parks That
Changed America
RISD - Providence
Providence

APR
FALL
CONFERENCE

FILMS

RIHPHC Conference
North Kingstown / Exeter

Jens Jensen
Documentary
Providence
Risd

MAY
LECTURES

LECTURES

URI Landscape Series
URI Kingston Campus

RISD Lectures
Providence
SPR & FALL

SPR & FALL
NETWORKING

EVENTS

RIASLA
Emerging Professionals
Statewide

DESIGNxRI
Providence

DEC

SPR & FALL

NETWORKING

EVENTS

Beach Walk - CRMC
Statewide

PARK(ING) DAY
Providence

JUL

SEP 24
SEPT
29

APR

EVENT

APR

QUARTERLY

RIASLA

PROGRAM

APR

Best regards and have a fun and safe summer!
Kelly Carr

Page
| May -- April
June 2016
2016 || RIASLA
RIASLA
Page
3 |7March

SEP
EVENTS

CONFERENCE

RIASLA 30th
Anniversary Party
TBD
OceanCliff Newport

ASLA Annual Meeting
Louisiana
NOV
OCT

EVENT

EVENTS

RIASLA Holiday Party
Newport

RI WILD PLANT SOCIETY
Statewide
TBD

Sponsors: Unilock, Victor Stanley, Aqueous Solutions and Anova
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Trustee’s Report
Jenn Judge, ASLA
National
Governance and Administration
Professional Practice VP Hunter
Beckham, FASLA, Manager Linette
Straus, ASLA, and Jamie Statter of
U.S. Green Building Council (USGBC)
were in Sacramento recently
meeting with several California state
representatives to discuss adopting
SITES® for the state. The discussions were positive with
follow-up actions already in process. In addition, all three copresented on SITES at ASLA chapter meetings in Sacramento,
San Francisco, and Los Angeles with great turnout.
Yesterday, EVP Nancy Somerville, Hon. ASLA, and Education
Director Susan Apollonio attended the seminar “Community
Resilience and the Role of Cooperation and Collaboration”
organized by the Netherlands Embassy. The seminar
focused on exchanging best practices when concerning
intergovernmental preparation and cooperation, evacuation,
and communication to more fully develop community
resilience to natural and man-made disasters.
EVP Somerville attended the Real Estate and Built Environment
(REBE) Association Chief Staff Officers Summit recently, which
focused on a review of issues concerning the real estate industry
and professional and trade associations, as well as the annual
REBE benchmarking study of organizational membership and
finances. Other issues discussed included resilience initiatives,
diversity and career discovery, cyber security, and a potential
collaboration to quantify and communicate the value and
impact of the real estate industry.
EVP Somerville attended the American Architectural
Foundation Accent on Architecture Gala on May 26, where she
had the opportunity to talk SITES, Chinatown Green Street,
community design, and stormwater with USGBC leadership,
National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) Chairman Jane Chu,
NEA Design Director Jason Schupbach, Secretary of the Fine
Arts Commission Thomas Luebke, and former Charleston
mayor Joseph P. Riley Jr., Hon. ASLA, among others.
Finance and Meetings
The number of ASLA 2016 Annual Meeting and EXPO
registrants has climbed to over 1,000 in the fourth week of
registration, keeping pace with our numbers from Chicago last
year.
Last week Director DePass attended the Marriott Masters Global
Exchange and the PCMA Education Foundation Partnership
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Summit in Georgia were she engaged with other senior level
meeting professionals, hotel executives, convention and
visitor’s bureau leaders, and supplier partners for four days
of education and networking around the latest meeting
industry changes and trends, new technologies, challenges,
and innovations, including Marriott’s acquisition of Starwood
Hotels and what that will mean for future ASLA meetings.
Education and LAAB
A request to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) for landscape architecture to be added its list of STEM
Designated Degree programs was submitted last week. DHS
confirmed receipt of the request; however, they could not
confirm how long the review process will take.
Professional Practice
Manager Shawn Balon, ASLA, facilitated a session during the
National Endowment for the Arts Nature of Communities:
Parks and Creative Placemaking Colloquium, led by the Trust
for Public Land and The City Parks Alliance, held in Philadelphia
June 2-3. The session focused on best practices and marketing
to communities when discussing creative placemaking.
Coordinator Ali Hay attended the Smart Growth Network
Partners Meeting at the International City/County
Management Association (ICMA) in Washington, D.C. Topics
covered in presentations included: economic diversification
and coal-reliant communities by EntreWorks Consulting and
growing economic health in Fort Collins, CO. Hay provided
ASLA updates to the group about Advocacy Day, the annual
meeting, and collaboration with the Trust for Public Land and
City Parks Alliance on the Creative Placemaking Colloquium.
Government Affairs
Recently, ASLA worked with The Nature Conservancy,
the American Society of Civil Engineers, and other water
resources organizations to include language in the manager’s
amendment to the Water Resources Development Act (WRDA)
(H.R.5303) that would promote the consideration of resilient
design and nature-based solutions in the planning, design,
construction, maintenance, and rehabilitation of U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE) water resource projects. ASLA
reached out to several House Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee members urging them to support the language.
While the committee didn’t adopt the entire amendment,
it did adopt language to require the Secretary of Defense to
report to Congress on the use of natural and nature-based
eatures in USACE water resources projects, including flood risk
reduction, coastal resiliency, and ecosystem projects.
ASLA hosted its 2nd Quarter Advocacy Websummit in June,
where participants received tools and resources needed for
hosting successful in-district events with elected officials.
The guest speaker, Matt Stegman, Chief-of-Staff for Maryland

Trustee’s Report Continued....
State Delegate Maggie McIntosh, shared his tips for hosting
successful in-district events and how to build fruitful
relationships with state legislators. The Websummit also
include a summary of federal Advocacy Day 2016 and the
social media highlights.
ASLA sponsored a panel at the American Institute of Architects
convention entitled Building Resilience: Redefining Urban
Diversity. The panel, including Danielle Bilot, Assoc. ASLA,
examined how design influences human behavior in social
spaces and emphasized how diversity and collaboration on all
scales of life and design is a key to resilience.
Public Relations and Communications
The Student Awards Jury met last week at the Donovan
Hotel in Washington, D.C. This year 271 entries were received
compared to 326 last year. The jury awarded 22 of the projects,
including three for excellence. They also discussed the
declining submissions and possible avenues to better promote
participation
Bill Kuhl, FASLA, has expressed his intention of stepping down
as ASLA representative to the ACE Mentor Program board. Kuhl
has expressed concern with the perceived lack of member
involvement. How to better work with ACE has been added to

the Diversity Summit agenda and to the talking points for this
year’s general session panel on diversity at the annual meeting.
Member and Chapter Services
The Emerging Professionals Committee met via conference
call to continue working on their 2016 projects including
developing chapter tools and content for ASLA.org.
Local
I was grateful to experience Advocacy Day with Kelly and
Anjali at our Midyear ASLA Meeting in Washington DC. I had
the opportunity to meet with Congressman Jim Langevin, staff
from Senator Sheldon Whitehouse’s office and Senator Jack
Reed’s office to request their assistance in urging Congress
to oppose any legislation or amendments to limit vegetation
management in transportation projects.
PARKing Day preparations are underway. Mark your calendars
for September 16th PARKing Day 2016!
Check out the Providence PARKing Day website for parklet
locations and to sign up. https://parkingdaypvd.org/ Be sure to
swing by our Facebook page too! https://www.facebook.com/
parkingdaypvd/

