Page 12 | May - June 2016 | RIASLA

RHODE ISLAND CHAPTER
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
248 SPRING STREET, HOPE VALLEY, RI 02832-1804
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

AMERICAN SOCIET Y OF
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
Rhode Island Chapter Newsletter

May - June 2016

URI students share ideas for the future of Wickford
James Bessette
Staff Writer - North Kingstown

The Independent
nk@indpendentri.com

A group of University of Rhode Island landscape architecture
students looked at gray parking areas around Wickford’s
waterfront and proposed adding a new color: Green.
Fifteen students from Richard Sheridan’s class presented
conceptual drawings of what the parking lots on Brown,
Main and Phillips streets could be during a meeting at
North Kingstown Free Library March 17. Their work showed
how energy-efficiency and resilient infrastructure could
address rising seas and the impact of storms, while keeping
the village’s historic charm intact. The project, titled “Get A
GRIP (Green and Resilient Infrastructure Planning) On Rhode
Island’s Coastline,” is a collaboration with state and national
organizations and is funded by the U.S. Department of Interior
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Foundation. North Kingstown,
Warwick and Newport are participating in the project.
URI Graduate School of Oceanography Coastal Community
Planner Teresa Crean, who helped organize the presentation,
said it was an interesting design challenge and will help the
town explore ways to make Wickford greener.
“We wanted to work with publicly owned properties that
would benefit from a fresh set of eyes,” Crean said.
Student Brian Males said Wickford’s waterfront offered a
“nautical/New England type feel.” He said the town has done
a “great job” maintaining historic elements within Wickford,
but the parking lots, which are susceptible to rising waters,
have been neglected. He showed a map where sea levels
could rise by as much as 3 feet by 2050 and 7 feet by 2100,
leaving Wickford’s waterfront underwater. Optimizing
parking while protecting it from storm surge; implementing
green infrastructure to reduce toxic runoff and improve water
filtration; and creating a better connection to the water’s
edge were the goals.
Student Emily Condon’s proposal for the Main Street
commercial lot featured a sea wall 2 feet higher than the
current one; a loose gravel walkway helps increase drainage;
native grasses and wetlands supporting wildlife and a picnic
area on the south end of the boardwalk.

Student Gabriella D’Angelis’ design has swales around the
edge of the Brown Street lot, which services Rite Aid and
other adjoining businesses, to capture and cleanse runoff.
Her proposal also includes grass parking spaces.
The Phillips Street lot, located next door to the former
Wickford Elementary School, posed unique challenges to the
student designers as there is a 50-foot buffer between the
north end of the lot and the water’s edge. In Joseph Tricarico’s
design, a main bioswale would stretch from the lot to the
water’s edge to absorb and filter runoff water. A path made
from composite material, like Trex Deck, leads to an overlook
area that highlights the scenic view. “It’s a spot where people
can walk out and enjoy for a few minutes,” Tricarico said.
Town personnel offered both praise and constructive criticism
to the students following their presentations. Principal
Planner Shawn Lacey said the designers must consider the
relationship between what green space could be and what
is already there. Water Quality Specialist Tim Cranston said
he loves the idea of the lots having permeable pavement
and grass spaces, but they wouldn’t hold up in New England
weather. “In some areas, [grass spaces] might work. But in a
place like New England, it will get torn up if it’s plowed, no
matter how careful you are,” Cranston said. “I also don’t know
how it will survive under full inundation of salt water three
or four hours.”
Cranston appreciated how the students focused on making
their designs friendly for pedestrian traffic. “We’re trying to
get people away from the cars and get back to more walking,”
he said.
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President’s Letter
Kelly Carr, ASLA
Hello everyone! We’re well on our way to 30 activities
to celebrate RIASLA’s 30 years! Hosted, sponsored and
related events are posted on www.riasla.org. Two of
our recent hosted events were; COLLABORATING WITH
ARBORISTS: PRESERVING AND PROTECTING TREES IN
OUR URBAN LANDSCAPES in Newport (See the pictures
below!)and in celebration of April’s World Landscape
Architecture Month (WLAM), Carey Lundin presented
her award-winning feature documentary JENS JENSEN,
THE LIVING GREEN depicting “The rise of Danish immigrant Jens Jensen who
battles endemic Chicago corruption to create prairie landscape parks for Chicago’s
poor and hundreds of private estates for the nation’s titans of industry, then
leverages those powerful relationships to stop Carnegie and JP Morgan from
turning Indiana’s lakeshore into a giant steel mill.”
ASLA members participated in the WLAM campaign by photographing landscapes
designed by a Landscape Architect with this card in view within the picture frame.
These images are shared on social media and catalogued by ASLA. Check it out
www.asla.org/wlam . If you didn’t participate this year, there’s always next year. This
is a good opportunity to display your own work!
RIASLA has sponsored a number of other events including. “Building and Preserving
South County”—the 31st Annual Rhode Island Statewide Historic Preservation
Conference in North Kingstown and Exeter, Rhode Island on Saturday, April 30.
National’s mid-year meeting will be May 18th through the 21st in Washington DC.
Advocacy Day is on the 19th and Executive Committee members Anjali, Jenn and
I will lobby our Rhode Island elected officials on Transportation, Conservation and
Recreation legislation. Here are some ways that you can participate!
1) Please send me any project sheets you may have that showcase projects built
with Federal Funds and we will leave them as examples and possibly invite them
to come see the project.
2) Check out this web site: http://advocate.asla.org/. It gives a great overview! See
how the national chapter advocates for us!
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For over 50 years, Victor Stanley has designed,
engineered, and manufactured timeless site
furnishings so you can bring communities to life.

