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Growing the local aesthetic
By Graham Laird Gardner and Hope Leeson
In discussions of landscape architecture we often hear the
phrase ‘genius loci,’ meaning ‘the distinctive atmosphere or
pervading spirit of a place,’ but what does this mean in regard
to the landscape itself? What constitutes this ‘sense of place’ if
not in large part, the indigenous plant communities that inhabit the area? As Darrel Morrison, FASLA, writes in the foreword to the reprinted Roberts and Rehmann’s (1929) American Plants for American Gardens:
“Now, at a time when we often lament the loss of a sense of
place, and as ‘sustainability’ becomes an increasingly popular
catch word in landscape design and management, this volume
has a message that is as valid today as it was the day it was
published: the naturally evolved associations of native
plants within a particular region can
provide both information and inspiration for the design
of gardens and landscapes that are ecologically sound and
aesthetically satisfying. Furthermore, by
utilizing the patterns
and processes that
The 2014 Rhody
Native™ postcard featuring
available species
that when used
together meet
the requirements
for NRCS pollinator conservation practices

are intrinsic to naturally evolved landscapes, we can create
designed and managed landscapes that are clearly ‘of the
place’ and that approach the ideal of sustainability. By conscientiously following this model, we can also protect biological
diversity in the human dominated landscape.”
Roberts’ and Rehmann’s book, originally published in 1929,
challenges the notion that native plants are a recent “trend.”
The native landscape has long “served as inspiration and guide,
as a source of plants and as an instructor on how to plant, and
as something to treat with awe and wonder.” (Grese, 2011)
In 2010, the Rhode Island Natural History Survey formed the
Rhody Native™ Initiative with the vision of seeing the use of
Continued on page 4
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President’s Letter
Kurt Van Dexter, ASLA
Only a couple of months into the new year and the RIASLA is
quite busy.
On a very stormy Saturday in mid-January several chapter members met at Jenn Judge’s home to review submission packages
for the Louisiana chapter awards program. Our January Excom
meeting was postponed until the end of the month due to a
snowstorm.
Also in January, The Huffington Post announced Providence, Rhode Island as ranking
number ten of the ten most ‘walkable’ cities in the Unites States. YEA! This is a wonderful
tribute to Rhode Island’s flagship city. It would be great if collectively, as landscape architects, we could bring Providence up an additional notch or two in the future. The potential is
certainly there, and as the land formerly part of I-195 is developed, let’s hope that qualities
of community life including walking and bicycling are at the forefront of development.
We have a position open for treasurer on the RIASLA Excom. If any of you financial savvy
LA practitioners have the time or inclination, please consider stepping forward as treasurer
of RIASLA. Excom meetings are open to all chapter members. Feel free to come to a meeting
sometime.
At the end of January, the first meeting of PARK(ing) Day Providence 2014 was held. This
meeting had also been postponed by a snowstorm earlier in the month. Last year, for the
first ever Park(ing) Day Providence event, there were 34 participating Parklets. The city of
Providence was instrumental in helping make this event a success. All parties are looking
forward to this year’s event, making even more of an impact. This year, PARK(ing) Day Providence will be held on Friday, September 19th. If you are interested in participating this year,
or know of others who may be, contact Jenn Judge or Kurt Van Dexter. Stay tuned for further developments.
Also stay tuned for further developments regarding a possible gathering here in Rhode
Island of the RIASLA, CTASLA and the BASLA. Jenn Judge is currently working on feasibility
and logistics. This event will most likely take place at the end of July or very early August.
Recently, while going through the archives of the formation of the Rhode Island chapter
of ASLA, I came across several artifacts of interest. I found this history fascinating and may
be of value to the membership. I will periodically prepare and include small vignette anecdotes of information about the formation of our chapter in the RIASLA newsletter and the
history of landscape architecture in the state of Rhode Island.
Showcased this month is the application petition for establishing a Rhode Island chapter
of the ASLA. Certainly apropos, as this petition for ASLA chapter establishment was submitted to ASLA national twenty-eight years ago this month. The petition, entitled
‘Establishment Of A Rhode Island Chapter Of ASLA’, dated February 1, 1986, was the official
application package. The cover letter for submission was prepared by Wil Gates, who at the
time was the chairman of the RIALA (Rhode Island Association of Landscape Architects). This
document was the culmination of extensive efforts that began during 1984. Prior to that,
Rhode Island was an active part of the Connecticut chapter, including holding office within
the Connecticut chapter. On November 19, 1985, the aforementioned RIALA was established as a temporary organization and part of the journey toward establishing a Rhode Island chapter of ASLA.
With the Rhode Island Flower and Garden Show having recently completed, Spring will
surely follow soon after.
Enjoy your time,
Kurt Van Dexter
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Trustee’s Report
Karen Beck, FASLA
Request for Input from Readers
Hello All (and I MEAN ALL)!
This Trustee’s letter is going to
be short and sweet. Over the past
couple of months, the RI Chapter
and ASLA National have been busy
looking ahead to events for the coming year. Some events are
already scheduled (National Landscape Architecture Month,
the mid-year meeting in Washington, D.C., the annual meeting
in Denver, and the LARE reviews are some examples), while
some are just concepts. As usual, (but a reminder is always
good) we would greatly appreciate your input into chapter
programs and newsletter articles.
When I say this, I am also reaching out to not just the chapter members, but also to all of you who receive this newsletter and take the time to peruse its contents. As a standard
policy, the Chapter has sent this newsletter out via hard copy
to the Rhode Island Governor, Lt. Governor, State Representa-

