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URI STUDENTS WIN AWARD FOR PROPOSAL TO
PROTECT PORT OF GALILEE FROM SEA-LEVEL RISE
KINGSTON, R.I., Nov. 16, 2016 — University of Rhode Island
students have won a state award for their proposal to protect
the Port of Galilee from rising sea levels caused by climate
change.
The Rhode Island chapter of the American Planning
Association selected “Galilee: A Vision for a Resilient Port’’ as
the winner in the student category.
Landscape architecture, environmental science and
management, and marine affairs students participated in the
studio and contributed to the report, which was prepared by
William A. Green, a professor in URI’s Landscape Architecture
Department; Austin Becker, assistant professor of Coastal
Planning, Policy and Design at URI; Antone Almeida, a URI
undergraduate; and Mary-Kate Kane, a URI graduate student.
The students, who worked on the project as a class during the
fall semester and continued working on it while preparing
posters for the Keeping Newport above Water conference
(spring 2016), were responding to the concerns that sea levels
will rise 3 to 5 feet or more in Rhode Island by 2100.
The Port of Galilee, the state’s largest fishing port and critical
transportation hub for Block Island, stands to be affected,
especially during coastal storms. For the project, which
was funded by the RI Foundation with assistance from the
URI Coastal Resources Center, saw the students working on
designs to make the port more resilient and sustainable. The
projects range from constructing floating buildings and a
living breakwater system to installing walking paths through
wetlands and rebuilding the dunes at Salty Brine State Beach.
The living breakwater system would be made up of reef balls,
grass plantings and eco-friendly concrete. The floating project
involves buildings that would be constructed on cement
foundations, but would float during floods.
Students also suggested creating more efficient parking and
a museum about the community and its fishing history. Policy
ideas were also proposed.

“The awards committee loved the project,” said Jeff Davis,
the planning group’s awards chair and a project planner
for the Horsley Witten Group in Providence. “It involved
fantastic ideas, meaningful, inclusive collaboration, great
visuals and robust data and trend analysis with inventive yet
regulatory-compliant solutions. We all hope to see steps taken
to implement these ideas both at Galilee and at other areas
along the Rhode Island coast.”
The award will be presented during a ceremony Jan. 12 at
Slater Mill in Pawtucket.
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President’s Letter
Anjali Joshi, ASLA, President
Thank you to those who were able to make the Holiday party!
It was great to see many familiar faces and meet some of you
for the first time. A big thank you to those who shared their
ideas for the coming year and stepped forward to volunteer
for just one event. Please continue to share your ideas and
thoughts. We all have creative minds and coming up with
ideas is our strength. We are also looking for suggestions
for venues for our events, please share any suggestions. Hope the holidays brought
some change of pace and much needed family time for each of you. The beginning
of the year brings so much promise with making plans for the coming year, reflecting
on the past years accomplishments, and lessons learned.
We will be doing the same at our RIASLA monthly meeting in earlyJanurary. We will
be taking a look at our events/activities from the last year and plan for the coming
year while also doing some strategic planning for the future of the chapter. I hope to
share these details in our future newsletters.
Lets take a quick look at this last year highlights
•

•

•
•
•

RIASLA became a LACES (Landscape Architecture Continuing Education Series)
provider. Our first event ”Collaborating with Arborist: Preserving and Protecting
Trees in Our Urban Landscapes” was well attended by members and non
members
We celebrated Landscape Architecture month with the film viewing and
discussion of “Jen Jensen: The Living Green” a documentary by Carey Lundin in
April
Our 30th Anniversary party at the Ocean Cliff in Newport in September
ASLA Annual meeting awards- RISD and URI students were recognized with
awards at the annual meeting
10 Parks Documentary aired in November followed by a panel discussion. In
addition to members we had participation from Downtown Providence Parks
Conservancy who requested more dialogue on our parks.
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A BIG THANK YOU ! to our past president Kelly Carr and our dedicated executive
committee that continues to work tirelessly on your behalf. Special thanks to Nathan
Socha for managing our newsletter and website. I really look forward to continuing
to work with you all again this year.

