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RHODE ISLAND CHAPTER 
AMERICAN  SOCIETY OF 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS
248 SPRING STREET, HOPE VALLEY, RI 02832-1804
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Join Us To Celebrate The 30th Year Of RIASLA at the Ocean 

Cliff  Hotel in Newport RI! 

Come join us for an evening of camaraderie of Members old and new 

overlooking Narragansett Bay

DATE: September 29th
PLACE: Ocean Cliff  Hotel and Resort 65 Ridge Road, Newport RI
TIME: 5-9pm

Deadline: September 12th (Note: no refunds after 9/12)
Questions? Contact Jenn Judge at gravellyhilldg@yahoo.com or 
401.465.8282

Dinner Newport Shore Plated Dinner

Choice of Lobster, Steak, Chicken or Vegetable
Clam Chowder
Soft Shell Maine Steamer Clams with Broth/Drawn Butter Corn on the Cob
Roasted Red Bliss Potatoes
Corn Bread and Butter
Deep Dish Apple Pie
Coff ee, Tea, Iced Tea/Lemonade
Cash Bar

Tickets 

ASLA Member $75.00 USD
 Non ASLA Member $95.00 USD
 ASLA Student $40.00 USD
 Non ASLA Student $55.00 USD 

Meal Choice 

Lobster
 Steak
 Chicken
 Vegetarian 

Sign Up online @ rhodeislandasla.org

A M E R I C A N   S O C I E T Y  O F 
L A N D S C A P E  A RC H I T E C T S

Rhode Island Chapter Newsletter September - October 2016

RIASLA 1986-2016: THE FIRST 30 YEARS!
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RIASLA (1986-2016): THE FIRST 30 YEARS! 

Co-authored by Wil Gates, Bob Weygand and Karen Beck. 
(We hope readers will forgive errors and omissions that the 
passage of time and our faulty memories may play in this 
recollection.)

During the 1970’s and into the 1980’s Landscape Architecture 
in Rhode Island  drew increasing interest from the community 
and saw increasing numbers of practicing LA’s. However, the 
Rhode Island Chapter of the American Society of Landscape 
Architects (RIASLA) did not exist then, despite the fact that 
the Rhode Island  landscape architecture licensure law had 
been enacted by 1975.  This law, one of the fi rst landscape 
architecture “practice” acts in the country, clearly exhibited 
the resourcefulness and foresight of future members of the 
RIASLA.

At that time national ASLA rules provided for LAs in non-
chapter states to be assigned to contiguous states’ chapters. 
When local LAs fi rst met about establishing a RIASLA chapter, 
many belonged to either the Connecticut or the Boston 
chapter but had little professional or social interaction with 
colleagues in either chapter. Furthermore, the consensus 
was that an ASLA chapter based within the state would 
help develop a professional organization and promote 
public recognition for RI landscape architects and landscape 
architecture.

Wil Gates admits to being an instigator, but equally involved 
were Bob Weygand, Albert Veri, Colgate Searle, Richard 
Hanson, Sara Bradford, Derek Bradford, Michael Everett and 
Francis “TP” Plimpton. National ASLA was very supportive, as 
ASLA’s goal was to have a chapter in every state. The Executive 
Director of ASLA visited with the organizers and off ered great 
insight into the advantages and responsibilities of having our 
own Chapter. 

The core organizing group contributed the application fee 
to ASLA. They made a list of every Rhode Island registered 
landscape architect and in-state members of ASLA. They 
were all contacted individually and invited to participate in 
the founding of our State chapter.  Our inaugural meeting 
was held in Westerly at the Westerly Library adjacent to 
Wilcox Park. There was a walking tour of this Warren Manning 
masterpiece and our recollection is that there were 32 or 
34 LAs attending.  TP Plimpton, now deceased, was elected 
our fi rst Trustee. Wil Gates was elected the Chapter’s fi rst 
President. The atmosphere was very convivial and boded 
well for the growth of the profession and relationships that 
- to this day – have marked the high quality of RIASLA. It was 
an exciting time for LA’s in Rhode Island. The camaraderie and 
spirit of the practitioners was palpable.

