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Let’s grow Urban Agriculture!
By Megan Gardner, ASLA
These days, I’m finding satisfaction with the simple things. The
power of the sunrise on a cold winter morning, the warmth of
a good cup of tea and the fascination in observing a tiny seed
disappear into the soil and transform into a verdant, fragrant
food source right on my windowsill! Food is our lifeline and
cultivation of food transcends social, cultural, and economic
realms.
As we plow forward into the 21st century and face truths
such as 2.5 million more mouths to feed on planet earth
by 2050, what are we as Landscape Architects doing to
address food security issues? How can we as professionals
contribute towards the success of agricultural practices that
demonstrate environmental stewardship, social justice and
economic gain? How can edible landscapes become more
prolific within our urban fabric?
In the State of Rhode Island with a population of just over 1
million residents, field agriculture is a livelihood for many and
part of our heritage. Farmlands add cultural, environmental,
and aesthetic value to where we call home. Land Trusts and
Farmland Preservation Acts ensure the longevity of acreage
to remain in agricultural production however, this accounts
for less than 5% of our food supply according to preliminary
data gathered by the Rhode Island Food Policy Council and
others. Many RI farmers face economic hardships based on
Farm Bill legislation, high cost of land acquisition and other
factors too complex to address in this article. In addition, our
urban populations continue to grow and demand for local,
fresh foods continue to rise.
Many predict we are in trouble. As more people inhabit cities,
the question of food security weighs heavily on overall food
systems nationwide. Unfortunately, the general population
has become disconnected to our food supply. We live
complicated lives filled with myriad activities and choices
and often what we eat on a daily basis is compromised due
to lack of time to plan shop, and prepare for eating. Fast food
and snacking are popular and growing trends. As a result our
physical and mental health is suffering. What will it take to
affect change so that more value is placed on integration
of natural systems into our existing urban infrastructure to
create viable and sustainable cities of the future? How can

@Southside Community Land Trust
edible urban landscapes be both ecologically sound and
profitable to provide assured food security to more people?
So what is urban agriculture? In simple terms, it is the practice
of growing food in an urban or peri-urban environment. It
ranges from front stoop planters, neighborhood community
gardens to multi acre production farms geared towards
market distribution. Born out of the need for better access to
local healthy food sources, urban farming has grown steadily
since the 1970’s in part as a response to the detriment of
large scale industrial farm operations and the resultant
environmental degradations they produce. It is a vehicle for
people to build relationships and form community through
empowerment as they contribute towards a local food
system to ensure greater access to a supply of healthy food.
It is a way for people to reclaim their connections to nature
and to the simple art of eating.
Despite that urban farming is a growing trend, from a profit
margin standpoint, many farms struggle to compete in our
market economy. Due to shortage of available land, urban
farms often face constraints of growing food in smaller
footprints and operate with limited resources coming from
grant funding and reliant upon volunteer labor. In the
northeast, the growing season is limited by air temperatures
and nature is unforgiving in terms of extreme weather and
Continued on page 4...
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President’s Letter
Kelly Carr, ASLA
Hello Everyone!
Today it looks like old man winter is here in Rhode Island.
As I write this on February 13th, the weekend forecast is
for a wind chill of -20! A far cry from the 60 degree days
we had a few weeks ago. Fortunately the lengthening
days remind us that spring is around the corner. A
great way to immerse yourself in spring for a few hours
while becoming horticulturally inspired is to attend the
Spring Flower Show at the RI Convention Center. Thank you to the members that
manned the RIASLA booth February 18th to the 21st. There’s always next year if
you weren’t able to go.
A big thank you to sponsors; Bartlett Tree Experts and Anova and speakers: Kelby
Fite, Glynn Percival, Chris Fletcher, Chuck Carberry and the Preservation Society of
Newport for making the RIASLA event, “Collaborating with Arborists: Preserving
and Protecting Trees in Our Urban Landscapes” (March 5th at the Breakers Stable in
Newport, RI.) possible! Our Public Relations Committee chairman Jenn Judge did a
fantastic job organizing the event and is working on offering continuing education
credits. By the way, she can use some help with future events. Please contact her
gravellyhilldg@yahoo.com if you are interested. Any amount of time would be
appreciated.
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The March 3rd Executive Committee is coinciding with the University of Rhode
Island (URI) lecture series. Student members are/were invited to share questions,
needs, expectations and pizza before the lecture given by Toby Wolf. Meeting
minutes and Future URI lectures are posted on the RIASLA web site, riasla.org.