tives, State Senators; all 39 City & Town Recreation Department Directors, Planning Board Chairpersons & Clerks, Town
Planners, Public Works Directors, Highway Superintendents,
and Town Engineers; the RI Natural History Survey, the RI
Nursery & Landscape Association, RI State Board of LAs, CRMC,
RIDEM, RI Wild Plant Society, RI Tree Council, RI Historical Society, RI Foundation, BSLA, CTASLA, ASLA National, URI, RISD,
Brown University, chapter sponsors and advertisers. We also
post our newsletter on our website (www.riasla.org), which is
viewed by an even larger audience. These recipients are our
clients, our permitting agencies, our elected representatives,
our sister professions, and our inspiration. We can’t do our
jobs without them.
Therefore, I would like to stress that the chapter is always
interested in providing programs that address issues that affect not only our chapter members, but this larger audience.
Please let the chapter executive committee members know if
there are events or information that we can provide or can
assist in providing that would be of interest to you. Thank you
very much.
Karen A. Beck, RLA, FASLA
RIASLA Chapter Trustee

RIASLA Newsletter is published bi-monthly by the Rhode Island Chapter
American Society of Landscape Architects — The newsletter will publish news of interest to Landscape Architects and allied professions,
including upcoming meetings, awards, job opportunities and other information. RIASLA reserves the right to edit or reject any submissions.
For advertising contact: kbeck@commonwealth-eng.com — For news & calendar listings contact: riaslanews@aol.com
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Rhody Native...
Continued from page 1

native plants as driving elements in a landscape design ethos
that reflects our regional identity. If a diverse set of genetically
native plants were available, designers and restoration professionals could create floristic groupings appropriate to the existing habitat rather than creating artificial environments to support plants not adapted to our climate and soil conditions.