RIASLA (1986-2016): Past Presidents:

2016  – Kelly Carr

2015 – Megan Gardener

2014 – Kurt Van Dexter

2013 – Jenn Judge

2012 – Josh Wheeler

2011 – Richard Sheridan

2010 – Arthur Eddy

 2009 – Michael Dowhan

2008 – Timothy Gerrish

2007 – Alan Ahlstrom

 2006 – Brian Muoio

2005 – Brian Muoio

2004 – Mary Ellen Flanagan

2003 – Charles Carberry

2002 – Susan Votta

2001 – Randy Collins

2000 – Arek Galle

1999 – Barbara Petrarca

1998 – Angelo Simeoni

1997 – Will Green

1996 – Don Sharpe

1995 – Paul R.V. Pawlowski

1994 – Albert Veri

1993 – Brent Narkawicz

1992 – Karen Beck

1991 – Colgate Searle

1990 – Michael Weremay

1989 – Robert Weygand

1988 – Richard Hanson

1987 – Wilfrid Gates

1986 – Wilfrid Gates
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Our team has been trusted 
for over 40 years to 
provide technical expertise 
and project support in the 
exploration of segmental 
paving product options.

Optimizing color, fi nish, 
texture and size, we have 
what it takes to bring 
your vision to life. 

UNILOCK.COM     1-800-UNILOCK

PROJECT: 100 Pier 4. Boston, MA

DESIGN: Mikyoung Kim

PRODUCT: Holland Premier™

Contact your Unilock Representative for samples, product information 

and to arrange a Lunch & Learn for your team. 

THE POSSIBILITIES 
ARE ENDLESS.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Sept. 12th at 6pm

Excom Meeting at Landscape Elements
151 Broadway - Suite 245 - Providence, RI  02903

Sept. 14th to the 25th

3rd Annual Design Week RI
http://www.designxri.com/designweek/

Sept. 16th

Parking Day
Downtown Providence 

Sept. 22  - 7pm

URI Lecture Series 
Matthew Cunningham, Principal, MCLD LLC
URI Chemistry Building BURP 105

Sept. 29th at 5pm - 9pm

RIASLA 30TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY 
OceanCliff , 65 Ridge Rd, Newport, RI - 5-9pm

D E S I G N .  C U LT U R E .  C R A F T.

Nadene Worth
RI, MA, ME, VT, NH
800.430.6206 x1325
nadenew@landscapeforms.com

Designed by Francisco Gomez Paz

FGP

Oct. 6th at 6pm

URI Lecture Series
Excom Meeting at RISD Bayard Ewing Building
345 S Main St, Providence, RI 02903

Oct. 6  - 7pm

Kona Gray, PLA, ASLA, Principal, EDSA, 
Lectures start at 7:00 P.M. 
URI Chemistry Building BURP 105

October 27  - 7pm

URI Lecture Series
Mark Johnson, FASLA, President, Civitas, 
URI Chemistry Building BURP 105

Nov. 17th at 6pm

10 Parks that Changed America @ Aurora
276 Westminster St, Providence, RI 02903
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Our chapter-development timing was also fortuitous. In 
1988, then-Governor DiPrete proposed eliminating the Board 
of Licensure for Landscape Architects and eliminating the RI 
licensure law. Bob Weygand was in the General Assembly at 
the time and with the dedicated help of our colleagues and 
the newly formed RIASLA Chapter we were able to defeat 
the governor’s proposals.

Wil contributed two years as President in order to provide 
for a fi rm hand at the helm for the new chapter.  Following 
Wil’s example, the chapter has continued to be led by very 
eff ective Presidents, Trustees and Executive Committees. 
We have had twenty-eight (28) Presidents (Brian Muoio also 
served two terms), six (6) Trustees and six (6) Fellows.  Trustees 
have been: TP Plimpton (1986-1995), Richard Hanson (1995-
2001), Brent Narkawicz (2001-2002), Karen Beck (2002-2006, 
2012-2015), Colgate Searle (2006-2012), and Jenn Judge 
(2015-present). Fellows are: Albert Veri (‘92), Richard Hanson 
(‘97), Robert Weygand (‘98), Colgate Searle (‘08), Karen Beck 
(‘09), and Ron Henderson (‘12).

During these 30 years, the Rhode Island School of Design 
(RISD) has morphed from an accredited BLA program into 
a MLA program, and the University of Rhode Island (URI) 
has matured from a “concentration in landscape design” 
(non-accredited) into an outstanding BLA program. The 
RIASLA has contributed fi nancially, intellectually (and 
emotionally) to both programs, with the benefi t that these 
students have gone on to become full ASLA members 
and successful landscape architects here in Rhode Island, 
around the country, and abroad. Current and former chapter 
members who have guided these programs include Colgate 
Searle, Sara Bradford, Derek Bradford, Don Leighton, Scheri 
Fultineer, John Dunnington, Richard Hanson, Will Green, 
Angelo Simeoni, and Richard Sheridan.

