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Cultural  Cues and Communit y Engagement for  Creative Placemaking 

How can community engagement and cultural infl uences of the built 
environment help in creating a sense of place? These questions were 
explored in an urban planning study and report titled “Cultivating 
Economic Prosperity and Creating Identity Along Historic South Main 
Street in Santa Ana (California).  Though this was a planning document, 
exploring and understanding the synergetic relationship between the 
built and physical environments can be applicable across all design 
disciplines, including landscape architecture.

Main Street in Santa Ana, California, was once Highway 101, a thriving 
corridor full of shops, character, and history. Over time, changes to the 
urban fabric including freeway development and big-box stores, gave 
way to the “placelessness” that exists today. Today, South Main Street is a 
linkage for businesses, commercial areas, popular destinations in Orange 
County, and is the connection to the heart of Downtown Santa Ana. The 
research area included the adjacent neighborhoods that bordered the 
approximately three-mile stretch of South Main. The project area had 
a signifi cantly higher Latino population (94%), than the rest of Santa 
Ana (74%) and Orange County (35%). These census, statistical, and 
geographical data were augmented through many fi rst-hand eff orts. 

The focus of this project was to research the symbiotic relationship 
between socio-cultural and physical environments. This included 
identifying cultural ecological concepts evident in the existing built 
environment as well as traditional Latino streetscapes. Understanding 
the cultural relationships to space was particularly important. During 
the data collection phase of the project, long interviews were conducted 
with a number of stakeholders, including the merchants’ association 
members, individual business owners, and planners. Interviews were also 
conducted with members of the adjacent neighborhood associations. 
Incorporation of community input, participation and engagement were 
sought in a number of ways. As it was found that not all community 
members were able or willing to participate in traditional mechanisms, 
such as speaking at announced public meetings, engagement eff orts 
were broadened to four levels: Individual level, family level, community 
level, and (the usual) city planning level. Special eff ort was made to seek 
involvement and feedback at each of the above. In addition to standard 
verbal techniques, engagement was sought through story telling and 
artwork. 

Culture can be defi ned as a set of interacting people with shared beliefs, 
values and norms. Cultural ecological concepts provided knowledge, 
cues and meaning related to the built environment. These include 
nonverbal communication cues that communicate meaning through 
visual elements, sounds, smells, languages, and activities in the physical 
environment. Demographic data led to a study of the local Latino/
Mexican culture. 

Cultural Assessment of the built environment revealed that Latino 
heritage was evident throughout South Main. A variety of diff erent 
stores, including restaurants, retail, and auto services existed within 
the project area. The design, décor, and colors of the built environment 

refl ected Latino/Mexican heritage outside and inside some buildings. 
In many stores and restaurants, walls were painted in bright colors, the 
menus and signage were in Spanish and English, and furniture was 
embellished with symbolism and tiles. In the restaurants, the cuisine 
was symbolic and festive. In this area, although automobiles were 
prevalent, walking was also common. South Main Street is a busy fi fty-
foot-wide commercial corridor, with sidewalks less than ten feet wide. It 
is not pedestrian friendly, and is visually stark in nature. Conversely, the 
Mexican street is bright with color, terra cotta planters, varying street 
widths and sidewalks. 

The City of Santa Ana and the South Main Street Merchants Association 
desired a consistent aesthetic and attractive business environment, 
without losing sight of the neighborhood culture and historical 
character. City offi  cials were hopeful of rejuvenation of South Main and a 
stronger business corridor. Residents desired safer pedestrian circulation, 

By Kristin Kaczmarek Andel, RLA

Continued on page 6... 

