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By Kristin Kaczmarek, RLA, ASLA
Over the last few years, I have had the opportunity to teach the Materials
and Methods of Construction class to the junior Landscape Architecture students at the University of Rhode Island. The first semester, one of their assignments was focused on developing a design and construction details for a
hypothetical catastrophe at Narragansett Beach. The project scope was to
redesign the area in front of the South Pavilion. This year, I decided to give
them that assignment again. However, October 2012 was much different
than the previous year. The weekend after I handed out their
“hypothetical”project, Hurricane Sandy unleashed her wrath on Narragansett Beach as she did on so many other coastal communities along the eastern United States seaboard. Their assignment was no longer a hypothetical
problem. I revised the scope of their project, as it was now a real-life event.

Although a devastating storm, it gave the
students an invaluable
opportunity to use their
skills in a real application. They had experienced the power of
nature and had to
come up with creative
ways to utilize design as
a tool for change and
preparation. The students were now asked
to design a new space
in front of the South
Pavilion that would be
adaptable to climate
change. In addition,
they were asked to
design for coastal restoration, provide improved circulation and
Coastal Rehabilitation Project – The Narragansett Beach South Pavilion
come up with new
Prepared by: Dennis Staton, Ramon Ibarlucia, Nick Caswell – December 2012
ways to stimulate economic growth in the wake of the storm. Some of the designs
Students chose to use local and sustainable materials,
proposed dune restorations for protection and the promoand presented the constructability and feasibly of using
tion of wildlife diversity. Many incorporated new boardsuch products. The proposed designs anticipated climate
walks over the dunes to provide access to the beach and to
change and its impact on the coastal community and the
raise public awareness regarding sea level rise, climate
town.
Continued on page 4
change and sustainability.
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President’s Letter
Jennifer Judge, ASLA
Happy Spring Everyone! We’ve had a long winter and what seems
like a slow start to spring. I hope this newsletter finds everyone off to
a busy start this season. Thank you for taking the time to read our
newsletter this month. April was a busy month that included the
ASLA Mid-Year Meeting and Advocacy Day as well as Landscape Architecture Month. I look forward to reporting back to share our experience there in the next newsletter.
Year of Public Service Projects
I’d like to take a moment to follow up with the Year of Public Service efforts taking place
within the Chapter. The Landscape Architecture students at the University of Rhode Island have
helped two local towns in providing design for a public pavilion in Narragansett, as well as assisting the town of South Kingstown with a Sustainable Vision for Dale Carlia Corner.
The Narragansett Beach Pavilion project, led by RIASLA’s Secretary and Adjunct Professor,
Kristin Kaczmarek, became an actual project for her class by assisting with design efforts as they
pertained to coastal restoration after Hurricane Sandy. The Sustainable Vision for the Dale Carlia
Corner project, led by Professor Will Green, provided the senior class an opportunity to enhance
their professional skills by presenting to the local town residents as well as heading up and leading a design charrette. As a result of the design charrette and their research, the students provided designs for Old Tower Hill Road to Dale Carlia Corner that reflects the town’s current efforts of promoting healthy living, by promoting more connections throughout this town center,
for walking and biking opportunities. Please read the articles in the newsletter describing their
fantastic efforts in more detail.
I personally have found the Year of Public Service to be very rewarding by volunteering my
time as a resident of South Kingstown, as a Villages and Neighborhood’s group leader in the
town’s recent Healthy Places By Design project for the past year. It has been an amazing, synergistic effort of local business owners, residents, town officials, the South County YMCA, stakeholders and state agencies, in helping to create more opportunities for better modes of public
transportation, addressing stormwater issues and providing safer and more routes for bikers and
walkers throughout the town. I would like to continue to encourage RIASLA Chapter members to
participate in a public service project as well.
2013 ASLA Annual Meeting
To follow up from our Chapter’s involvement with the 2013 ASLA Annual Meeting, I am excited to share that two proposals for Field Sessions that were submitted by RIASLA Executive
Committee members to National were accepted for the meeting this fall. These Field Sessions
will be a great opportunity to bring attendees of the meeting, to Newport and Providence. They
will get a glimpse of our historic gems in collaboration with the Newport Restoration Foundation
and The Preservation Society of Newport County by learning about the many layers of landscape
and the rich history of Fredrick Law Olmsted’s involvement at the Doris Duke mansion. Attendees will also have the opportunity to explore our urban landscape projects that reflect synergistic efforts with our allied professionals, where artistic and highly functioning solutions were created in resolving issues with brownfield remediation, environmental sensitivity as well as river
hydrology within the urban context by touring downtown Providence and the Steel Yard.
Another event the RIASLA Chapter is gearing up for this summer, in collaboration with AIAri, is
(Continued on page 4)
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Trustee’s Report
Karen Beck, FASLA
Hello All!
I thought I would brief you all
on the upcoming Mid-Year meeting agenda, since I am currently
reviewing all of the handouts that
are provided to the Trustees for
the meeting.
ASLA Mid-Year Meeting
Advocacy Day will take place all day on Thursday, April 25,
and then the Trustees will be meeting from 8 a.m. on Friday,
April 26 through 1 p.m. on Saturday, April 27. First up will be
President Tom Tavella’s President’s report, followed by a Programs and Operations Report by Executive Vice President
Nancy Somerville. These reports will be followed by a Strategic
Priorities and Programs Review and a report about the ASLA’s
finances and investments. The Trustees will also hear 10minute presentations from all of the Vice Presidential candidates (two each for Education, Government Affairs and Communications). After their presentations are completed, all of
the candidates will also be required to answer questions in a
round-robin-style format. Voting will take place on the second
day of the meeting.
The Trustees are also considered voting members of the
ASLA Fund (formerly known as LEAF), which is the ASLA Library
and Education Advocacy Fund, the 501(c)(3) foundation of the
ASLA. This fund seeks to expand the body of knowledge of the
landscape architecture profession, to promote the value of
landscape architecture, and to increase public understanding
of environmental and land use issues and principles. The discussion allows the Trustees to provide input into the goals of
the fund and monitor the fund’s progress. The ASLA Honors,
which include reviewing the nominations for the eight awards
currently administered by the ASLA: the ASLA Medal, the ASLA
Design Medal, the Community Service Award, the Jot D. Carpenter Teaching Medal, the LaGasse Medals (2), the Landscape
Architecture Firm Award, the Landscape Architecture Medal of
Excellence, and the Olmsted Medal. Last year’s award winners
were (in the same order as above): Cornelia Hahn Oberlander,
FASLA; Peter Walker, FASLA; ASLA Potomac Chapter ACE Mentor Program Legacy Project; Herrick Smith, FASLA; Mary
Hughes, FASLA, and the Chesapeake Bay Foundation; PWP
Landscape Architecture; Design Workshop’s Design Week; US
Representative Earl Blumenauer, Honorary ASLA.
Also on the schedule are reports from collateral organizations, including the American Institute of Architects (AIA),
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), Council of Landscape Architectural Registration Boards (CLARB), and Landscape Architecture Foundation (LAF) and a report from the
National Student Representative. President Tavella will discuss
the work he and others have done on the Chinatown Green/