For emerging professionals, RIASLA has provided 
approximately 30 years of support for those preparing to 
take the Landscape Architect Registration Exam (LARE)-
formerly the Unifi ed National Exam (UNE). Originally begun 
by Karen Beck, with signifi cant help from Brent Narkawicz 
and Arek Galle, and then Adam Latham, these review courses 
have been one of the only locally-available resources for this 
requirement for licensure, and attracted attendees from 
Maine to New York (and sometimes beyond).

RIASLA (as an ASLA chapter) has provided countless 
informational and social programs throughout these 
30 years.  These include monthly executive committee 
meetings, biannual professional design awards, biannual 
student design awards, biannual Past Presidents Awards, 
URI and RISD lecture series support, product seminars and 
development workshops, RI Spring Flower Show exhibits, a 

Photo Gallery exhibit, Park(ing) Day development, a monthly 
newsletter (which goes out to over 200 individuals, all our 
cities and towns, and government offi  cials), a website, 
representation at annual Advocacy Day events, and now 
LACEs provider. 

During these years, RIASLA members have also been active 
participants in our state licensure board, especially in the 
person of Sara Bradford, who has been on the state board 
since its inception in 1975, and has skillfully protected our 
law over all these years and iterations. She has mentored 
chapter members Karen Beck, Steve Pilz, Sue Votta, and Mike 
Dowhan on this board as well.  Also at the state level, Barbara 
Petrarca oversaw the RI Department of Transportation’s 
landscape architecture unit since prior to the incorporation 
of our chapter, in order to safeguard visual resources along 
our state highways (sometimes the only part of our state 
visitors see!). In addition, she mentored Chris Fletcher, Karen 
Beck, Sue Votta and others in this position.  Wil Gates, Bob 
Weygand, Karst Hoogeboom, Elena Pascarella and others 
worked tirelessly in multiple state agencies to protect our 
natural and aesthetic resources.  Bob Weygand also spent 
several years in local, state and national government, as 
planning board member, state representative, Lieutenant 
Governor, and US Congressman.

We would be remiss if we didn’t mention our chapter 
sponsors and advertisers that we have had over the years.  
Small chapters like ours rely on this fi nancial support in 
order to function eff ectively, and the enthusiasm that these 
companies have for our profession is invaluable.  Some, like 
Unilock, O’Brien & Sons, Pavers by Ideal, Landscape Forms 
and Sylvan Nursery have been with us since the beginning; 
and others, like Victor Stanley, Anova, Aqueous Consultants, 
JP LaRue and UBS are newer but no less important and 
appreciated! Thank you so much for your past support and 
we hope to continue to work with you in the future!

Over the years, the RIASLA has repeatedly impressed those 
at the national level and in other ASLA chapters much bigger 
and more fi nancially robust than ours with our ability to get 
lots done with just a little. It has always been our members 
that have accomplished this, from stepping up to become 
executive committee members to individual eff orts on state 
and local boards, in state government, in our schools, and on 
our public and private landscapes. We have accomplished 
much in our 30 years, and we hope to continue the trend 
and accomplish much more. THANK YOU to all of you who 
have helped make our chapter the success that it is today, 
and thank you to those who will come after us.  Here’s to 
another 30 years!
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Hello Everyone! 
My year as President is almost up and I must say that 
it has been very exciting and rewarding. If you haven’t 
been on the Executive Committee or been President, 
please consider doing so. Your exposure to our profes-
sion will be enhanced on many levels.  Come join any 
of the meetings. Landscape Architects are great people 
and the comradery is uplifting!
During my two years so far I’ve become more attuned 
to Rhode Island policy making. This year RIASLA sent 
letters to Government offi  cials in the House of Repre-
sentatives urging them to “NO” on S2013 “An Act Relat-
ing to Criminal Off ences-Trespass and Vandalism (re-
quiring a property owner to maintain trees and shrubs 

that create a nuisance to abutting property owners). Another letter  was written to 
Governor Raimondo to veto legislation H-7651 and S-2591; Acts relating to Towns 
and Cities sub-division of land that was in direct confl ict with current wetland laws. 
.  Melissa Bagga, the new Advocacy Committee chair, will be updating us on the Ad-
vocacy Summit she attended in Indianapolis on August 12-14.
I am looking forward to participating, for the fi rst time, in Designxri ‘s annual event;  
DESIGN WEEK, taking place Wednesday September 14th through the 25th in Provi-
dence. The designxri website, (www.designxri.com/designweek ), sums up the event 
well;  ”DESIGN WEEK RI is 11 days of highly curated events that showcase RI’s design 
talent and design’s impact”. The schedule features: Morning Coff ee Meet+Greets at 
the double Parklet to be located at the Dean Hotel, breakfast session presentations, 
lunchtime Eat+Speak sessions ( There will be two sessions presented by landscape 
architects, one, The Searle Design Group, and the other, Ron Henderson), evening 
events with keynote speakers, open studios, drinks-with-designers, a Marathon 
Clambake, and the annual Design Week Gala event, where the latest inductees into 
the RI Design Hall of Fame will announced to the public. Please check out and con-
tinue to monitor the designer website during the next few weeks as the events are 
announced, and plan to attend some of the events.  This is a wonderful opportunity 
for Rhode Island designers from all disciplines to meet, reacquaint old friendships, 
interact, and celebrate Design. Some events are free and some events will be tick-
eted.