Rhody Native™ now offers genetically native plugs.
See website for complete listing of species

From the perspective of the health of our natural habitats,
RINHS saw that an increase in the availability of locally sourced
native plants would increase the feasibility for conservation
organizations and landscape designers to create ecologically
viable natural communities, and provide landscape links between habitats to support the biodiversity of our wildlife species.
All too often sustainability is discussed in terms of guilt and
sacrifice vs. pleasure and gain. In an effort to reframe the
movement, Danish architect Bjarke Ingals has coined the term
“hedonistic sustainability,” to describe design that can be economically profitable as well as environmentally sustainable.
Making environmentally sound choices needn’t be seen as an
act of compromise. In the realm of landscape architecture,
social scientist Paul Gobster suggests “changing the terms of
the discussion to focus on the positives: the ‘health’ and
‘diversity of landscapes, their ‘heritage’ and ‘authenticity,’
their value for people’s use and enjoyment,’ and their value as
places that nurture ‘stewardship’ and involvement.”
Recent studies indicate that landscape architects are using a
significant proportion of regionally native species in their projects. In addition to acknowledging their ecological value, the
main reason given for their selection was that they were better
suited to difficult or unique site conditions. The surveys also
found that retail buyers who purchase native plants stated
that it is landscape architects and contractors who are their
primary influence. Plant selection and design choices made by
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Rhody Native...

The Vernal Pool at Pardon Grey Preserve, Tiverton | August 24, 2013
landscape architects and other professionals have a profound
impact on wholesale nursery growers and the retail market.
(Bruzuszek et al., 2007)
As popular as native plants have become, garden centers
and designers must still rely on out-of-state purchases to meet
their needs. Purchasing native plant material from other regions of the country often leads to confusion and debate over
the meaning of the word “native.” Vascular Flora of Rhode
Island (RINHS, 1998) defines native plants as those species
“believed to have been present [in the state] prior to the European settlement that began in the 15th century.”
While it should be said that plant communities are dynamic,
there is a synchronicity and co-dependence that occurs among
plants, insects, birds, and other wildlife, which informs the
rationale behind the argument for what has been described as
‘genetically native’ plant material. These are relationships that
have developed over thousands of years in response to environmental conditions, like day length, climate and soil chemistry. Additionally, and in contrast to our human desires for a
consistent visual aesthetic, native plant communities are genetically diverse. The health of our natural communities depends on the genetic diversity of the plant communities, and
their adaptations to local conditions, pests and diseases. Local
adaptations are also reflected in the life cycles of local insects,
pollinators and birds whose life cycles are tied to those of the
plants.
Building more resilient native plant communities, which
have a greater potential for success in adapting to the longterm effects of climate change, is what is behind the growing

number of local native plant initiatives across the country.
Rhody Native™ works directly with local nurseries and garden centers to build the state’s capacity to produce genetically
diverse and genetically local native plants for landscape design
and restoration. The initiative aims to re-direct native plant
purchases that are primarily occurring out-of-state, toward instate growers. Recognizing that restoration alone is not sufficient to support native plant propagation within the state,
Rhody Native™ has also focused on the use of native plants in
landscape design. The native plants we select for propagation
are those that are fundamental to a broad range of Rhode Island’s habitats, and that also have aesthetic appeal.
To meet growing demand for genetically native plant material, Rhody Native™ will now offer plugs to nurseries, garden
centers, and landscape and restoration professionals. In the
coming years, Rhody Native™ will develop protocols for successful propagation of native plant species from seed to meet
the needs of the horticulture industry, while continuing to offer the assurance of genetically diverse, source-identified material. Additionally, as part of our outreach and marketing efforts, we will be offering certification for nurseries, garden
centers, and landscape professionals wishing to be promoted
as authorized Rhody Native™ 2014 wholesalers, retailers, and
designers. For more information please visit rhodynative.org.
The long-term goal is to facilitate the capacity of Rhode Island’s horticulture industry to become a key driver in creating
sustainable and genetically diverse landscapes.
Continued on page 7
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Rhody Native...
Continued from page 5

In addition, March will see the launch of the RI Native Plant
Guide. Created as a collaborative effort by the RINHS and URI
Outreach Center, this interactive online guide includes a subset of the state’s listings of native plants selected by a team of
landscape designers, nursery owners and habitat managers.
Users will be able to search the guide based on factors such as
light and moisture requirements as well as suitability for wildlife including birds, butterflies and pollinator species. The
guide will allow for nurseries and garden centers to manage
and update their listing of native species and provide a concise
record of species availability.
Clearly, ahead of us lies an exciting time. As a landscape
architect you are a key ally in carrying out our mission. We
look forward with enthusiasm to working together.
Authors
Graham Laird Gardner is the marketing consultant for
Rhody Native™ and owner of The Native Plantsmith. He has a
degree in Landscape Architecture from URI.
Hope Leeson is the botanist for the Rhode Island Natural
History Survey and Rhody Native™ coordinator.