Complete Streets Proposal, which was used to kick off ASLA’s
Year of Public Service early, and we will hear information
about bylaw amendments, ethics code amendments, and select a trustee for a position on the nominating committee.
Last, but not least, the Trustees are scheduled to discuss
what has been a very hot topic: the LAAB-Accreditation of Non
-Degree Granting Certificate Programs. From the LinkedIn discussions going on so far, it would seem the matter will likely be
tabled indefinitely or the motion voted down. The Trustees are
also being given the opportunity to participate in one of two
webinars to handle some informational presentation prior to
the meeting.
All in all, a very full agenda, and lots of reading to do before
the 25th.
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President’s Letter
Continued from page 2
PARK(ing) Day. Kurt VanDexter, our President-elect and I
have reached out to AIAri and are planning this day together. We are meeting with the City of Providence’s Director of Public Space Frank LaTorre and the City of Providence’s Park Department to see how we can put our resources together in effort to GREEN Providence and create a highly visible environment for more walking and less
driving. Stay tuned for locations in our next newsletter
and come out and join us in the effort!
Not only is RIASLA collaborating with AIAri for PARK
(ing) Day, but we will be included in the AIAri Gallery
Night. Stay tuned for upcoming events and dates.
I’d like to encourage ASLA members to join us at our
Executive Committee meetings and events. If you know
someone who is not currently an ASLA member, but may
be interested in joining, we would like to extend the invitation to them as well. We are always looking to expand
the Chapter’s horizons with new members.

URI students
Continued from page 1
As their final project, the class presented their visions
of the South Pavilion restoration to the town of Narragansett. The students showcased their talents as emerging
landscape architecture professionals and presented designs that responded to the social, economic and environmental concerns raised by Hurricane Sandy. As their instructor, this project was rewarding not only because it
affected my personal community and livelihood, but because of the passion the project brought out from within
the students. Their utilization of creative strategies and
formulation of effective “outside of the box” solutions
went beyond my expectations.
Dennis Staton, a URI junior in the landscape architecture program, describes his experience working on this
design:
“This project focused on the environmental changes
that are occurring along our coasts and encouraged us to
design for the long-term function and stability of the
South Pavilion at Narragansett Town Beach. Focusing on a
local project benefiting the community so close to URI
really made this one of the most rewarding projects that I
have been a part of.”
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Join us for a screening of

Women in the Dirt

Landscape Architects Shaping Our World
A documentary about the work of seven landscape architects.
Their projects combine awareness of architectural and landscape
principles, concern with sustainability, safety and beauty.