Project Location, South Main Street in Santa Ana

The author recommend that the City adopt a Banner Program, 

in which neighborhood associations have the opportunity to 

contribute to the selection, design, and cultural representation. 
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Anjali Joshi, ASLA

Warm weather is fi nally here and with it comes the promise of enjoying visits to 
beautiful gardens, parks or perhaps enjoying your own garden. We kick started 
the summer here at RIASLA with our June meeting scheduled right after a tour 
of the Blue garden in Newport. RI. It was nice to see many RIASLA members 
who joined us at the chapter visit to the Blue Garden on a beautiful afternoon 
in early June. We all knew we were playing hooky in one way or another leaving 

our workday behind and yet it felt so good to be there. I know we all aspire to be outside to enjoy 
and experience gardens and works of landscape architecture and yet fi nd it so hard to tear ourselves 
from our workday to do just that. As it turns out we were the fi rst group of landscape architects to 
visit the garden since its restoration eff ort was complete in 2014. Experiencing landscapes is that rare 
opportunity to learn from our experience what enriches us as we walk these landscapes and makes 
them more robust with careful detailing so they can be enjoyed for decades to come. 

As Sarah Vance, a Landscape Architect and Director of the Blue Garden led us through the years of 
history and the restoration process, it was clear that the Blue Garden had received so much support 
from patrons, historians, and landscape architects, to bring it back to life from a state of disrepair. Sarah 
came to the project as a member of the Reed Hilderbrand design team. She spoke eloquently about 
how a die-hard modernist like her fell into this role of taking charge of this Italianate garden. “It is a 
working hospital of plants” she said a rare opportunity to dabble in Blue fl owering plants and needing 
to constantly refi ne which plants work better than others to extend the season, tolerate hot summers 
etc. Nursing the not so successful ones or replacing them with new ones is a constant eff ort with a large 
rabbit population.

As we entered the property the beautiful large rock outcroppings were a clue into its past. The 
subdivision, originally envisioned by Olmsted Junior is still preserved and embodies the original 
character of the spaces despite many changes over the years.  First commissioned by Mrs. Harriet 
Parsons James, a well-traveled patron with a discriminating artistic and horticultural sensibility, the 
Blue Garden was to be  “a monochromatic concentration of purples and blues.” Since then property 
subdivisions and changes in ownership had left the garden in serious decline. The vision of Dorothy 
Hamilton and the restoration design team has brought it back to life, transformed in many ways from 
its original form, size, details and yet embodying its original intent for many more generations to come. 

As we pulled out of the parking lot headed home we drove past the original carriage house to the 
property. I had the opportunity, to be involved with the master plan for the Wyndham carriage house, 
while working at Martha Moore Landscape architects. Martha’s landscape design looks like it had 
always been there.  A new outdoor kitchen, a pool is artfully integrated into the rock outcroppings 
connecting the homes stone exterior to the landscape seamlessly.  

Weaving the past modernist’s vision into the current fabric of the city, while bringing new meaning 
and use is also much needed at Cathedral Square, in downtown Providence. A recent talk hosted by 
the Providence Preservation Society led by Charles Birnbaum, and Tim love, highlighted the need for 
a call to action to landscape architects, historians, urban planners and more to study this public space 
more closely. Once designed by world-class architects and urban planners, I.M. Pei and Zion & Breen, 
it’s a vast lifeless space today with tremendous potential. How can we weave this once pedestrian plaza 
back into the fabric of the city that has changed to an automobile driven circulation pattern since? How 
can we breathe life into the vast built expanse with its lone fountain? The space is beckoning for our 
attention. Lets join the conversation in determining the future of these spaces. 

The legacy of works left behind by Landscape Architects have a powerful role in how open spaces 
are preserved and transformed for future generations. We so often are brought on to weave together 
so many design stories and bringing new meaning to these spaces while still preserving their intent. 
It’s an important role we play as Landscape architects no matter what our individual design style or 
preferences. 

Do you have a favorite garden, Park or urban plaza you like to visit or have designed? Please share 
photos to post on website as you enjoy them this summer. Send photos to rhodeislandasla@gmail.
com or share via instagram. 
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Our team has been trusted 
for over 40 years to 
provide technical expertise 
and project support in the 
exploration of segmental 
paving product options.

Optimizing color, fi nish, 
texture and size, we have 
what it takes to bring 
your vision to life. 

UNILOCK.COM     1-800-UNILOCK

PROJECT: 100 Pier 4. Boston, MA

DESIGN: Mikyoung Kim

PRODUCT: Holland Premier™

Contact your Unilock Representative for samples, product information 

and to arrange a Lunch & Learn for your team. 