Past President
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at charlenev@victorstanley.com
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THE POSSIBILITIES
ARE ENDLESS.

Member at Large
Richard Sheridan
rsheridan@uri.edu

3) Check out our Representative’s web sites, then email and thank them and their
staff for supporting the initiatives relating to our field. http://langevin.house.
gov , http://cicilline.house.gov/ , http://www.reed.senate.gov/ , http://www.
whitehouse.senate.gov/ . Other sites: https://www.congress.gov/, https://www.
senate.gov/

Member at Large
Kurt van Dexter
kurtvandexter@gmail.com

3) Visit the Advocacy Day Web Page https://www.asla.org/advocacyday2016.aspx.
Participate by using Social Media. #iAdvocate.

Member at Large
Domini Cunningham
dcunningham@beta-inc.com

Additional events to look for later this summer are a continuation of bike tours.
Remember to keep September 24th open for our 30th celebration. More to come!
Make sure to keep updated with happenings and news at www.riasla.org or
contact me at kcarr@beta-inc.com.
Continued on page 6...

People watching
since 1962.

Our team has been trusted
for over 40 years to
provide technical expertise
and project support in the
exploration of segmental
paving product options.
Optimizing color, ﬁnish,
texture and size, we have
what it takes to bring
your vision to life.

PROJECT: 100 Pier 4. Boston, MA
DESIGN: Mikyoung Kim

Newsletter Liaison
Nathan Socha
nsocha@beta-inc.com

PRODUCT: Holland Premier™
Contact your Unilock Representative for samples, product information
and to arrange a Lunch & Learn for your team.

UNILOCK.COM 1-800-UNILOCK
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UPCOMING EVENTS

30 EVENTS FOR 30 YEARS
Rhode Island Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects

May 5th
BSLA Gala

June 8th
Excom Meeting
Location TBD

May 11th 8:30AM
Excom Meeting
Bistro 9 in East Greenwich at 6:00pm

Jun 10th, 2016 (Fri) -- Jun 11th, 2016 (Sat)
Landscape Architecture Foundation:
“Summit on Landscape and the Future”

May 14th @ 9:00 am- 1:00 pm
15th Annual East Farm Spring Festival
Location: URI East Farm Rt. 108, Kingston, R
June 4 @ 9:00 am - 1:00 pm
RI Wild Plant Society Native Plants Sale
URI East Farm,1 East Farm Road Kingston, RI
June 7th (Tentative)
Film Screening - 10 Parks That Changed America
Aurora, Providence