The film will be shown for two nights only

Tuesday, April 30 at 6:30 p.m.
Rhode Island School of Design
Bayard Ewing Building (BEB Room 106)
231 South Main St., Providence

Friday, May 3 at 6 p.m.
University of Rhode Island
Coastal Institute – Weaver Auditorium
1 Greenhouse Road, Kingston

Light refreshments will be served
Hosted by

American Society of Landscape Architects – Rhode Island Chapter
Rhode Island School of Design – Landscape Architecture Department
University of Rhode Island
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Professional Excellence Award Winners
Three Rhode Island landscape architecture firms received awards in this year’s Rhode Island Nursery and
Landscape Association’s Professional Excellence Awards
competition.
Katherine Field & Associates of Newport won the first,
second and third place prizes in the category of Residential Design & Installation. The first place prize was for
“Craigie Brae” in Watch Hill. The second place prize was
for “Leeward” in Jamestown, and the third place prize
was for “Bosque of Maples” in North Kingstown.
Havenwood LLC of Lincoln won the first place award in
the category of Commercial Design & Installation for
“Chapel Grille” at Chapel View in Cranston.
John C. Carter and Company of Narragansett received
an Honorable Mention award for “Garden City” in Cranston.
The other award winners were Atlantic Lawn and Garden of Jamestown with first and second place awards in
the categories of Residential and Commercial Hardscape / Masonry. A design and installation collaboration
of Sunflower Designs of Bristol and Staton’s Landscaping
of Warren received an honorable mention award in the
category of Residential Design & Installation.

Pictured above are after receiving their awards at the
Rhode Island Nursery and Landscape Association’s annual
meeting held at the University of Rhode Island are left to
right, Ray Maiello of Katherine Field and Associates, Alan
Ahlstrom of Havenwood LLC, Katherine Field, and Kristin
Kaczmarek of John C. Carter and Company.
Kristin is now with Joe Caseli Engineering in Warwick.

I N F O

@JPLARUE.COM

John P. LaRue, CPSI
BigToys * Rocks & Ropes
Columbia Cascade * TotTurf

www.jplarue.com
www.playgroundregs.com
P.O. Box 209
Little Compton RI 02837

800.986.3716 TF tel
866.222.2561 TF fax
401.744.6901 Cell
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New Heber Younken Jr. Pharmacy Garden rededicated at URI
On April 26, 2013, the University of Rhode Island hosted a
grand opening of the College of Pharmacy Courtyard and a
rededication of the Youngken Medicinal Garden. The former
garden and greenhouse were established in 1958 and dedicated in 1994 to Heber W. Youngken Jr., Dean Emeritus of the
College of Pharmacy.
Located in the medicinal garden are plants that help prevent
or cure everything from cold sores to cancer.
The garden functions as an educational display of medicinal
plants, herbs and spices, and also as a conservatory source of
standard specimens. It features brick pathways, which crisscross the quarter-acre formal-style garden to provide easy access for visitors to examine the
labeled plants.
In addition to the garden itself,
the University provides information and (some) photos on the
more than 200 medicinal plants
that are located in the garden at
the following website address:
http://www.uri.edu/pharmacy/
garden/index.shtml. For example, did you know that the native
plant common Yarrow (Achillea
millefolium) contains aspirin-like
derivatives, which produce an
anti-inflammatory effect, and
that hot peppers (Capsicum annuum) can be used topically for
the relief of pain associated with osteoarthritis, postherpetic
neuralgia, diabetic neuropathy and psoriasis? Peony has been
used in traditional Chinese medicine for hypertension, chest
pain, fever and muscle cramps. Studies have shown it to be
effective in preventing liver damage in animals and may also
improve liver function in patients with hepatitis.
Many of the plants that we commonly use in our landscapes
have medicinal uses in addition to being decorative. It is also
good to know about the medicinal uses of plant materials in
case doses of these plants are poisonous, such as lily of the
valley (Convallaria majalis) and yew (Taxus canadensis). In designing landscapes that will be frequented by the very young
or persons with dementia or cognitive impairments, use of
these types of plant materials should be avoided.
A stunning example of public space that draws on nature,
science and art, the site is a central piece of the health and life
sciences facilities in the north district of the Kingston Campus.
The garden, which was located outside the college’s former
home, Fogarty Hall, for most of its life, was virtually hidden
from the larger community and was primarily a resource for
pharmacy students and faculty, as well as other researchers
interested in the healing power of plants and natural products
that come from them.
Now, with 200 medicinal plants, 500 ornamental plants,
nine birch trees, sodded areas, walkways, benches shaped in