Treasurer
Karen Beck
kbeck@commonwealth-eng.com

Elena Pascarella emp@landscapeelementsllc.com Our Historic American
Landscapes Survey (HALS) representative is working with Richard Sheridan and
URI students on the documentation of Wilcox Park in Westerly, RI as part of the
2016 HALS challenge. Her goal is to document another landscape in 9 months.
Any ideas?

Secretary
Melissa Bagga
melissa@searledesigngroup.com

We as a Chapter welcome the commitment of anyone willing to help with the
teaching of the exam prep classes and thank Karen Beck and all of those who have
provided us with their time and knowledge to teach these classes. They are well
attended! Karen has organized and taught the classes for many years and is looking
to transition others into the roll. If you are looking for a rewarding experience that
benefits our profession, please contact Karen Beck at: KBeck@CommonwealthEng.com. It would be unfortunate if the LARE were to be discontinued.
To celebrate National Landscape Architecture Month RIASLA will be hosting a
social event and viewing of the PBS documentary premier “10 Parks That Changed
America”. It is the second of the new three-part series, 10 that Changed America,
scheduled to air on PBS on Tuesday, April 12, 2016, at 8:00 p.m. The documentary
highlights visionaries who transformed open canvases of land into serene spaces
that offer city-dwellers a respite from the hustle and bustle of urban life. Please
look for details in a future email and on the RIASLA web site.
Continued on page 6...
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30 EVENTS FOR 30 YEARS
Rhode Island Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects

MAR

PROGRAM

NETWORKING

Preserving and Protecting
Trees in Urban Landscapes
Newport

RIASLA Bike Rides
Statewide

FILMS

Earth Day
Statewide

10 Parks That
Changed America
RISD - Providence

APR
CONFERENCE

FILMS

RIHPHC Conference
North Kingstown / Exeter

Jens Jensen
Documentary
Providence

APR

MAY
LECTURES

LECTURES

URI Landscape Series
URI Kingston Campus

RISD Lectures
Providence
SPR & FALL

SPR & FALL
NETWORKING

EVENTS

RIASLA
Emerging Professionals
Statewide

DESIGNxRI
Providence

DEC

SPR & FALL

NETWORKING

EVENTS

Beach Walk - CRMC
Statewide

PARK(ING) DAY
Providence

JUL

SEP 24

APR

EVENT

APR

QUARTERLY

RIASLA

SEP
EVENTS

CONFERENCE

RIASLA 30th
Anniversary Party
TBD

ASLA Annual Meeting
Louisiana
NOV

EVENT

EVENTS

RIASLA Holiday Party
Newport

RI WILD PLANT SOCIETY
Statewide
TBD

Sponsors: Unilock, Victor Stanley, Aqueous Solutions and Anova
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Urban Agriculture Continued....

onset of plant disease and pest infestations. To address
these concerns, it is imperative to think outside the box for
solutions.
In her wonderful book Designing Urban Agriculture, April
Philips, FASLA provides case studies that demonstrate
successful edible landscapes following an ecologically based
integrative systems oriented approach. Her emphasis is
on systems thinking in both natural (ecosystem elements
including water, air and plants) and non-natural (including
people, structures and processes) systems which produce
more economically viable and sustainable cities. The premise
is that through systems thinking, where the whole is greater
than the sum of its parts, we can more readily solve problems
because individual components within the system are part
of the overall dynamic. Systems thinking embraces the
complexity of our urban centers and forces us to think in
terms of relationships, patterns and connections. Ecological
health begets human health but the missing link is still how
to develop these systems for economic viability. (Phillips
2013)
With this opinion in mind, how can Landscape Architects take
leadership in building a more sustainable food system? How
can we apply our unique skills and knowledge to help address
food security? What systems are we part of already and
how to make better connections to other existing systems?
Landscape Architects can become better advocates at the
local level and work towards updating zoning regulations
and planning policies that allow for urban agricultural
practices in current restricted land areas. We can help to
streamline efficiencies and promote easier access to water
supply, enriched soil and compost. We can really know our
local farmers and engage more with our communities – what
are their needs and visions? We can develop on site water
harvesting systems and additional compost generation. We
can test and develop greenhouse prototypes, support school