MAR

Send Us Your RIASLA Images
In celebration of RIASLA's 30th anniversary, the chapter logo
will include images spanning the last 30 years of activity,
members, and designs. The logo will evolve over the next
year to include images as we receive them from chapter
members like you, who can add to the collection by loading
your images to the following link: https://www.dropbox.
com/request/g64g0TWUhsLNPztbThVs or mailing them
to the following address: 248 Spring Street, Hope Valley, RI
02832 please include an envelope with a return address and
stamp if you would like to have the hard copies back."

PROGRAM

NETWORKING

Preserving and Protecting
Trees in Urban Landscapes
Newport

RIASLA Bike Rides
Statewide

FILMS

Earth Day
Statewide

10 Parks That
Changed America
RISD - Providence

APR
CONFERENCE

FILMS

RIHPHC Conference
North Kingstown / Exeter

Jens Jensen
Documentary
Providence

APR

MAY
LECTURES

LECTURES

URI Landscape Series
URI Kingston Campus

RISD Lectures
Providence
SPR & FALL

SPR & FALL
NETWORKING

EVENTS

RIASLA
Emerging Professionals
Statewide

DESIGNxRI
Providence

Nadene Worth
RI, MA, ME, VT, NH
800.430.6206 x1325

SEP 24

nadenew@landscapeforms.com
Designed by Francisco Gomez Paz

D E S I G N . C U LT U R E . C R A F T.

DEC

SPR & FALL

NETWORKING

EVENTS

Beach Walk - CRMC
Statewide

PARK(ING) DAY
Providence

JUL

FGP

APR

EVENT

APR

QUARTERLY

RIASLA

SEP
EVENTS

CONFERENCE

RIASLA 30th
Anniversary Party
TBD

ASLA Annual Meeting
Louisiana
NOV

EVENT

EVENTS

RIASLA Holiday Party
Newport

RI WILD PLANT SOCIETY
Statewide
TBD

Sponsors: Unilock, Victor Stanley, Aqueous Solutions and Anova
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Trustee’s Report
Jenn Judge, ASLA
Governance and Administration
Groundbreaking by the ExCom
and senior staff members before
the actual demolition starts on
Monday; and an overview of
the WELL Building Standard®.
The ASLA Center for Landscape
Architecture will be one of the first
WELL certified buildings.
National has started a discussion of rebranding. As Trustee,
I participated in a survey to help define the scope of
rebranding and to identify desired outcomes. I welcome any
input from members on this topic.
ASLA’s beloved Board of Trustees Parliamentarian and Past
President Donald Leslie, FASLA, passed away earlier March 16,
2016 after a lengthy illness. Leslie served as ASLA president in
1996-1997, was the recipient of the ASLA President’s Medal
in 1994, and was currently Emeritus Assistant Vice President
of Undergraduate Education and Emeritus Associate
Profession of Landscape Architecture at Pennsylvania State
University. During his career, Leslie taught well over 1,000
students in landscape architecture.
In a conference call held this morning, the Executive
Committee: approved a dues increase recommendation
developed by the Finance and Members Services Committees
for Board action at midyear; reviewed and discussed the
results of the Board survey and recommendations on the
scope of the rebranding initiative; and received financial and
program and operations status reports.
Recently EVP Nancy Somerville, Hon. ASLA, Special Assistant
Keith Swann, and PR and Communications Director Terry
Poltrack met with Landscape Architecture Foundation (LAF)
Executive Director Barbara Deutsch, FASLA, and past LAF
president Mark Dawson, FASLA, to discuss LAF’s upcoming
50th anniversary celebration and symposium to be held in
Philadelphia in June, as well as review of ASLA’s proposed
schedule of promotional support for LAF in 2016
Finance and Meetings
National just announced the ‘Save the Date’ for this year’s
ASLA’s Annual Meeting and Expo. This year it will be held in
New Orleans October 21-24.
The 2016 LAM advertising contracts now total 83 percent of
the budget.
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The 2016 EXPO booth sales continue with 73 percent of the
floor sold.