 Is anyone interested in being on the team designing and building the RIASLA spon-
sored parklet??? We need help, in any capacity! Parking Day is September 16th. 
Please let me know if you are interested! You can fi nd information about the event 
on www.asla.org/parkingday . Additionally, please remember to Tweet #ASLAPD16 
and National will put their favorite professional and student parklets in Landscape 
Architecture Magazine.

You’ve been hearing about this year being RIASLA’s 30th anniversary and now it’s 
time for our GALA event on Thursday September 29th from 5-9 PM. This is our time 
to socialize and celebrate our profession- A great party! It will be held in Newport at 
the OceanCliff  Hotel & Resort’s Upper Deck. Watch the sunset at this amazing ven-
ue overlooking the mouth of Narragansett Bay as we reminisce about our chapter, 
toast to our future and enjoy a lobster/clam bake! Please send in pictures or samples 

2015-2016 

Rhode Island Chapter 

American Society of

Landscape Architects

Executive Committee 

President

Kelly Carr 
kcarr@beta-inc.com

Past President

Megan Gardner, ASLA
megan@gardner-gerrish.com

President Elect 
Anjali Joshi

anjalijoshidesign@gmail.com

Trustee 

Jennifer Judge 
gravellyhilldg@yahoo.com

Treasurer 

Karen Beck 
kbeck@commonwealth-eng.com

 Secretary 
Melissa Bagga 

melissa@searledesigngroup.com

Member at Large

Richard Sheridan
rsheridan@uri.edu

Member at Large

Kurt van Dexter
kurtvandexter@gmail.com

Emerging Professionals 

Andrew Pichette
apichette@beta-inc.com

Newsletter Liaison

Nathan Socha
nsocha@beta-inc.com

Continued on page 10... 

President’s Letter
Kelly Carr, ASLA
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Why Use A  
 Professional Engineer   

             for Irrigation on Your  
 Landscape Design?  

Irrigation System Design  ▪  Rainwater Harvesting System Design  ▪  Water Feature Design  
Master Planning  ▪  Permitting  ▪  Expert Services  ▪  Construction Documentation  ▪  Construction Administration   

Licensed Professional Engineers  ▪  LEED Accredited Professionals  ▪  Certi ed Irrigation Designers 

Irrigation systems are complex with 
hydraulic and electrical components that 
need engineering design for efficient 
performance.   

A Professional Engineer can design 
landscape irrigation components such as 
rainwater harvesting systems, tanks, pumps, 
wells, electrical controls, and domestic 
water connections.   

Aqueous is a trusted engineering firm 
providing a number of landscape irrigation 
and water services to ensure that your vision 
and the owner’s investment is sustained in 
the long term. 

Hingham Middle School Athletic Complex 
Hingham, Massachusetts 
Civil Engineer: Pare Corporation      Landscape Architect:  Birchwood Design Grou

CContact us to set up a Lunch--aand--LLearn at your office  

Michael Igo, PE, LEED AP, CID  
President 
mike@aqueousconsultants.com 
978.809.6420 

Sarah Moseley, PE 
Project Manager 
sarah@aqueousconsultants.com
978.846.5943 2 9  R i v er  S t r ee t  P . O.  Bo x  42 1 6  A nd o ver ,  MA  0 1 8 1 0  

w w w . a q ue o us co ns u l t a n t s . c om  

Proud Olmsted Group Sponsor of RIASLA 



Page 12 | September - October 2016 | RIASLA

LAF Continued.... 
as a necessity, a profession needing greater diversity and one 
where its practitioners are able to organize, engage and lead.  

As I better understood the process, it became clear that a 
single declaration and consensus would not be reached by 
the end of the two-day gathering.  The task is enormous, the 
issues complex and the ground uncharted, which is why this 
summit of landscape architecture in Philadelphia on the 50th 
Anniversary of “A Declaration of Concern” was so important 
and ultimately satisfying.  It might even serve as a second 
critical moment for a profession that is sorely needed and 
needs to declare that is ready to address the challenges ahead. 