Member at Large
Richard Sheridan
rsheridan@uri.edu

Kicking off my year as President at the Annual ASLA meeting in New Orleans was
an eye opening and exciting experience. Even after all these years since Katrina the
city is still recovering slowly. An education session on Crescent Park was especially
inspiring. A visit to the newly built section of crescent Park was testimony to how
Landscape Architecture can truly bring change into cities and impact peoples
lives. Hargreaves associates created a masterplan for the entire waterfront district
in collaboration with local architects, developers and city departments. Please see
this link http://www.reinventingthecrescent.org. The hope is that this will bring
much needed economic benefits in addition to adding valuable open space for city
dwellers. The walk with women in architecture PPN was another great opportunity
to see more of the cities landmarks while connecting with women landscape
architects.

Member at Large
Kurt van Dexter
kurtvandexter@gmail.com

Continued on page 10...

Emerging Professionals
Andrew Pichette
apichette@beta-inc.com

THE POSSIBILITIES
ARE ENDLESS.
Our team has been trusted
for over 40 years to
provide technical expertise
and project support in the
exploration of segmental
paving product options.
Optimizing color, ﬁnish,
texture and size, we have
what it takes to bring
your vision to life.

PROJECT: 100 Pier 4. Boston, MA
DESIGN: Mikyoung Kim
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Nathan Socha
nsocha@beta-inc.com

PRODUCT: Holland Premier™
Contact your Unilock Representative for samples, product information
and to arrange a Lunch & Learn for your team.

UNILOCK.COM 1-800-UNILOCK
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Feb 6th, at 6pm
Excom Meeting at Besos Kitchen and Cocktails
378 Main St, East Greenwich, RI 02818
(401) 398-8855 besoskitchenandcocktails.com
Mar 2nd, at 5.30pm
Excom Meeting at URI Rodman Hall conference room
45 Upper College Road, Kingston, RI
April 3, at 6 pm
Excom Meeting at RISD Nature Lab
Waterman Building, 13 Waterman Street Providence, RI
02903
May 8th at 6 pm
Excom Meeting at RISD Nature Lab
Waterman Building, 13 Waterman Street Providence, RI
02903
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UPCOMING URI LECTURES
March 2,
Kristina Hill, Ph.D., Associate Professor Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning, University of California at Berkeley
Title: “Strategies for future shores: An honest assessment
of the unthinkable”
April 6
Cheri Ruane, ASLA, Spurr Design Group, Boston, MA
Title: TBA

Lectures begin at 7:00 P.M. and will be held in the Chemistry Building BURP 105 on the Kingston Campus of URI. All
lectures are free and open to the public. The lecture halls
are handicapped accessible. General questions about the
series may be directed to 874-2983 or to wagre@uri.edu.

You can tell it’s Victor Stanley.
It can tell your landfill diversion.
I N T R O D U C I N G V I C T O R S TA N L E Y R E L AY ™

Never make another half-full collection again. Our Relay technology continuously monitors ﬁll level, but that’s just
the beginning. It also conveys system temperature, weight, location via GPS and collection status, in real-time and
historically. We built the sensor to integrate invisibly and seamlessly with our waste and recycling receptacles, so you can
take advantage of the cost and time efﬁciencies whether you retroﬁt Relay or make it part of new receptacle orders.

FGP
Nadene Worth
RI, MA, ME, VT, NH
800.430.6206 x1325
nadenew@landscapeforms.com
Designed by Francisco Gomez Paz

D E S I G N . C U LT U R E . C R A F T.