Proud Olmsted Group Sponsor of RIASLA

Advocacy Day is next month and Kelly Carr and I will be
attending. We look forward to visiting our Senators and
Representative in promoting landscape architecture. We
will also be asking them to attend the Celebration of our 30
Year Anniversary. Last year National held the first Kickball
Tournament of Chapter Presidents vs. Chapter Trustees. I
look forward to participating this year and hope to help
bring victory to the Trustee Team !
Education and LAAB
The Annual Meeting Education Advisory Committee has
completed review and scoring of the 435 education session
proposals and field session proposals for the ASLA Annual
Meeting and Expo. Director Apollonio made final selections
and submitters were notified March 15-30 is they will be
presenting.
The Committee on Education (COE) held its February
conference call on February 18. Chair Sean Rotar, ASLA, and
Accreditation and Education Programs Manager Kristopher
Pritchard led the call and focused mostly on the work the
subcommittees will be focusing on this upcoming year. The
three subcommittees will focus on recruitment of future
professionals, enrollment monitoring and information
dissemination, and creation of a model curricula for
elementary and secondary education.
Professional Practice
Manager Shawn Balon recently met with the NEA Creative
Placemaking Colloquium Steering Committee via conference
call. As part of the steering committee, ASLA participated
with the project partners, The Trust for Public Land and The
City Parks Alliance, in reviewing the Creative Placemaking
Awareness and Experience survey and planning a colloquium
to build knowledge about creative placemaking in parks
scheduled to take place in Philadelphia in early summer.
The Archives and Collections Committee met via conference
call to plan the update of the Chapter Archive Policy Guidelines
and Chapter Archives White Paper. The committee confirmed
the plan to send the annual invitation to solicit information
on landscape architecture collections and chapter archives
to chapter presidents and landscape architecture program
chairs during World Landscape Architecture Month.
Government Affairs
• ASLA members are encouraged to apply for the Land and
Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) competitive grant program
known as the Outdoor Recreation Legacy Partnership
Program (ORLP). The ORLP is offered by the National Park
Service and is a stand-alone initiative, funded through the
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Hingham Middle School Athletic Complex
Hingham, Massachusetts

Civil Engineer: Pare Corporation
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Landscape Architect: Birchwood Design Grou
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Aqueous
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engineering

firm

providing a number of landscape irrigation
and water services to ensure that your vision

and the owner’s investment is sustained in
the long term.

C ontact us to set up a Lunch - a nd-- L earn at your office

29 River Street P.O. Box 4216 Andover, MA 01810

Michael Igo, PE, LEED AP, CID

Sarah Moseley, PE

President

Project Manager

mike@aqueousconsultants.com

sarah@aqueousconsultants.com

978.809.6420

978.846.5943

www.aqueousconsultants.com

Irrigation System Design ▪ Rainwater Harvesting System Design ▪ Water Feature Design
Master Planning ▪ Permitting ▪ Expert Services ▪ Construction Documentation ▪ Construction Administration
Licensed Professional Engineers ▪ LEED Accredited Professionals ▪ CertiƄed Irrigation Designers
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URI Students Win Design Awards from the Rhode Island ASLA!
The Rhode Island Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) announced the 2015-2016 Student
Awards for Excellence in Landscape Studies during the Excom Meeting. Each student receiving an award has shown a
commitment to Landscape Architecture with exemplary leadership, dedication, thoughtfulness in design and technical
skill. Antone Almeida and Victoria Bockstael achieve Honor awards while Alexandra Ludas and Beau Doucette received
Merit awards. The selection by faculty was unanimous. Two other students worthy of recognition include Ka Ying Yang,
of Providence, who was nominated by the landscape architecture faculty and selected a 2016 National Olmsted Scholar.
Her achievement, design excellence and dedication were recognized by the Department and the Landscape Architecture
Foundation which endorsed the selection. Finally, Joshua Bourgery, of Blackstone, MA was selected as the 2016 recipient
of the Academic Excellence Award winner in landscape architecture for his outstanding academic achievements.
Congratulations to all of you.