THE POSSIBILITIES 
ARE ENDLESS.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

D E S I G N .  C U LT U R E .  C R A F T.

ASHBERY
Nadene Worth
RI, MA, ME, VT, NH
800.430.6206 x1325
nadenew@landscapeforms.com

Designed by Robert A. M. Stern

July 20th

CTASLA continuing education program, “Tough Plants, Tough 
Places” 
Naugatuck Valley Community College in Waterbury, CT. 

July 25 @ 1:00 pm EDT - 5:00 pm EDT

Alternatives to Lawns: 
Garden in the Woods
Cost: $30/$40

Aug 7th, 2017 (Mon)   

Full-day program of ConnDOT and the Transportation Research 
Board Committee on Landscape and Environmental Design 
Newington. 

Please reach out if you are interested in hosting and have Ideas on 
topics you are interested in. RIASLA will be hosting 3 events as part of 
DESIGN WEEK in September13-24 this year. This is a great opportunity to 
share what we do as Landscape architects with our fellow designers and 
network. Member volunteers are welcome and needed for these events. 

MEMBER SURVEY 
Please keep an eye for upcoming TWO PART SURVEY that you will be 
receiving from RIASLA in July. We would love your input in order to 
better serve your needs and get the most out of your membership. 
Your response will help us plan better for the next year in terms of 
programming, advocacy eff orts, newsletter content and website 
improvements. Please take the time to fi ll these out. 

ADVOCACY SUMMIT, MILWAUKEE Sep 8-10
RIASLA was one of the chapters selected to participate in an ASLA led 
advocacy summit to further ideas and share thoughts on what other 
chapters are doing and what we can do to advocate for the profession 
at the state level. Your ideas are welcome.

RIASLA DESIGN AWARDS 2017 
Please see our latest post on the website for details on the professional 
and student design awards. Entry forms and payments are due SEP 13th 
and digital entries must be uploaded by OCT 2ND 
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Receptacles that control waste. Including wastes of time.

Never make a half-full collection again. A wireless sensor and service that continuously monitors fill level, 
system temperature, weight, location and collection status, Relay is invisible to the public eye but you can log in and see 

how to maximize efficiencies in collection planning  scheduling, and routing. Victor Stanley is the only company that manufactures 
both the sensor and the receptacles that they fit (or retrofit). Innovative thinking we’ve been known for since 1962.

Contact Charlene Vera at charlenev@victorstanley.com

I N T R O D U C I N G  V I C T O R  S T A N L E Y  R E L AY TM

V I C T O R S T A N L E Y . C O M

Canada       153909.

Patents pending.
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Hi Everybody,
Summer fi nally feels like it’s here after a cold rainy 
spring! And it has been a busy one. 

Earlier this spring, RIASLA participated in the second 
2017 Green RI Sustainable Showcase Event, which was 

in collaboration with AIAri, and IIDA, RI Chapter. It was a success! Thank 
you for all of those who attended as well as those who sponsored and 
attended: A special thanks to: Boston Cityscapes, EJ Prescott, 3Form, 
Modern Design Site Furnishings, Stormtree, O & G Industries, Unilock, 
Victor Stanley, Deeproot:Silva Cell, Read Custom Soils, Watson Mulch and 
Marshall’s. 

In addition to the Green RI Event, Anjali and I attended the Mid-year 
meeting in Washington DC in April. Not only did we have our usual 
obligations as Trustee and Chapter President this year but, many of us 
marched with thousands of people from across the country to voice our 
concerns regarding the Trump’s Administration policy regarding Climate 
Change. National provided us with an ASLA banner, we constructed 
signs and took to the streets. It was a memorable day of which we all 
were proud and grateful for the chance to do so. Anjali and I also had 
the opportunity to visit the renovated ASLA Headquarters, the Center 
for Landscape Architecture. It is a rather dramatic change resulting in a 
much improved space. What an amazing collaboration between National, 
global architectural fi rm, Gensler and representatives from Oehme van 
Sweden! If you are ever in the area, I highly recommend visiting!