Look for
the Rhody
Native™
logo at your
local nurseries and garden centers.
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——– Fellowship Opportunities ——–
SALLY BOASBERG FOUNDER’S FELLOWSHIP
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR 2014

CHARLES E. BEVERIDGE RESEARCH FELLOWSHIP
2014

Saturday February 1, 2014 - Monday March 31, 2014

The Charles E. Beveridge Research Fellowship honors
an eminent scholar, Series Editor of The Papers of Frederick Law Olmsted, and devoted friend of the Frederick Law
Olmsted National Historic Site (Fairsted) and its archives
and collections. The Fellowship is intended to encourage
the use of these archives and foster the continued development of Olmsted scholars. One Fellowship with a stipend of $1,500 will be awarded in 2014. This stipend may
be used to defray the living or travel costs for one individual who wishes to come to the Brookline/Boston area to
conduct research at the Frederick Law Olmsted National
Historic Site in Brookline, Mass., between May 2014 and
April 2015. Applications are due by email (pdf attachment) or mail/delivery by 4:00PM Tuesday, April 1, 2014.
Additional information, application form and guidelines
can be found as a PDF or MS Word (DOC) file.

In 2012, The Cultural Landscape Foundation established the Sally Boasberg Founder’s Fellowship to honor
TCLF founding Co-Chairman Sally Boasberg’s commitment
to TCLF and to memorialize her dedication to landscape
education and stewardship. Her wisdom and passion
shaped the foundation from its inception, and the Founder’s Fellowship supports an internship program for students and aspiring professionals to perpetuate her vision
and ideals.
The Fellowship runs for 8-12 weeks during the summer, with flexible start and end dates, working in TCLF’s
Washington, D.C. office. Applications for the program are
accepted from January to March 31st each year, with
phone interviews and decisions made in April. The position is paid and includes housing in the Boasberg home in
Northwest Washington, D.C. Read about previous Boasberg Fellows Eduard Kraklmalnikov and Karina Bishop,
and apply for the Sally Boasberg Founder’s Fellowship.

Additional information on the Archives and collections
at Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site can be
found at http://www.nps.gov/frla/olmstedarchives.htm.
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Join us for a screening of

Women in the Dirt
A documentary about the work of seven
landscape architects. Their projects combine
awareness of architectural and landscape principles, concern with sustainability, safety and beauty.
The film will be shown for one night only
mark your calendars for:
Thursday, May 8, 2013 at 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
Rhode Island School of Design
Bayard Ewing Building (BEB Room 106)
231 South Main Street
Providence, RI
Hosted by
American Society of Landscape Architects
Rhode Island Chapter
Rhode Island School of Design
Landscape Architecture Department
University of Rhode Island
American Institute of Architects
Rhode Island Chapter
Light refreshments served!
Please RSVP to gravellyhilldg@yahoo.com

DEADLINE:
L.A.R.E. Review Session

May

APRIL1, 2014
June 2014 Newsletter

Final Session for 2014

Email news to: riaslanews@aol.com

Sat., May 17, 9am-12pm

Email ads to: kbeck@commonwealth-eng.com

Sylvan Nursery, 1028 Horseneck Road,
Westport, Mass.

I N F O

@JPLARUE.COM

RI State Section: Plant Identification
John P. LaRue, CPSI

The Sylvan’s review will take place rain or shine!