Contact Charlene Vera at charlenev@victorstanley.com
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Trustee’s Report
Jenn Judge, ASLA
Hi All
Winter is officially knocking on
our doorstep but just think…after
December 21st, each day will bring
us more daylight to enjoy. Anjali
Joshi, Kelly Carr and myself attended
the Chapter President’s and Board of
Trustee meetings while at the ASLA
Annual Meeting in New Orleans in
October. I enjoyed the opportunity
in attending a lot of great education sessions as well as amazing
experiences of southern cuisine and local music.
I am happy to share that in effort to ASLA’s focus on the needs of
emerging professionals and how they can best meet the needs
of the recent graduates, National has provided a new stepped
down dues structure that hopefully will allow more Emerging
Professionals the opportunity to become ASLA members.
Also, the Board of Trustees approved the creation of two new
committees this year – a Student Advisory Committee and
an Associate Advisory Committee. There will be three open
seats on each committee next year and the terms will be for
two years. A representative from each Committee will have the
opportunity to attend the Board of Trustees meetings for the
following:
• Help to inform the Board directly to provide input and
feedback
• To inform annual program development and prioritysetting,
• Provide support to the student chapters and student
chapter presidents,
• Develop content for publications and social media.
• Student and Associate ASLA Members interested in serving
on these committees should let me know ASAP.
ASLA Council of Fellows Scholarship Applications DUE
February 15
The ASLA Council of Fellows Scholarship provides up to
three $5,000 awards to promising undergraduate students
in landscape architecture. The scholarship was established to
aid outstanding students who would not otherwise have an
opportunity to continue a professional degree program due to
unmet financial need; increase the interest and participation
of economically disadvantaged and under-represented
populations in the study of landscape architecture; and enrich
the profession of landscape architecture through a more diverse
population.
For more information on this scholarship and LAF’s full list of
2016-2017 scholarship and fellowship offerings, visit www.
lafoundation.org/scholarships.
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*NEW SITES AP Exam Chapter Contest: The SITES AP Exam
has launched and is available at your nearest Prometric location!
The chapter with the most people and the chapter with the
greatest percentage of their membership that register and take
the exam by January 31, 2017 will be awarded a half-day SITES
workshop in 2017!!! Please note that all test takers in the beta
period (First 200 test takers,) will be able to take the exam again
one additional time if they do not pass!
Please keep a tally of your members that take the exam
(Including those that may have already taken it) and send it to
Linette Straus at lstraus@asla.org by January 31, 2017.
Register for the exam at: http://www.sustainablesites.org/sitesap.
The SITES accredited professional provides landscape architects
with the opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge,
expertise and commitment to the profession. It also establishes
a common framework to define the profession of sustainable
landscape design and development.
Executive Offices
EVP Nancy Somerville, Hon. ASLA, presented on “Landscape
Architecture and Healthy, Resilient Communities” as part of
the panel “Working Together: A Call to Action for Healthy
Communities” at the American Public Health Association
meeting in Denver on November 1. A joint industry statement
and a press release promoting partnerships between public
health officials and the planning and design professions are in
the works. Professional Practice Manager Shawn Balon, ASLA,
and Public Relations Manager Karen Trimbath participated in
the development of the Call to Action and the APHA panel.
EVP Somerville and Past President Barry Starke, FASLA,
recently participated in the Board meeting of the Renewable
Natural Resources Foundation (RNRF). Agenda items
included RNRF’s upcoming Congress on Harnessing Big Data
for the Environment, to be held December 6-7. Also attending
was Virginia Chapter Trustee LuGay Lanier, FASLA, who is
stepping in as ASLA Representative to RNRF. Starke will
continue to serve on the RNRF Board and Executive Committee
as a public interest member.

The 2017 Council of Fellows Call for Nominations is now
open. Chapter executive committees received lists of eligible
members from their chapters in June. Please visit the Council
of Fellows website or contact Corporate Secretary Curt Millay,
ASLA, for more details or questions. The deadline for completed
submissions to ASLA is Friday, January 20, 2017.

Proud Olmsted Group Sponsor of RIASLA
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for Irrigation on Your
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can
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components

such as

Hingham Middle School Athletic Complex
Hingham, Massachusetts

Civil Engineer: Pare Corporation

6

Landscape Architect: Birchwood Design Grou

rainwater harvesting systems, tanks, pumps,
wells,

electrical

water connections.
Aqueous

is

a

controls,

trusted

and

domestic

engineering

firm

providing a number of landscape irrigation
and water services to ensure that your vision

and the owner’s investment is sustained in
the long term.

C ontact us to set up a Lunch - a nd-- L earn at your office

29 River Street P.O. Box 4216 Andover, MA 01810

Michael Igo, PE, LEED AP, CID

Sarah Moseley, PE

President

Project Manager

mike@aqueousconsultants.com

sarah@aqueousconsultants.com

978.809.6420

978.846.5943

www.aqueousconsultants.com

Irrigation System Design ▪ Rainwater Harvesting System Design ▪ Water Feature Design

President Vaughn Rinner, FASLA, the rebranding task force,
and staff met with Poulin+Morris for a rebranding kick-off
meeting today.
Past President Mark Focht, FASLA, represented ASLA at the AIA
Build America Summit—
The Future of America’s