@ Sky Greens, Singapore

garden initiatives, and other farm to table initiatives that are
working to provide greater access to all urban citizens.
Still, land based farming will not be enough. There is a
growing sector of non traditional applications being tested
and practices world wide such as roof top farms, vertical
farms, and building integrated agriculture or indoor farm
models that use both natural and artificial light to grow food
in a totally controlled and monitored environment. These
farms are using hydroponic and aquaponic technologies
to grow food without soil consuming up to 95% less water,
while producing higher, faster yields. These models are
predicted as the future of food and could create an entirely
new industry that fits into the systems thinking model for
ecological, social and economic gain with local production,
processing, distribution, consumption and waste recovery
focused within our urban cores. I am eagerly watching these
applications and other solutions that I hope feature more
Landscape Architects as partners in improving our urban
food systems.

RIASLA Newsletter is published bi-monthly by
the Rhode Island Chapter American Society of
Landscape Architects
The newsletter will publish news of interest to Landscape
Architects and allied professions, including upcoming
meetings, awards, job opportunities and other
information.

Deadline May / June 2016 Issue is April 1

RIASLA reserves the right to edit or reject any submissions.
For advertising contact: kbeck@commonwealth-eng.com
Email news & ads to: nsocha@beta-eng.com
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We’re Bartlett Tree Experts,
a 100+ year old tree and
shrub company with global
reach and local roots.
Our services include:
•
•
•
•

FGP
Nadene Worth
RI, MA, ME, VT, NH
800.430.6206 x1325
nadenew@landscapeforms.com
Designed by Francisco Gomez Paz

D E S I G N . C U LT U R E . C R A F T.

Tree & Shrub Pruning
Cabling & Bracing
Fertilization & Soil Care
Insect & Disease
Management

FOR THE LIFE OF YOUR TREES.

Call 877.BARTLETT (877.227.8538) or visit BARTLETT.COM
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President’s Letter Continued....
These events are all part of RIASLA’s 30th Anniversary! Did you
know that there are 30 related events that you can partake
in? We are also putting together an Anniversary Banner
with past pictures and projects of RIASLA members that will
be displayed at events this year. Please see excerpts in this
newsletter for both and to see how to participate.

Graduate Certificate in Community Planning
Department of Landscape Architecture
University of Rhode Island

We welcome your thoughts, concerns suggestions or
questions. Please feel free to contact me at kcarr@beta-inc.
com or 781-255-7980 ext. 141.
Best regards,
Kelly Carr
President, RI Chapter ASLA

Send Us Your RIASLA
Images

RIASLA

30

th

In celebration of RIASLA's 30th
anniversary, the chapter logo will
include images spanning the last
30 years of activity, members,
and designs. The logo will evolve
over the next year to include
images as we receive them
from chapter members like you,
who can add to the collection
by loading your images to
the following link: https://
www.dropbox.com/request/
g64g0TWUhsLNPztbThVs or
mailing them to the following
address: 248 Spring Street, Hope
Valley, RI 02832 please include
an envelope with a return
address and stamp if you would
like to have the hard copies
back."

The University of Rhode Island offers a Graduate Certificate
in Community Planning beginning in Fall 2015 Semester.
URI Graduate Certificate in Community Planning provides
students advanced instruction and training in community
planning and development to address contemporary
planning challenges at different geographical levels in the
United States. The certificate focuses on the knowledge
of the principles and practices of community planning
and development, specifically in areas of land use and
environmental planning as well as urban design. The
graduate certificate offers the knowledge and technical skills
for those students interested in a career in governmental
planning agencies, private sector consulting and/or real
estate development companies as well as non-governmental
organizations (NGOs). Those who already practice in the
field and wish to enhance their skills and understanding
of the community planning and development issues are
also encouraged to consider the graduate certificate. The
total number of courses required to complete certificate
is five (15 or 16 credits). Information about the certificate
and the requirements for admission are available at: http://
web.uri.edu/graduate-school/files/Graduate-Certificate-inCommunity-Planning.pdf
For more information, contact Professor Farhad Atash at
fatash@uri.edu in the Department of Landscape Architecture.
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Trustee’s Report
Jenn Judge, ASLA