BigToys * Rocks & Ropes
Columbia Cascade * TotTurf

All sessions must be paid and registered for a minimum of one week in advance!
Please contact Karen Beck
(401) 273-6600 (days), or email:
kbeck@commonwealth-eng.com.

www.jplarue.com
www.playgroundregs.com
P.O. Box 209
Little Compton RI 02837

800.986.3716 TF tel
866.222.2561 TF fax
401.744.6901 Cell
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— Upcoming Events of Interest —
L.A.R.E. Review
Section 3: Design. To be held at RISD Bayard Ewing Bldg., 231
South Main Street, Providence. All sessions are $30 each or any
2 sessions for $50. Pre-registration is required. Please contact
Karen Beck (401) 273-6600 (days), or e-mail: kbeck@common
wealth-eng.com.

includes training materials, two-year Certified Invasive Manager
status, coffee/tea and lunch on both training days; Professional
NO Certification: $150 includes training materials, coffee/tea
and lunch on both training days; Volunteer/Nonprofit NO Certification: $100 includes coffee/tea and lunch on both training
days. For more information call 874-4096 or visit http://www
.uri.edu/cels/ceoc/LR_IPMCP.html

March 6 – 7 P.M.

March 20 – 8 A.M. to 4 P.M.

URI / LAR Lecture Series
"Context Driven Design; Responding to What's Right in Front of
You" Speaker: Todd Richardson, Principal Richardson & Associates LLC, Saco, Maine. To be held in Weaver Auditorium, URI
Kingston

Perennial Plant Conference
Registration includes two concurrent sessions with nationally
known speakers and lunch. UConn Storrs Campus. For more
information, call 860-486-6448 or http://www.2014perennial
.uconn.edu/

March 8 – 7:45 A.M. to 4 P.M.

March 20 – 6 P.M.

RI Land & Water Conservation Summit
To be held in Memorial Union, URI Kingston. Keynote speaker
Alvaro Sanchez Sanches, 30 workshop sessions. For more information, visit www.landandwaterpartnership.org

RIASLA Excom Meeting
To be held at The Dragon Palace, 1210 Main St., Wyoming. All
members welcome. For more information contact President
Kurt Van Dexter at kurtvandexter@gmail.com

March 12 & 13 – 9 A.M. to 4 P.M.

March 22 – 1 P.M.

Invasive Plant Management Certification Program
To be held in Center for Biotechnology & Life Sciences (CBLS,
Room 152), URI Kingston campus. Sponsored by RI Coastal Resources Management Council. Professional Certification: $200

RI Wild Plant Society Meeting
General meeting followed by refreshments; 2 p.m. speaker
Amanda Gallinat of the New England Leaf Out Project. To be
held at Audubon Environmental Education Center, 1401 Hope
Street, Bristol. Free and open to the public. For more information, visit riwps.org

March 5 – 6:30 to 9 P.M.

April 3 – 7 P.M.
URI / LAR Lecture Series
“Telescopic,” Speaker: Gary Hildebrand, Principal Reed
Hildebrand LLC, Watertown, Mass. To be held in Weaver Auditorium, URI Kingston

April 15 – 6 P.M.
RIASLA Excom Meeting
To be held at O Sushi, 7659 Post Road, North Kingstown. All
members welcome. For more information contact President
Kurt Van Dexter at kurtvandexter@gmail.com

April 17 – 7 P.M.
URI / LAR Lecture Series
Speaker: Marion Pressley, Principal, Pressley Associates, Cambridge, Mass. To be held in Weaver Auditorium, URI Kingston

April 26 – 8:15 a.m. to 6 p.m.
29th annual RI Statewide Historic Preservation Conference
To be held in Warren with visits to Barrington and nearby sites.
For more information visit http://www.preservation.ri.gov or
call 401-732-1009.

May 8 – 6:30 to 8:30 P.M.
“Women in the Dirt”
Screening of documentary (see page 9 for details).
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