The Biophilic DC initiative working group met to detail the vision 
statement and the goals for what DC will seek to accomplish in 
its commitment to making Washington a biophilic city. Also 
identifi ed was the need to develop a strategic plan and to invite 
additional partner agencies and organizations to participate 
in the discussions. Manager Linette Straus, ASLA, represented 
ASLA. 

The ASLA SITES AP Exam Prep work group met last week to 
discuss the webinar format development and content for the 
series, which is set to launch late August/early September. 

The steering committee for the Urban Topic Area of the U.S. 
Climate Resilience Toolkit recently met via conference call 
to discuss the availability of the toolkit to the general public 
as an eff ort led by the White House’s Offi  ce of Science and 
Technology and Policy and National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA). Manager Straus and Coordinator Ali 
Hay represented ASLA. Manager Shawn Balon, ASLA, also 
regularly contributes to this eff ort. ASLA’s contribution will focus 
on urban issues and case studies for the topic area. 

The Online Learning Student & Emerging Professionals 
SPOTLIGHT mini-series began this month with the presentation 
Urban Voids of Los Angeles, which off ered 1.0 PDH. Additional 
presentations in the SPOTLIGHT mini-series included: 
Correlating Patterns in the Urban Landscape: Biophilia and 
Landscape Confi guration; Capturing Perceptions: Instagram, 
Twitter, and Professional Practice; and The Importance of Good 
Design: Comparing Play in the UK vs US. 

The Documented Historic Landscapes section of ASLA’s Historic 
American Landscapes Survey (HALS) website, including the 
HALS map, has been updated. There are currently 720 HALS 
documented historic landscapes on the list, up from 700 in 
March 2016. This list is provided by National Park Service and 
updated quarterly, with links to the documentation on the 
Library of Congress’ website.

Forty-two entries were received in response to the 2016 HALS 
Challenge, second only to the 47 entries received in 2014. 
Participation in the HALS Challenge was promoted via two full-
page ads in LAM, on the ASLA homepage, The Field, LinkedIn, 
and in PPN emails. The winners will be announced during the 
HALS Subcommittee meeting in New Orleans on October 22.

On August 11, the National Planning Committee for the 2017 
New Partners for Smart Growth Conference met to review the 
call for session proposals. ASLA is an organizational member of 
the committee. Manager Shawn Balon, ASLA, participated in this 
call and the review of the Communications and Engagement, 
Equitable Development, and Environmental Justice categories.

Trustee’s Report Continued.... 
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30 EVENTS FOR 30 YEARS
1986 - 2016
Rhode Island Chapter of the American Society of Landscape Architects

Sponsors: Unilock, Victor Stanley, Aqueous Solutions and Anova

CONFERENCE

RIHPHC Conference 

North Kingstown / Exeter

APR

LECTURES

URI Landscape Series

URI Kingston Campus

SPR & FALL  

EVENTS

PARK(ING) DAY

Providence

SEP

FILMS

10 Parks That 

Changed America

RISD - Providence
APR

FILMS

Jens Jensen 

Documentary

Providence
MAY

PROGRAM

Preserving and Protecting 

Trees in Urban Landscapes  

Newport
MAR

EVENT

Earth Day

Statewide

APR

CONFERENCE

ASLA Annual Meeting

Louisiana

NOV

EVENT

RIASLA Holiday Party

Newport

DEC

NETWORKING

RIASLA Bike Rides 

Statewide

APR

NETWORKING

Beach Walk - CRMC

Statewide

JUL

EVENTS

RI WILD PLANT SOCIETY

Statewide

TBD

EVENTS

RIASLA 30th

Anniversary Party

TBD
SEP 24

EVENTS

DESIGNxRI

Providence

SPR & FALL  

LECTURES

RISD Lectures

Providence

SPR & FALL  

NETWORKING

RIASLA 

Emerging Professionals

Statewide
QUARTERLY

R I A S L A

OCTSEPT 29
OceanCliff  Newport

Risd

Providence
FALL
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LAF Summit in Philadelphia: 
A New Landscape Declaration?

In June 1966, a group of six landscape architects including 
Ian McHarg, Grady Clay, Campbell Miller, Charles Hammond, 
George Patton and John O. Simonds presented A Declaration 
of Concern, on behalf of their profession.  As Brad McKee 
reported in the July issue of LAM, it was a statement about 
“. . .  the environmental threat posed by an American society 
that was developing beyond control.” It was also a call to arms 
for landscape architects in order to avert the environment’s 
total destruction.  It was a bold motion at a tumultuous 
time. In 1966, people actions were not only impacting the 
environments around us, but the United States was at war in 
Southeast Asia, a cold war gripping much of the world that 
carried with it the threat of nuclear war, and the nation’s cities 
and college campuses were pulsing as hotbeds for social and 
racial unrest.  