Master Planning ▪ Permitting ▪ Expert Services ▪ Construction Documentation ▪ Construction Administration
Licensed Professional Engineers ▪ LEED Accredited Professionals ▪ CertiƄed Irrigation Designers
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Trustee’s Report Continued....
President-Elect Donald Trump has selected Elaine Chao, the
former Labor secretary under George
W. Bush and a
deputy secretary of transportation under President George H.
W. Bush, to head the
Department
of
Transportation.
Since leaving public service, Chao has run the United Way
foundation, served as a fellow at the Heritage Foundation, and
was a contributor to Fox News. She is U.S. Senate majority leader
Mitch McConnell (KY). ASLA is working with coalition partners
to evaluate and analyze Chao’s appointment and what it could
mean for active transportation programs.
Federal Government Affairs Director Roxanne Blackwell, Hon.
ASLA, participated in America’s Byways 25!, a celebration of
the 25th Anniversary of the National Scenic Byways Program
with
Former U.S. Deputy Secretary of Transportation John
Porcari as the keynote speaker. Bud Wright,
Executive
Director of the American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials (AASHTO) received a leadership
award during the meeting.
Meetings
JANUARY 6-8th
MARCH 23-25th
APRIL 26-29th
OCTOBER 19-20th

PUBLIC AWARENESS Summit, Savannah, GA
LABASH, College Park, MD
BOT/CPC ASLA MID-YEAR Meeting, Washington DC
BOT/CPC Meeting, Los Angeles, CA

Landscape Architecture Magazine
Brad McKee took part November 2 in a roundtable about
landscape architecture and the corporate workplace,
hosted by Landscape Forms at the Google headquarters in
Mountain View, California. Mary Davidge, the director of campus
design at Google, moderated the discussion, which covered a
growing emphasis among technology companies to focus as
much on exterior environments as interiors in the design of
productive workplaces, and ways to measure the results of that
focus.

Member and Chapter Services
On November 7, chapter leaders received the monthly
Membership Minute which provided
information on the
different resources available to chapter membership chairs.
Chapter leaders also received their monthly chapter renewal
reports.
In November, an email was sent to the 400 student members
with a 2016 graduation date reminding them of their Free
Associate member benefit, which will expire when the new
Emerging Professionals Graduated Dues Program takes effect
on January 1, 2017. Thus far, nearly 50 graduating students have
taken advantage of this benefit.
On December 5, the Leadership Development Committee began
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exploring projects for its committee year, including outreach to
chapters on the value of sponsoring emerging professionals
and students to attend ASLA Advocacy Day or the ASLA Annual
Meeting and Expo.

Public Relations and Communications
As part of the increased focus on diversity, senior communications
manager Green conducted interviews with leading African
American landscape architects and policymakers at the
annual meeting. Interviews were conducted with Diane Jones
Allen, ASLA, a landscape architect based in New Orleans;
Kona Gray, ASLA, a principal at EDSA; and Mitchel Silver, the
commissioner for parks and recreation in New York City.

Education Programs and LAAB
The Call for Presentations for the 2017 ASLA Annual
Meeting and EXPO opened on Tuesday, December 6, and will
remain open until February 1, 2017. An email notification was
sent to all current, former, and prospective members as well as
allied organizations and professionals.
Professional Practice and IT
Education VP David Cutter, ASLA, and staff members Balon,
McKee, Millay, and Somerville were among the beta testers
of the SITES AP examination on October 25. Exam results will
become available in three to four months. Professional Practice
Manager Straus is planning a chapter-based contest to promote
participation in the SITES AP exam.
Stay warm this winter!!
Best wishes to a Healthy, Peaceful and Prosperous New Year!
Cheers,
Jenn

Trustee’s Report Continued....
Communities, Cities and Towns, in NYC. Focht was a panelist
on “Five Strategies to Renew Communities’ Essential Buildings”
along with representatives of AIA, APA, ASID, ASCE, ULI and the
International Code Council.
Government Affairs
ASLA joined in signing a letter from the National Parks Second
Century Action Coalition thanking appropriations chairs and
ranking members for a continuing resolution that extends
the Federal Lands Recreation Enhancement Act (FLREA)
through September 30, 2018. Without this extension, public
lands would have lost over $300 million annually. Management
of our national parks is funded primarily by appropriations and
the coalition is committed to working with the congressional
committees to provide additional resources and identifying
supplemental sources of funding.
The U.S. Forest Service recently announced the launch of the new
Urban & Community Forestry (UCF) and National Urban
and Community Forestry Advisory Council websites, which
have been migrated to the Forest Service’s new, modernized
web platform, and the information has been streamlined and
updated to reflect communities’ contemporary priorities. The
site also features a slideshow of partnership organizations,
including the innovative collaboration and coordination
happening with the Sustainable Urban Forest Coalition, of
which ASLA is a member.