In addition to our recent travel to Washington DC for the ASLA CPC/BOT/
Advocacy Day Mid-year meeting, several of us who had attended the 
annual meeting and expo in New Orleans last fall were invited to visit 
the Victor Stanley factory for a tour of both of their facilities. We really 
appreciated the opportunity to assist Victor Stanley with feedback of 
their product from a user-specifi er We also got to see the process of 
constructing their products fi rst hand and found it extremely informative 
in specifying their products in the future. Many thanks to Charlene, Emma 
and Stan for such a great experience!

Upcoming events such as Design Week xRI and PARKing Day are in the 
works. Please Save the Date for the 5th Annual PARKing Day event on 
September 15th, 2017 ! 

Executive Offi  ces

On April 7, the District of Columbia became the 51st jurisdiction in the 
United States to enact landscape architecture licensure. The successful 
multiyear eff ort was accomplished through the perseverance and 
dedication of the ASLA Potomac Chapter, ASLA national, and support 
from the Virginia and Maryland ASLA Chapters and numerous individuals 
nationwide.
 
It’s a wrap for the 2017 ASLA Midyear Meeting and Advocacy Day 

events. On April 28-29, the Board of Trustees (BOT) approved revisions to 
the Code of Environmental Ethics to the bring the code into alignment 
with current public policies; approved revisions to the student chapter 
model constitution and bylaws; accepted the annual audit; and elected 
three vice presidents.  Congratulations to Education VP-elect Lake 
Douglas, FASLA; Government Aff airs VP-elect Eugenia Martin, FASLA; 
and Communications VP-elect Haley Blakeman, ASLA. The new elects will 
take their positions after the annual meeting in Los Angeles. 

The Board of Trustees/Chapter Presidents Council (CPC) luncheon panel 
discussion focused on infrastructure, with EVP Nancy Somerville, Hon. 

Trustee’s Report
Jenn Judge, ASLA

ASLA, moderating. Panelists included: ASLA Federal Government Aff airs 
Director Roxanne Blackwell, Hon. ASLA; Patrick Phillips, Global CEO of 
the Urban Land Institute; Tom Smith, CEO of the American Society 

of Civil Engineers; David Rouse, ASLA, Director of Research for the 

American Planning Association, and Rachel Minnery, Senior Director of 
Sustainable Development Policy at the American Institute of Architects. 
The panelists provided specifi c perspectives on what infrastructure 
investments are needed and recommendations on how to fi nance 
projects.  They also highlighted the need to design and build projects for 
resilience and community equity.

President Vaughn Rinner, FASLA, EVP Somerville and staff  participated 
in APA’s National Planning Conference in New York last week. Rinner was 
a panelist on “Urban Infl uencers: Women Leaders in Allied Professions,” 
along with leaders from the APA and AIA. The panel included interesting 
life stories and a lively discussion between the panelists and the audience 
about issues women encounter as they move into leadership roles in the 
workplace. Diversity Manager Shawn Balon, ASLA, represented ASLA on 
the panel, “A Call to Action for Healthy Communities,” which highlighted 
ASLA’s initiatives toward the recently launched Joint Call to Action to 
Promote Healthy Communities. Manager Linette Straus, ASLA, and Senior 
Manager Jared Green also attended.  

This week, EVP Somerville and the Government Aff airs staff  delivered 

a letter signed by a whopping 1,871 landscape architects and 

allied stakeholders to Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 

Administrator Scott Pruitt opposing recent administration actions that 
rescind many U.S. climate regulations, policies, and programs. The letter 
is in response to Pruitt’s “request for public comment” on Executive Order 
13777, “Enforcing the Regulatory Reform Agenda.” Check out the list of 
landscape architects who signed onto this critical letter. 

Government Aff airs

The Trump Administration’s recent budget blueprint recommended 
eliminating all funding for the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) 
and the Chesapeake Bay Program, two critical restoration and research 
programs to protect and preserve these important water resources. ASLA 
urges all its members to Send a Message to their legislators about the 
GLRI and to Send a Message to their legislators about the Chesapeake 
Bay Program. 