Since that time much has changed in how we live, work, 
and play.  The profession of landscape architecture has also 
changed.  In fi fty years, science and technology, practice and 
materials and laws and regulations have changed the world 
and contributed to air and water quality improvements, 
natural area and endangered species protection, and better 
design and planning practices.  In much of the United States, 
people live longer, eat better, and have improved healthcare.   
At the same time, we recognize that with innovations in 
computing and technologies, people have more information 
available to them and are better connected than ever before, 
as we skype, text, and use digital communication software in 
our personal and professional lives.  Despite these and other 
developments, we stand at a precipice, as the threat from 
climate change casts a shadow over nations and cities, around 
the world.  As Americans living in the northeast, we may not 
feel as threatened, but as the eff ects of climate change are felt 
elsewhere and reported on in news and digital media, it has 
become clear that that something bold needs to be done. 

This is the context in which LAF, along with partners at Penn 
Design, announced the LAF Summit.  The Summit was billed 
as a time to carve out the New Landscape Declaration, 50 
years after the fi rst declaration was made.  It was advertised 
as 2 days and 1 stage with an impressive list of leaders from 
practice and academia who would be presenting their ideas.   
The fi rst day included 7 sessions and 28 presenters.  Each 
speaker was given ten minutes in which to off er a personal 
declaration of concern or need.  The second day was made 
up of 9 panels of fi ve.  The fi rst four panels were assigned one 
topic from the following four themes:  aesthetics, ecology, 
society and innovation.   A second group of three panels 
were divided amongst professionals from academia, private 
practice and public practice.  The last two panels represented 
organizations and emerging voices.  While the goal was 
to develop a New Landscape Declaration, the diversity of 
presenters and the institutions and fi rms they represented 
made the challenge diffi  cult if not impossible to complete 
in two days.   Still, the conference was an absolute success 
as it showed that there is a large community of concerned 
professionals and students willing to spend time and money 
on short notice in order to begin this critical conversation.  
Attendance by 700 was more than twice the number expected 
and included individuals from private, public and academic 
practices, as well as international attendees from North and 
South America, Europe, Asia, Africa, and Australia. 

The time was well-spent as the room of professionals sat 
transfi xed by many of the speakers, who comprised a 
who’s who of landscape architecture’s most accomplished 
practitioners and leaders from the United States and 
abroad.  The list included Gina Ford, Patricia O’Donnell, Mario 
Schjetnan, Konjian Yu, James Corner, Martha Schwartz, Randy 
Hester, Kristina Hill, Nina-Marie Lister, Kate Orff , Anne Spirn, 
Laurie Olin, Peter Walker, and many more who presented 
passionate declarations, design philosophies, and personal 
thoughts.  Each session also had a moderator who steered 
and kept track of questions and times.  Glancing at the list 
of participants, I was amazed that hundreds more attendees 
were not in Philadelphia taking pictures of this gathering 
(https://lafoundation.org/news-events/2016-summit/.  Topics 
ranged from population growth, drought, poor water quality 
and food insecurity, to civil wars, terrorism, a refugee crisis 
and an uncertain future.  Speakers proposed cities for people 
and the planet, advocated for culture-based sustainable 
development, and an ecology based aesthetic.  Other speakers 
emphasized urban ecology, landscape urbanism, and informal 
urbanization.  While few speakers tackled climate change, 
Martha Schwartz not only spoke about it, but called for the 
creation of a political wing to support bold research and 
political action, while Kristina Hill urged the room to approach 
climate change with a greater sense of urgency.  Still others 
felt a declaration needed to focus on landscape architecture 
Continued on page 12... 

By Will Green, ASLA
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888.535.5005  |  anovafurnishings.com

  First and Lasting Impressions®

Rob Colonder
National Sales Manager

720.539.0997 cell

rob@anovafurnishings.com

OLMSTED SPONSORCoronado Bench 
 Bamboo | Recycled Plastic

Coronado bench in honey bamboo and textured pewter. 
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President’s Letter Continued.... 

of work for the banner. 

The ASLA Annual Meeting and Expo has been moved up from 
its usual time in November to October 21-24 in New Orleans 
at the Ernest N. Morial Convention Center. Remember to book 
within the ASLA hotel block for an additional discount on reg-
istration. Visit www.aslameeting2016.com  for more info. Ho-
tel rooms are fi lling up fast. Book now before they are gone! 
On the web site you can look to see who has registered. Jenn, 
Anjali, Karen and I will be attending and would love to get to-
gether with anyone from RI. Let us know!