Hi Everyone, I hope all of you are
enjoying this mild winter. In just a
few weeks we will be able to spring
ahead enjoying a longer day.
ASLA National Happenings and
Events:
Governance and Administration
A kick-off meeting was held yesterday with the ASLA Center
for Landscape Architecture general contractor, architect
Gensler, and project manager Akridge. Pledges to the
campaign for the Center for Landscape Architecture now
total $974,623 or 65 percent of the goal of $1.5 million.
Staff participated in a conference call with Housing and
Urban Development (HUD) Secretary Julian Castro following
the announcement of the winners of the National Disaster
Resilience Competition. One billion dollars has been
awarded to 13 states/communities for resilient infrastructure
and housing projects. Green infrastructure, wetlands
restoration, and other landscape architecture approaches
are incorporated in many of the winning proposals.
Finance, Meetings, and Business Operations
The 2016 EXPO has sold 60 percent of the available square
footage for the New Orleans show.
SAVE THE DATE: 2016 Annual Meeting and Expo-October
21st-24th.
Advertising contracts for Landscape Architecture Magazine
increased by 5 percent this week and represent 76 percent
of the budget.
Government Affairs
On February 2, the Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on
Antitrust, Competition Policy, and Consumer Rights held
a hearing entitled, “License to Compete: Occupational
Licensing and the State Action Doctrine.” The hearing
examined how state licensing boards controlled by active
market participants can affect competition and the role of
antitrust law in preventing consumer harm after the Supreme
Court’s decision in North Carolina Board of Dental Examiners
v. FTC. Senators questioned panelists on the growth of
state licensing boards, disparity between licensing laws in
the states, the impact on job mobility, and the economic
impact of licensing on low and moderate income workers.
The subcommittee intends to monitor further Federal Trade
Commission actions and examine the federal government’s
role in state occupational licensing.

ASLA activated the iAdvocate Network to send an
information alert to members about a new report released by
the Environmental Protection Agency’s Green Infrastructure
program, which summarizes tools, strategies, and lessons
learned from green infrastructure projects across the country.
Public Relations and Communications
The call for nominations for ASLA 2016 Honors is open until
March 25, so please be thinking about deserving candidates to
nominate for the medals, Landscape Architecture Firm Award,
Community Service Award, and Honorary Membership.
Individual professional members and chapters may make
nominations. Guidelines for each honor are posted online.
Should you have any questions, please contact Honors and
Awards Coordinator Carolyn Mitchell.
Starting February 1, ASLA is once again offering members
a free internship posting on JobLink during the months of
February, March, and April.
The Call for Entries for the 2016 Professional and Student
Awards is now open and once again the award program is
online. Entry submissions and payment must be received
by March 18 for the Professional Awards and May 13 for the
Student Awards.
Member and Chapter Services
As of February 2, ASLA membership is holding steady with
modest growth of 0.7 percent. Growth in full and associate
membership has been strong, showing a 2.5 percent and 7.8
percent increase, respectively.
Professional Practice
ASLA is once again taking the lead with the parklets planning
committee for the 2016 New Partners for Smart Growth
Conference. Five parklets were designed and displayed
during the conference. The organizations involved include
the Local Government Commission, U.S. Forest Service,
PlaceMatters, Walkable and Livable Communities Institute,
City of Oregon’s Urban Design Studio, Toole Design Group,
Greater Places, and DOtankDC.
Manager Linette Straus submitted an educational session
proposal and workshop on SITES for the 2016 annual
meeting. The educational session topic addresses early
planning for maintenance and performance of sustainable
sites with a focus on performance monitoring. The workshop
will be a review of SITES with a focus on the submittal process
and will include a field session component with visits to SITES
projects in the New Orleans area.

Page 9 | March - April 2016 | RIASLA

On a LOCAL LEVEL, I’m happy to announce that the RIASLA
Chapter has recently become a Landscape Architecture
Continuing Education System (LA CES) certified provider.
Professional development is a process of lifelong learning
to attain new skills, to expand knowledge, and to support
career advancement.