ASLA hosted its annual Advocacy Day on April 27, when 178 chapter 
leaders met with their federal legislators to discuss how “Landscape 
Architects are Leading Community Infrastructure Design and 
Development.” Advocates urged legislators to support the Transportation 
Investments Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) grants program, the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund, and the Drinking and Clean Water 
State Revolving Funds. 

Congress is working to prepare its fi scal year 2018 budget and spending 
bills and ASLA is urging the body to provide adequate funding 
for programs important to landscape architects. ASLA has joined 
with coalition members and allied organizations to send letters to 
congressional budget and appropriations leaders urging them to fund 
the TIGER program, the Community Development Block Grant program, 
LWCF, and array of environmental and natural resources programs within 
the EPA, Department of Interior, U.S. Forest Service, and the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration.

May 17th was Infrastructure Week and to help celebrate ASLA 
encouraged all your chapter members and colleagues to check 
out ASLA’s infrastructure recommendations “Landscape Architects 
Leading Community Infrastructure Design and Development.” The 
recommendations urge policy makers to develop a comprehensive 
infrastructure plan that includes active transportation, water and 
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Why Use A  
 Professional Engineer   

             for Irrigation on Your  
 Landscape Design?  

Irrigation System Design  ▪  Rainwater Harvesting System Design  ▪  Water Feature Design  
Master Planning  ▪  Permitting  ▪  Expert Services  ▪  Construction Documentation  ▪  Construction Administration   

Licensed Professional Engineers  ▪  LEED Accredited Professionals  ▪  Certi ed Irrigation Designers 

Irrigation systems are complex with 
hydraulic and electrical components that 
need engineering design for efficient 
performance.   

A Professional Engineer can design 
landscape irrigation components such as 
rainwater harvesting systems, tanks, pumps, 
wells, electrical controls, and domestic 
water connections.   

Aqueous is a trusted engineering firm 
providing a number of landscape irrigation 
and water services to ensure that your vision 
and the owner’s investment is sustained in 
the long term. 

Hingham Middle School Athletic Complex 
Hingham, Massachusetts 
Civil Engineer: Pare Corporation      Landscape Architect:  Birchwood Design Grou

CContact us to set up a Lunch--aand--LLearn at your office  

Michael Igo, PE, LEED AP, CID  
President 
mike@aqueousconsultants.com 
978.809.6420 

Sarah Moseley, PE 
Project Manager 
sarah@aqueousconsultants.com
978.846.5943 2 9  R i v er  S t r ee t  P . O.  Bo x  42 1 6  A nd o ver ,  MA  0 1 8 1 0  

w w w . a q ue o us co ns u l t a n t s . c om  

Proud Olmsted Group Sponsor of RIASLA 
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2017 RIASLA  Student Awards 
Announced

RIASLA Chapter Members Visit 
The Blue Garden In Newport 

The Rhode Island Chapter of the American Society of Landscape 
Architects (ASLA) announced the 2015-2016 Student Awards for 
Excellence in Landscape Studies during the Excom Meeting. Each 
student receiving an award has shown a commitment to Landscape 
Architecture with exemplary leadership, dedication, thoughtfulness 
in design and technical skill. Congratulations to all of you.

URI Landscape Architecture
Honor award recipient:  Emily Condon  

Merit Awards recipients: Kelvin Huang  Romeo D’Andrea  

and  Zachary Driver  

RISD Landscape Architecture
Honor award recipients: Mingjie Cai and CC Qian

Merit award recipients:  Gavin Zeitz and Jil Sanchez

URI Student awarded LAF Olmsted Award
The URI Landscape Architecture faulty is 
pleased to announce that  Emma Winkler 
is the University of Rhode Island 2017 LAF 
Olmsted Scholar.  A resident of Wakefi eld, RI 
Emma is an avid environmentalist and her 
world is centered around doing her share to 
promote and educate people about living a 
green life. 
 