A Resilient Riverfront Park in Downtown Westerly, Rhode Island
Prepared by: Victoria Bockstael
Prepared for: Professor Richard Sheridan and the RIFMA Event: Incentivizing Actionable Resilience to Flooding
Proposed Design

Wild flower meadow
- Native vegetation tolerant
of drought and flooding
- Low maintenance
- Creates habitat

Str
ee
t

Walkways
- Loops around playground
and throughout the site

Background
The site, on Canal Street in Westerly, Rhode Island, is an unused, mostly
paved space on the Pawcatuck River which is subject to flooding.
The design intends to transform the lots into a resilient park which would
provide areas for parking and recreation that the citizens of Westerly could
use, while considering the site’s likelihood of flooding.

Design Reasoning
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This project was prepared for a URI Landscape Architecture Junior Studio
with Professor Richard Sheridan, working with the Westerly Town Planner,
Marilyn Shellman, in fall 2014. The information on this poster has been
reformatted since the conclusion of this studio class.

The design addressed three questions:
1. How can an unused, paved lot become more useful to
the community?
2. How can the site manage stormwater runoff going into
the river efficiently?
3. How can natural flooding be embraced?
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Introduction

Bio-Swales
- Collect runoff and filter nonpoint
source pollution
- Separate pedestrian areas from
parking and roads
- Cool the site and add interest
- Composed of native, drought and
wet tolerant species
To Amtrak
Station

Riparian Buffer
- Preserve and enhance existing
native vegetation
- Remove hazard trees
- Protect riverbank from erosion
- Slow runoff, increasing water quality

The implications of this design include:
- The site could flood and dry out without issues
- The neighborhoods and businesses would have another
park as part of a green system
- Stormwater runoff would be managed contributing to a
reduction in pollution.

The Pawcatuck River floods the site, posing a risk to businesses. The
adjacency to the river makes runoff, pollution and erosion issues a concern.
Existing lot breakdown

Connecticut

The design proposed to:
- Rezone the lot for use as a public park
- Include swales and plantings in strategic locations
- Minimize infrastructure on the site
- Use natural systems to address the three design questions
The park would contribute to health, safety, and welfare:
- Swales slow runoff and contribute to better water quality
- The plantings protect the riverbank from erosion
- Reduced infrastructure on the site offers recreational
opportunities and resilience to strong flood waters
- Provides native habitat
- A section of greenway for the town of Westerly

Use Breakdown

Pawcatuck River
Parking lot
- Bioswale in center and along edges
- 71 parking spaces available
- Serves: park, river access, and
Amtrak parking

Perspective Views

Total site area is 2.215 acres
Proposed Green Infrastructure Elements:
11,372 sqft swales
8,631 sqft lawn area with rock playground
1,222 linear feet of walkways
252 sqft native meadow

Bio-Swales
Collect runoff and filter pollutants
Separate pedestrian areas from parking and roads
Cool the site and add interest
Composed of native, drought and wet tolerant species
Creates habitat

Currently the project area is composed of a number plots zoned for
industrial and commercial purposes, this design is based on the intention
of rezoning these property for green infrastructure and open space.
Flood History
Park perspective: looking into the parking lot from the pedestrian entrance on Canal Street

Due to climate change flood events will become more severe and more
frequent. Recent storm events have highlighted the extreme vulnerability
of this site to flooding from runoff and from the river.
This plan provides a strategy for preparing in advance for storm events by
mitigating the risk from the natural hazard of the Pawcatuck River causing
damage or harm during an inland flooding event.

Acknowledgements:
I would like to thank Professor Richard Sheridan for introducing me to this project
during my junior studio and supervising the design; and Marilyn Shellman, the
Westerly Town Planner for her time working with the undergraduate studio on this
exciting project.