In addition to the recent LA CES news, I attended the Public
Awareness Summit in Charleston, South Carolina last month.
It was great to see how many Chapters participated in
PARKing Day and how the interest continues to grow. We had
our first planning meeting for PARKing Day Providence, 2016.

Even though registered landscape architects are not required
to retain continuing education requirements to maintain
licensure, they are often the focus of a landscape architect’s
professional development activities. Keeping current on new
technologies, trends and products are critical to the practice
of landscape architecture.

The two key elements as a result of the Summit for World
Landscape Architecture Month (WLAM) was changing the look
of the ‘Designed By a Landscape Architect’ cards and focusing
on the 10 Parks That Changed America film documentary.
The Chapter ExCom is in the process of providing a screening
of this PBS film documentary as well as a screening of ‘Jens
Jensen, The Living Green’ film documentary directed and coproduced by Carey Lundin. Stay tuned for a date and location!

I am looking forward to our Chapter being able to make
continuing education available to our members and
connecting landscape architects with local opportunities.
This will allow us to offer Professional Development Hour
(PDH) credits at our chapter events that are recognized by
many states across the U.S., including Connecticut, New
Hampshire and New York.

For WLAM, get involved and use the ‘This is Landscape
Architecture’ card on social media with #WLAM2016 and
follow along with WLAM at asls.org/wlam.

Join the celebration.
This April is World
Landscape Architecture Month.

Join the celebration.
Show
theisworld
This
April
Worldhow the profession
shapes ourArchitecture
communities.
Landscape
Month.
Show the world how the profession
shapes our communities.
Here’s how you can participate in
World Landscape Architecture Month!
1. Cut out the card.
2. Take a picture of your favorite designed
space with the card in it.
3. Sharehow
it onyou
social
with #WLAM2016.
Here’s
canmedia
participate
in
World
Landscape
Month!
4. Follow
along withArchitecture
World Landscape
Architecture Month at asla.org/wlam.
1. Cut out the card.
2. Take a picture of your favorite designed
space with the card in it.
3. Share it on social media with #WLAM2016.

This Is
LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURE
This Is
LANDSCAPE
ARCHITECTURE
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The Rhode Island Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects presents:

COLLABORATING WITH ARBORISTS: PRESERVING AND
PROTECTING TREES IN OUR URBAN LANDSCAPES
A Program for Landscape Architects, Architects, Engineers,
Landscape Contractors, and Anyone Interested in Preserving and Protecting Trees
Date: March 5, 2016

Topics:

Location: The Breakers Stable
Address: 53 Coggeshall Ave.
Newport, RI 02840
9am - 4pm

Managing the Effects of Climate Change
and International Trade in the Landscape
Urban Soils

•
•

•

Parking for the Event:
Chateau Sur Mer
474 Bellevue Ave, Newport, RI 02840
A shuttle will be bringing attendees to the Breaker’s Stable

Cost:
RIASLA Members: $30
Non-RIASLA Members: $50

IPM
Supression techniques
Outdoor Arboriculture Tour of The
Preservation Society of Newport
See the following pages for course
descriptions, full schedule and bios of our speakers.

** LA CEU’s are pending approval for this event
REGISTER ONLINE OR complete the form below and
mail back with payment by March 2, 2016.
Questions? Contact Jenn Judge at
gravellyhilldg@yahoo.com