the form of birch leaves and a translucent sculptural frieze
featuring panels that depict plant life in laboratory slides, the
courtyard and garden are places for research and respite from
the demands of 21st-century life. Half of the 20,000 squarefoot site is a courtyard and half is set aside for the medicinal
garden. Stone and concrete walkways allow access to the adjoining spaces.
The courtyard and medicinal garden are URI’s response to
the state’s requirement that each building funded by taxpayers
have an element of art as part of the project. The Rhode Island
State Council on the Arts funded the courtyard portion of the
project. Volunteers from the Friends of the Heber Youngken Jr.
Medicinal Garden did much of the planting, under the direction of J. Peter Morgan, senior gardener for the College of
Pharmacy.
Navindra Seeram, assistant professor of pharmacy and head
of the Bioactive Botanical Research Laboratory at URI, oversees the garden. “This garden takes the University and the College back to their roots as leaders in medicinal plant research
around the world,” said Seeram. “The rededication of this garden emphasizes the importance of plant-based remedies over
the centuries and their important role in contemporary medicine. We are delighted that even the casual visitor will now be
able to learn about medicinal plants and the work we do at URI
to make society healthier.”
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— Upcoming Events of Interest —
May 3 – 6 p.m.
Film “Women in the Dirt: Landscape Architects Shaping Our
World”
University of Rhode Island
Coastal Institute – Weaver Auditorium, 1 Greenhouse Road, Kingston.
RSVP to Jenn Judge at gravellyhilldg@yahoo.com.

May 9 – 5:30 to 8:30 p.m.
BioBlitz Orientation Meeting
For 2013 BioBlitz to be held June 7 &
8 in Narragansett. Orientation meeting to be held at Roger Williams Park
Zoo, Environmental Education Center, Providence. Attendance at the
orientation is not a mandatory prerequisite for participating in
BioBlitz, however, it is particularly
helpful for first time BioBlitz participants to learn about what various
teams do, and to meet the Survey
staff and some of the experienced
team members & leaders. Registration is required before
10 a.m. May 9 by calling RI Natural

History Survey at 874-5800.

May 18 – 9 a.m. to noon
L.A.R.E. Review
State Section: Plant Identification.
To be held at Sylvan Nursery, 1028
Horseneck Road, Westport, MA. Preregistration is required. Please contact Karen Beck (401) 273-6600
(days), or e-mail:
kbeck@commonwealth-eng.com.

May 20 – 6 P.M.
RIASLA Excom Meeting
To be held at Rodman Hall, URI
Kingston campus. All members welcome. For more information, contact
President Jenn Judge at gravellyhilldg@yahoo.com.

May 29 to June 1
Environmental Design Research
Association
44th annual Conference
Theme: “Healthy + Healing Places.”
To be held at the Omni Providence
Hotel (formerly Westin Hotel) , Provi-

dence. Early registration deadline
March 15, EDRA members $475;
nonmembers $675. For more information and schedule visit http://www.
edra.org/content/edra44provi
dence.

June 7 & 8
2013 BioBlitz
To be held in Narragansett. In order
to attend BioBlitz, all participants
must register in advance and be assigned a role with a team. For more
information contact R.I. Natural History Survey at 874-5800 or visit
www.rinhs.org.

June 8 & 9
Festival of Historic Houses
Showcasing houses and gardens
on Prospect Street on the East
Side on Saturday, June 8 from 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. and converted lofts in
the adaptive reuse live/work spaces
at Monohasset Mill in the Valley district on Sunday, June 9 from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. 11:00 am - 4:00 pm. For

RIASLA / May – June 2013 / Page 11

Events o f Inter est
more information, call Angela Kondon at Providence
Preservation Society at 831
-7440, email akondon@
ppsri .org or visit http://
ppsri.org.

June 17 – 6 P.M.
RIASLA Excom Meeting
To be held at Rodman Hall,
URI Kingston campus. All
members welcome. For
more information, contact
President Jenn Judge at
gravellyhilldg@yahoo.com.

June 21 to 23
Newport Flower Show
“Eastern Obsessions” 18th
annual Newport Flower
Show, Rosecliff, Bellevue
Avenue. Friday 10:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m.; Sat. and Sun. 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. On Saturday,
June 22, landscape architect Harriet Henderson will

share her expertise and
experiences working in the
Far East. Tickets sold at the
door will be $25 on Friday,
$23 on Saturday or Sunday.
For more information or to
purchase tickets, call 8471000 or visit NewportFlower
Show.org.
July 10 – 9 a.m. to noon
Certified Invasive Manager Recertification
To be held at URI Bay
Campus, Coastal Institute,
Hazard Rooms, Narragansett. Please register for this
training if your 2-year certification expired in 2012 or
will expire in 2013. For
more information call 8744096. Register online at
http://www.regonline.com/
builder/site/Default.aspx?
EventID=119
9570
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