Other important news to note is:
• Next RIASLA ExCom meetings will be (They are open to all 

chapter members):
• September 12th  , Monday at 6 pm - Landscape Elements 

in Warwick
•  October 6th, Thursday at 6pm - RISD, BEB 106, Providence.  
• A bike tour with Megan Gardner on October 2nd. 
• Welcome to Andrew Pichette as the new Emerging Profes-

sionals Chair
• We have openings on the Advocacy, Membership, Emerg-

ing Professionals and Public Relations Committees. Your 
involvement is important!

• Please add riasla@gmail.com to your browser! Future 
emails will be coming from this address this fall!

• Make sure to keep updated with happenings and news at 
www.riasla.org  or please feel free to contact me at kcarr@
beta-inc.com.

• 
Best regards and we look forward to seeing you for our 30th 
on September 29th!

 Kelly Carr
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Girls’ night out since 1962.
For over 50 years, Victor Stanley has designed, engineered, and manufactured timeless site furnishings so you can bring 

communities to life. Our Steelsites™ bistro tables + seats are a modern take on the traditional small group table and seats, 
requiring minimal space while maximizing utility. Available in two heights and diameters with solid or perforated tabletops, 

you can dress them up in funky colors, or color match them to blend with the surroundings in your site.

Contact Charlene Vera at charlenev@victorstanley.com

BistBisttBistro Tro Tro TTableableableables:s: Us: UUS PaS Paatenttenttenttent D727D72D7224,87874,874,874,872 S;2 S;2 S;22 S
CanaCanaCanaanada da dda 11153595359535935 1. U1. U1. U1 mbrembrembrembr lla llallaa not nono inclinclnclncludededuded..
BistBisttro Sro Sro eatseatseats witwitwitwith bah bah bah bah cks.cks.cks.cks

V I C T O R S T A N L E Y . C O M
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Hi Everyone, 
I hope that you all have been having 
a great summer! We have been busy 
at work in preparation of our 30th 
Anniversary celebration, PARKing 
Day as well as collaboration with 
DesignxRI week. I hope to see you 
in Newport next month as I hope to 
have the opportunity to meet those 
that were part of the origination of 

this Chapter, as well as, meeting all who have helped it become 
a great entity it is, along the way! I look forward to representing 
our Chapter while attending the Board of Trustees meeting in 
New Orleans at the annual meeting in October and hope to see 
you there!
 
Executive Offi  ces
 
EVP Somerville was recently interviewed by Kresge Foundation 
consultants about ASLA’s and landscape architects’ knowledge 
of and initiatives related to climate change.  The Kresge 
Foundation is assessing needs and opportunities for supporting 
resilient communities; fi ndings will help the Foundation target 
its grants.   

The Constitution and Bylaws Committee met last Friday to 
begin review of the Chapter Model Constitution and Bylaws. 
The recommended revisions will be presented to the Board of 
Trustees at their annual meeting in New Orleans.

Last week, EVP Somerville, Professional Practice Manager 
Linette Straus, ASLA, and Corporate Secretary Curt Millay, 
ASLA, met with David Do, Director of the D.C. Mayor’s Offi  ce 
of Asian and Pacifi c Islander Liaison, and representatives of 
the Mount Vernon Triangle Community Improvement District, 
DowntownDC BID, Mount Vernon Advisory Neighborhood 
Commission, and National Park Service to review the status and 
preliminary design concepts for Chinatown and Milian Parks, 
discuss the review and approval process, and identify next 
steps.  

Government Aff airs

ASLA has joined with allied organizations and other members 
of the National Parks Second Century Action Coalition in 
sending a letter to the leaders of the House/Senate Conference 
Committee on S. 2012, the Energy Policy Modernization 
Act of 2016 urging them to include a National Park Service 
(NPS) centennial package in the fi nal conference report. 
NPS celebrates its centennial anniversary on August 25, and 
Congress has not completed its action on a centennial package. 

Trustee’s Report
Jenn Judge, ASLA

The Transportation Research Board (TRB) will conduct the 
webinar Vulnerable Road Users Safety: What Cities Can Do 
To Make Things Better? on September 27 from 2-3:30 p.m. 
EDT. The webinar will discuss how to improve the safety of 
vulnerable road users, who are more likely to be severely 
injured if involved in a crash. Road users include pedestrians, 
bicyclists, motorcyclists, children and the senior population, 
and people with special needs. The number of vulnerable road 
users is expected to increase as cities increase their multimodal 
infrastructure investments.  