Her senior studio research focused on how 
humans can interface with other species 
without destroying existing habitats.  Emma 

understands the role nature plays in our lives and she is determined 
to do her share in preserving and where necessary re-wilding land-
scapes.  Her interests in landscape and nature go well beyond the 
classroom idealism as she is an avid backpacker taking numerous 
treks on the Appalachian Mountain Trail through the White Moun-
tains of New Hampshire to connect with nature and also to enhance 
her understanding and appreciation of these challenging natural 
landscapes. 
 
For the past four years, she has worked at several part-time jobs 
during the school year.  She has been employed in a horticultural 
setting performing tasks which have ranged from farming to plant 
care to fi ne gardening. She has worked and learned under the 
guidance of Dr. Susan Gordon, plant ecologist and ericaceous plant 
specialist where she has witnessed fi rst-hand how integrated pest 
management practices and low-input sustainable landscape prac-
tices can have a positive impact on ordinary suburban landscapes 
while reducing the use of pesticides through common sense 'green' 
design and implementation practices.  In addition to this, Emma 
worked every Friday and full-time in the summer 2016 as an intern 
at Katherine Field Associates in Newport, RI. 
 
When one considers the namesake of this award and it recipient, 
there are many parallels.  Emma is an excellent writer, she is driven 
to extremes to meet and exceed academic expectations, she has a 
genuine appreciation of natural landscapes and she is mindful of the 
importance landscape architecture and its role with contemporary 
social and cultural issues.
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Trustee’s Report Continued.... 
stormwater management, and parks and recreation projects.  ASLA re-
sent the recommendations to House and Senate offi  ces this week.

On May 5, Congress passed, and the president signed, a $1 trillion FY 

2017 omnibus-spending bill (H.R. 244) to fund federal programs 

through September 30.  The bill includes continued funding for key 
programs important to landscape architects. The U.S. Department 
of Transportation’s TIGER program, which provides grants to local 
governments for multimodal transportation projects, is funded at $500 
million—the same as fi scal year 2016.  The measure also provides $8.1 
billion for the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), about a one 
percent decrease from FY 2016. EPA’s Clean Water State Revolving Fund is 
funded at $1.394 billion, and the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund at 
$863 million, both are at the 2016 level. This bill also provides $400 million 
for the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF), which provides grants 
to communities for outdoor recreation and trails projects, a reduction of 
$50 million below the fi scal year 2016 level, but is above the House and 
Senate requested amounts. Read more on 2017 budget analysis here. 

On April 26, President Trump signed Executive Order 13792 instructing 
the Department of the Interior to review national monuments designated 
since 1996 under the Antiquities Act that are larger than 100,000 acres, 
or where Interior Secretary Zinke determines the designation was 
made without adequate public outreach or support. In conjunction, 
the department also announced the fi rst ever formal public comment 
period on monument designations under the Antiquities Act, and on a 
list of monuments under review under the president’s executive order. 
ASLA is encouraging chapters to submit comments on this important 
issue. Written comments are due by July 10. For additional information or 
questions, contact ASLA Government Aff airs Manager Mark Cason.  

Education and LAAB

In April, notifi cations were sent to six new candidates selected to 
participate in the 2017 Diversity SuperSummit. The SuperSummit will 
take place from June 9-11 at the ASLA Center for Landscape Architecture 
and will convene participants from the past four diversity summits. The 

goal of the SuperSummit is to review past summit discussions and ideas, 
identify current, real-world obstacles, create action items for ASLA, and 
discuss the future of the Summit.

In April, Director Apollonio, PR & Communications Director Terry Poltrack, 
and Manager Balon met with Diana Eidenshink, ACE Mentor Program 
Interim Executive Director, Patrick Caughey, FASLA, ASLA representative 
on the national board of directors of ACE Mentor Program, and William 
Kuhl, FASLA, via conference call to review the ACE Mentor Program and 
better understand the executive director’s mission and goals moving 
forward.

Professional Practice

The first class of SITES® AP (accredited professionals) was recently 
announced by the Green Business Certifi cation Inc.  The group includes 
ASLA President Rinner, Education VP David Cutter, ASLA, EVP Somerville, 
and Professional Practice Manager Linette Straus.  