REGISTRATION FORM
To register, complete this form and return with your check (payable to “RIASLA”) and mail to:
RIASLA, c/o Karen Beck, 248 Spring Street, Hope Valley, RI 02832 with payment by:
March 2, 2016
Name:________________________________________________________________________________
ASLA Member Number (if applicable):________________________________________________
Company:_____________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address:________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip:__________________________________________________________________________
Email Address(es):_______________________________________________________________________
_______Member(s) attending @ $30 each = $ total
_______Non-Member(s) attending @ $50 each = $ total
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Project Spotlight - 2016 RIASLA Honor Award
Quinn Square - Veri | Waterman Associates in Large Scale Built Design
Project Statement
Located at the gateway to Central Falls, the renovation of
Quinn Square sets the tone for the transformation of the
downtown core, simultaneously breathing new life into an
underutilized public space while acting as a catalyst for
an active, vibrant streetscape in this diverse community.
Operating at the scale of a small urban park, it provides a
consistent seasonal burst of color, texture and pattern while
also serving as a fitting space for memorial observations.
Site History and Context
Quinn Square was originally dedicated in 1933 to honor
the service of Private James H. Quinn, a young Central
Falls resident killed in action during the Great World War
on November 7, 1918, just four days before Armistice Day.
It is located at the gateway to downtown Central Falls, at
the intersection of West Hunt and Dexter Streets, directly
across from St. Matthew’s Church. The site was chosen
for its proximity to the church- a National Register of
Historic Places landmark designed in 1929 by the famed
Rhode Island architect Walter F. Fontaine- for Veterans
Day (then referred to as Armistice Day) and Memorial
Day (then referred to as Decoration Day) observances.
Originally a revered destination for war veterans and
their families, Quinn Square subsequently suffered from
decades of benign neglect and lack of maintenance, as
Central Falls slipped from prominence as an industrial and
manufacturing hub. An urban renewal intervention in the
early 1980’s attempted to restore the Square, but again the
area slowly receded into disrepair.
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Proud Olmsted Group Sponsor of RIASLA

Why Use A

Professional Engineer
for Irrigation on Your

Landscape Design?
Irrigation

systems

are

complex

with

hydraulic and electrical components that
need

engineering

design

performance.
A

Professional

landscape

Engineer

irrigation

for

can

components

efficient

design

such as

Hingham Middle School Athletic Complex
Hingham, Massachusetts

Civil Engineer: Pare Corporation



Landscape Architect: Birchwood Design Group

rainwater harvesting systems, tanks, pumps,
wells,

electrical

water connections.
Aqueous

is

a

controls,

trusted

and

domestic

engineering

firm

providing a number of landscape irrigation
and water services to ensure that your vision

and the owner’s investment is sustained in
the long term.

Contact us to set up a Lunch -and-Learn at your office
Michael Igo, PE, LEED AP, CID

Sarah Moseley, PE

mike@aqueousconsultants.com

sarah@aqueousconsultants.com

President
29 River Street P.O. Box 4216 Andover, MA 01810

978.809.6420

Project Manager

978.846.5943

www.aqueousconsultants.com

Irrigation System Design ▪ Rainwater Harvesting System Design ▪ Water Feature Design
Master Planning ▪ Permitting ▪ Expert Services ▪ Construction Documentation ▪ Construction Administration
Licensed Professional Engineers ▪ LEED Accredited Professionals ▪ Certified Irrigation Designers
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UPCOMING EVENTS
March 3rd
5:00 PM EXCOM meeting at URI Rodman Hall Conference
Room (coinciding with lecture series)

March 9th & 10th
ELA Conference:
UMass Campus Center, Amherst MA

March 3rd URI Landscape Lecture Series
Toby Wolf, Principal Wolf Landscape Architecture,

April 12
10 Parks will be shown on April 12 on PBS

March 30 (April meeting)
5:30 PM EXCOM meeting at Searle Design Group

April 14th URI Landscape Lecture Series
Emily McCoy, Andropogon Associates,

March 31st URI Landscape Lecture Series
Chris Reed, STOSS Landscape Urbanism,

April 28th URI Landscape Lecture Series
Catherine Seavitt, Catherine Seavitt Studio,

March 5th
Collaborating With Arborists: Preserving And Protecting
Trees In Our Urban Landscapes
Newport, RI

May 5th
BSLA Gala

Girls’ night out since 1962.
For over 50 years, Victor Stanley has designed,
engineered, and manufactured timeless site
furnishings so you can bring communities to life.

Contact Charlene Vera
at charlenev@victorstanley.com

Sage Receptacle: Patents pending. Freesia Bench: US Patents D710,624 S; D710,626 S;
D711,175 S; D726,473 S; D726,474 S; D727,669 S.Canada 152499; 153910; 153911.

ASLA_RhodeIsland_7.5x4.5_GIRLS.indd 3

1/13/16 2:03 PM
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RHODE ISLAND CHAPTER
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
248 SPRING STREET, HOPE VALLEY, RI 02832-1804
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