The fi rst-ever Complete Streets conference, Street Lights: 
Illuminating Implementation and Equity in Complete Streets, 
will take place on November 15, 2016, in Sacramento, CA. 
The day-long conference will be a chance for transportation 
planners and engineers, community, equity, and health 
advocates, local offi  cials, and Complete Streets practitioners 
to share ideas, brainstorm solutions, and celebrate the success 
of the Complete Streets movement. The conference comes 
at an incredibly exciting time, as Congress recently included 
Complete Streets language in its new federal transportation 
law and almost 1,000 local Complete Streets policies are in 
place nationwide. 

ASLA Government Aff airs activated the iAdvocate network 
to inform members of a webinar, Community Connections: 
Redesigning Highways to Improve Neighborhood Access and 
Livability, that took place this month. The Federal Highway 
Administration, in partnership with the Project for Public 
Spaces and Sevatec, discussed strategies to improve livability 
and neighborhood connectivity through collaborative 
eff orts in order to reconnect communities, create economic 
development opportunities, and promote multimodal 
accessibility in areas with major highways.

ASLA Government Aff airs hosted an Olympic-themed 2016 
Advocacy Summit this month in Indianapolis, IN, that opened 
with an evening reception to welcome the 35-plus attendees. 
The summit included guest speakers Hodge Patel, State Director 
for U.S. Senator Joe Donnelly, and Brian Gould, Government 
Aff airs Director of the Indiana Association of Cities and Towns. 
There were two interactive breakout sessions “Planning 
Legislative and Agency Lobby Days,” and “Conducting Meetings 
with Legislators.” Participants learned about the new Licensure 
Advocacy Toolkit which will be available on the ASLA website by 
September 1. On the fi nal day a representative from the Indiana 
Environmental Council joined the delegation on project tours 
of the Indianapolis Cultural Trail and the Georgia Street Project. 
The tour was led by Tom Gallagher, ASLA, and Kevin Osburn, 
ASLA. For more information, contact State Government Aff airs 
Director Elizabeth Hebron; phone, (202) 216-2324

Member and Chapter Services 
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Trustee’s Report Continued.... 
Staff  is currently in the process of notifying the individuals 
selected by President-Elect Vaughn Rinner, FASLA, to serve on 
the new Student Advisory Committee and Associate Advisory 
Committee.  The competition was fi erce, and an eff ort is being 
made to fi nd additional committee volunteer opportunities for 
those who were not selected. 

This month, chapter leaders received the bi-monthly Leadership 
Link, produced by the   Leadership Development Committee.  
This issue provided tips on engaging emerging leaders.

This month, the Emerging Professionals Committee hosted 
another “Ask Me Anything” Google Hangout event.  This 
month’s speaker was David Rubin, ASLA.  Previous AMA events 
can be viewed on YouTube at ASLA Emerging Professionals Ask 
Me Anything.

Public Relations and Communications

Senior Communications Manager Jared Green was in Toronto 
July 29-31 to produce a virtual reality fi rm in Underpass Park. 
The fi lm will be narrated by Greg Smallenberg of Phillips 
Farenvaag Smallenberg (PFS Studio) in Vancouver, one of 
Canada’s leading landscape architects, and will be produced by 
Ian Tuason, a Toronto-based VR fi lm maker. This fi lm is believed 

to be one of the very fi rst—if not the fi rst—examples of virtual 
reality used for landscape architecture. 

Ten fi rms responded to an RFP for ASLA’s rebranding eff ort. 
Proposals are being reviewed to narrow to three or four for 
follow-up interviews via webinar. Reviewers include ASLA 
President Chad Danos, FASLA; President-Elect Vaughan 
Rinner, FASLA; EVP Nancy Somerville, Hon. ASLA; ASLA VP of 
Communications Mike Stanley, ASLA; ASLA Corporate Secretary 
Curt Millay, ASLA; Landscape Architecture Magazine Editor Brad 
McKee; and PR and Communications Director Terry Poltrack.

Staff  are preparing a media push for National Hispanic Heritage 
Month, September 15-October 15.They are working with Latino 
Diversity Summit attendees to pitch the profession to Latino 
youth.

ASLA received confi rmation from the D.C. Environmental 
Education Consortium that it will exhibit at the tenth annual 
D.C. Teacher Appreciation Night on September 29 at the U.S. 
Botanic Garden. ASLA staff  will meet with District teachers who 
integrate environmental education into the classroom.

Professional Practice 

Continued on page 12... 