Public Relations and Communications

The Dirt editor Jared Green attended the Biophilic Leadership Summit at 
the agricultural community Serenbe, near Atlanta. Some 40 attendees, 
including fi ve landscape architects, as well as policy makers from 
Washington, D.C., and Atlanta, discussed the biophilic design movement. 
Coverage of the summit is on The Dirt.

Landscape Architecture Magazine
On May 5, McKee served as a guest facilitator for the Landscape 

Architecture Foundation’s fi rst class of the LAF Fellowship for 

Innovation and Leadership and two recent Olmsted Scholars during 
their three-day residency to launch their projects. The purpose was to 
examine the projects in detail and draw out possibilities during the 
research year, and also to build the participants’ experience in presenting 
their projects to the public. More about the Fellowship class can be read 
in this LAM online article. 
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aesthetic improvements and a safer public realm. 

Being sensitive to the local culture is imperative for creating successful, 
unique places. The above-summarized eff orts that included brief but 
deep immersion, and subsequent in- depth analysis, led to the idea that 
creative and great placemaking needed to include a number of features. 
First, a vision was needed for the city to act on and for the merchants 
and residents to know what to expect. This included enhancements 
such as a gateway to mark the area and its physical character, and street 
and sidewalk improvements to enable safe pedestrian circulation. An 
urban design primer was prepared for the physical character of the 
area to help defi ne it as a viable and fl ourishing enclave. Second, to 
engage the merchants, a Tenant Beautifi cation Toolkit was proposed. 
This provided individual merchants with ideas and self-help actions they 
could take that would be within a framework the City had agreed to. 
Third, to engage residents, and encourage communicative art, several 
mural locations were proposed wherein the residents could tell a story 
of the area, its history, and its special nature. Opportunities were created 
for residents and merchants to collaborate to co- create parts of the 
sidewalks, alleyways, store entrances, create parklets, etc. 

The project intended to make recommendations to support a holistic 
business and pedestrian environment in the Historic South Main 
Business District and provide a planning strategy for the City to create 
a more economical, aesthetic and viable linkage to the downtown while 
celebrating a vibrant, cultural ethnic enclave. By modifying both policy 
and design, streets and sidewalks could become social incubators, 
economic vitality could be established, local culture be celebrated and a 
sense of place re-established along South Main. 

Though this study took place on the west coast, it yielded several lessons 
that can be applied to virtually any design project. First, even though 
participation in planning is fairly common these days, this project 
revealed that not all are able or willing to participate. Thus, if planners 
and landscape architects rely solely on the standard form of participation, 
it is likely that not all aff ected people will feel and be engaged. Cultural 
views, features, and needs require sensitive exploration beyond the 
standard forms of participation. Participation eff orts may need to be 
modifi ed to include long or in-depth interviews with those unable to be 
present. Second, engagement with various stakeholders yields diff erent 
and sometimes contradictory perspectives. These can lead to interesting 
and innovative ideas. Third, laying out a plan of continuing community 
engagement may imply that not all redevelopment components can be 
completed by the City, but that some components be planned so that 
the community can continue discussions and execute the project over 

a period of time. This may result in a changing urban fabric as opposed 
to a fi xed one. Fourth, community engagement can take various forms. 
It is important for planners, landscape architects, architects, designers 
and decision makers to consider the local culture in all projects. Activities 
and policies should be treated as standard procedure during the design, 
construction and implementation phases of a project, to ensure respect 
of local culture, contextual awareness, and public support, as they foster 
empowerment and build community. 

A tenant beautifi cation toolkit could be provided to businesses 

along South Main, with pre-selected site furnishing and decorations 

that refl ect the local culture.  

Existing View North

Proposed streetscape improvements, including wider sidewalks, 

specialty paving, murals, plants, and other decorations would help 

create a sense of place along South Main, while celebrating local 

culture.

A new gateway feature should mark the entrance to Historic South 

Main, using traditional Latino architecture, style, and colors.  

Additionally streetscape improvements would help enhance the 

entryway.
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