Park perspective: looking into the park from the Pawcatuck river

I would also like to thank RIFMA for inviting me to participate in this event.

Local
LWCF State and Local Assistance Program. This year’s program The RIASLA WLAM film series kicked off last night at RISD.
Director and Co-Producer, Carey Lundin presented after the
is now open. The deadline to apply is May 20, 2016
screening of Jens Jensen, The Living Green documentary. We
Recently, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s (USDOT) will be hosting a screening of the “10 Parks That Changed
announced that $500 million will be made available for America” next month.
transportation projects across the country under the
Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery Per a decision from the Director of Business Regulations,
(TIGER) competitive grant program. Fiscal year 2016 legislation has been submitted eliminating the Engineering,
TIGER discretionary grants will fund capital investments Land Surveying and Landscape Architect COAs (Certificate of
in surface transportation infrastructure and will be Authorization). If you are interested in learning more about
awarded on a competitive basis for projects that will have this Bill, please visit the following link:
a significant impact on the nation, a metropolitan area, or https://legiscan.com/RI/bill/H7844/2016
a region. Pedestrian and bicycle projects and other active
transportation projects are eligible for TIGER funding. The I want to take a moment to
thank Bartlett Tree Experts,
deadline to apply is April 29, 2016.
Chuck Carberry, ASLA and
The Preservation Society of
Public Relations and Communications
It is officially now World Landscape Architecture Month! As Newport, for their collaborated
part of the lead up, ASLA and the Trust for Public Land held efforts for a successful first
a preview screening of “10 Parks That Changed America” that LACES event for our Chapter.
We had approximately 30
attracted over 100 people on March 21.
people attend and received
Deadlines and Reminders
During April, ASLA members may post one free intern great feedback.

Trustee’s Report Continued....
Hope Commons Bioswale Revival Plan |
University of Rhode Island, Kingston RI
The objective of this project was to bring life back to a common node on URI campus.
Photoshop rendered planting plan

AutoCAD rendered planting plan and planting schedule

My intent was to augment the site with a colorful plant palette and a naturalistic aesthetic. I mimicked the
existing boulder bridges with new ones to add easier accessability through the space so students could walk
across the water on their way to class. This would provide a tranquil landscape in the midst of a fast-paced
environment so that students would have the opportunity to pass through with ease or take a rest in the
space if they had the time to in between classes.

Top: Antone Almeida and Victoria Bockstael
Bottom: Alexandra Ludas and Beau Doucette

RIASLA Newsletter is published bi-monthly by the Rhode Island Chapter American Society of Landscape Architects The
newsletter will publish news of interest to Landscape Architects and allied professions, including upcoming meetings,
awards, job opportunities and other information. Deadline July / August 2016 issue is June 1stRIASLA reserves the right
to edit or reject any submissions. For advertising contact: kbeck@commonwealth-eng.com Email news & ads to: nsocha@
beta-eng.com

position per firm, agency, or organization.

All my best - Jenn
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President’s Letter Continued....
I’m pleased to announce the new URI ALSA student chapter
2016-2017 officers!

Introducing the Airi

Receptacle

OLMSTED SPONSOR

President: Pabel Fernandez, Vice President: Romeo D’Andrea,
Secretary: Erin Norrison, Treasurer: Kelvin Huang. We look
forward to working with you! Congratulations to the students
winning the ASLA awards (shown in this letter).
In closing, I would like to congratulate the Landscape
Architecture Graduating Classes at both RISD and URI. Best
of luck on your journey forward! ASLA is here to support you
so please stay connected.
Next RIASLA ExCom meeting will be May 11th at Bistro 9 in
East Greenwich at 6:00. It is open to all chapter members – we
would love your input and hope to see you there!
Cheers,
Kelly R. Carr, RLA, ASLA

First and Lasting Impressions®

Rob Colonder
National Sales Manager
720.539.0997 cell

rob@anovafurnishings.com

Airi receptacle in Stix pattern
888.535.5005 | anovafurnishings.com

Shown in textured bronze and textured pewter.