ASLA sent a letter to congressional champion Representative
Reid Ribble (WI) thanking him for his leadership in
advancing the natural and nature-based solutions provision
during consideration of the Water Resources Development
Act (WRDA) of 2016. The provision would provide important
opportunities for landscape architects to continue designing
and implementing natural and nature-based approaches in an
array of water infrastructure projects such as wetlands, natural
floodplains, coastal dunes, ocean reefs, and others. The House
and Senate are expected to continue work on WRDA during the
upcoming lame duck session.

A major licensure victory in the District of Columbia! On
Tuesday, December 6, the D.C. City Council unanimously
passed the Regulation of Landscape Architecture and
Professional Design Firms Amendment Act of 2016 (Bill 21790). The legislation establishes the requirement of licensure
to practice landscape architecture in the District of Columbia.
The measure now goes to the mayor for signature in January
followed by a 30-day congressional review. Once these last steps
are complete, every jurisdiction in the United States will now
require the licensing of landscape architects.
December 6th, the National Park Service (NPS) Centennial
Challenge legislation unanimously passed the House of
Representatives and now moves to the U.S. Senate for
consideration. ASLA joined with allied organizations to send a
letter to Congress urging passage of the measure.

Continued on page 12...
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President’s Letter Continued....
I grew up in multiple cities with very few open spaces and
playgrounds. Landscape Architecture now seems like an
obvious career choice since I was always around construction
sites my dad would bring me to. He was a civil engineer
and had several architect friends. As a young architecture
student working in a densely built up city like Mumbai where
open space is limited my building designs often included
courtyards, terraced green roofs to again some green space.
Landscape studios with the only Landscape architecture firms
at the time had me hooked to the profession. I continued to
work in mainstream architecture studios for a while. However
a chance encounter with a visiting RISD grad at an architecture
office in Mumbai changed the course of my life.
I went on to complete the MLA program in Landscape
architecture from RISD.
I am both an Architect and a Landscape Architect by training.
My continued interest in multidisciplinary design brought me
to a variety of firms like Mikyoung Kim Design, Searle & Searle
Landscape Architects, Martha Moore Landscape Architect and
Wooding design. I had the opportunity to work on a variety of
design scales from the design of light fixtures, to public plazas,
and creating vernacular landscapes.
I have been a RI resident since the last 20 + years. With the
need for greater flexibility in my life while raising my daughter
I launched my own design firm in 2012. I continue to work on
multidisciplinary residential and small public projects.

•

ensure they get the support they need throughout their
careers.
Growing our LACES (Landscape architecture continuing
education series) events. Offering continuing education
opportunities to members and non members close to
home can ensure they can keep up with the changes and
educational needs for their Licensure requirements.

Introducing

Mixx
Tables | Benches | Stools

OLMSTED SPONSOR

As a Chapter President once rightly said, the more you give the
more you get back.
Best,
Anjali Joshi

Sustainable SITES Initiative v2 is Fully
Realized
Finally, there is a standard for measuring site performance on
par with LEED for buildings. When a building is being measured
for a LEED rating there are relatively few metrics that relate to
the scope of the Landscape Architect. Now, with SITES, there
is an effective way to measure the performance of the project
beyond the façade of a building, or if the project contains no
structures at all (parks, open space, etc.).
If SITES certification is a goal of the developer or mandated by
a municipality, the landscape architect needs to make certain
early-stage design decisions to ensure that certification is not
only planned for, but is also feasible.

This is my fifth year serving on the executive committee and I
really look forward to working with the executive committee
members.
Here are our GOALS FOR THIS YEAR:
•

•

•

Engaging with our legislators, senators can be a great
way to help them understand how they can support our
profession – Site visits to completed projects, where they
are able to experience their decisions in action and see our
hard work is a powerful way to share what we do. Please
let us know if you have projects that we can tour with our
legislators.
Strengthening our connections with allied professionals –
AAI and IIDA, RINLA, to name a few. We have so much in
common and share the same challenges. In a small state
such as ours sharing more resources and working together
could really expand what we could accomplish.
Supporting our emerging professionals as well as women
in their careers as Landscape Architects. Being an LA can
be a challenging career choice especially with keeping
a work life balance. Mentoring young professionals can

Bob Evans
Business Development
United States
314.495.8357 cell

bob@anovafurnishings.com
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