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What is PARK(ing) Day Providence?
The Rhode Island Chapter of the
American Society of Landscape Architects, (RIASLA) and the Rhode Island
Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects (AIAri), are working together
and collaborating with Transport Providence, the City of Providence Downtown Improvement District, and the
Providence Department of Transportation to bring the second official, citywide celebration of PARK(ing) Day to
Providence, Rhode Island.
PARK(ing) Day, now celebrated internationally, is always held on the third
Friday of September, rain or shine. This
year, the event will take place on Friday,
September 19. This annual event brings
together artists, designers and citizens
to transform metered parking spaces
into temporary public parks known as
Parklets. PARK(ing) Day Providence will
include approximately 35 Parklets located at key points within the Downtown area and the West Side, with other
Parklets located throughout the city.
The Parklet designers will work with
local businesses, bringing enthusiasm
and energy to the area, while being sensitive to the needs of the shopkeepers
and their customers. Through Parklet
sponsorships, individual parking meter
revenue will be accounted for on that
day.
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Kristi Gelnett of Durkee Brown Viveiros Werenfels Architects relaxes in the firm’s
Parklet on Washington Street during PARKing Day on September 20, 2013.
Originating in 2005, PARK(ing) Day
was initiated by Rebar Art & Design Studio. Rebar is an interdisciplinary design
firm in San Francisco that combines art,
design activism and ecology, creating
objects spaces, and ideas that inspire
people to re-imagine the environment
and our place in it.
PARK(ing) Day is now an annual
worldwide event where artists, design-

ers, and citizens transform metered
parking spaces into temporary public
parks. During the 2011 International
PARK(ing) Day event, 162 cities in 35
countries participated, resulting in the
creation of 975 Parklets. This trend is
part of the new urbanism movement,
which promotes walkable neighborhoods as well as other quality-of-life
Continued on page 6
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President’s Letter
Kurt Van Dexter, ASLA
Warm Greetings Everyone:
Having recently returned from attending the ASLA Advocacy Day and Mid-Year Meeting in Providence, and since then
attending Design Week RI meetings, PARK(ing) Day Providence
meetings, as well as the Grow Smart RI Summit, I have a lot to
share.

2 0 13 – 14
R IA S LA
E XE CU T IV E
CO MMI TTE E
President
Kurt Van Dexter, ASLA
kurtvandexter@gmail.com

May began with the URI Landscape Architecture Program
25th Anniversary Celebration on the 10th. This delightful event was well designed and well
attended. This important benchmark serves as both celebration and public notice. The
food (thank you, Matunuck Oyster Bar!), and drinks were abundant as were the opportunities to re-acquaint with friends from years past.

President-Elect
Megan Gardner, ASLA
megan@gardner-gerrish.com

From May 14 –17, Karen Beck, Megan Gardner and I were in Washington, D.C., for the
annual CPC and Trustees meetings, and Advocacy Day. On Advocacy Day, Karen, Megan
and I had the pleasure to meet with Senator Jack Reed, Anna-Marie Laura, the Ocean and
Coastal policy adviser for Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, as well as Livia Shmavonian, representative from Representative James Langevin’s office. We unfortunately did not have
an opportunity to meet with anyone from Representative Cicilline’s office. Senator Reed
was as wonderful, supportive, knowledgeable and gracious as one could imagine. We discussed, among other things, the Complete Streets Legislation, with which Senator Reed
was clearly in support. Anna-Marie Laura, a member of Senator Whitehouse’s office, informed us about the Rhode Island Energy and Environmental Leaders Day. This event will
take place in September, and Anna-Marie will make sure the RIASLA is invited to attend.

Trustee
Karen Beck, FASLA
kbeck@common
wealth-eng.com

On Friday evening, we had the opportunity to visit the rooftop garden above the ASLA
building on Eye Street, NW, Washington. This being my third visit to the ASLA rooftop garden over the course of about five years, the garden has never looked as wonderful as it
did on this evening. The green-roof plants, all thriving and lush, were accentuated by the
light of the late-day sun, and as always this was a wonderful opportunity to catch up with
chapter presidents and trustees from across the country without being subject to the
structure of meeting agendas.
September of this year will be the first Design Week RI. Annually, in cities across the
country, Design Weeks have been held for many years, in a few cases, like NYC, for decades. RIASLA has been part of the planning committee for Design Week RI from the very
beginning. We are working very closely with AIAri, AIGA, RISD, Brown, the Jamestown Arts
Center, and the city of Providence. The majority of the events of Design Week RI this first
year will take place in Providence, however this is a state-wide initiative, and everyone is
cognizant of the fact that next year’s event will be expansive, moving beyond the Providence region. The structure of our first design week is in the development stages. We will
keep the RIASLA membership posted as progress continues on this exciting event. Several
RIASLA Excom members have been regularly attending the meetings including: myself,
Megan Gardner, Nathan Socha and Jenn Judge. If you have any questions, feel free to contact any one of us. This event is tentatively scheduled to take place Thursday, September
18th through Wednesday, September 24th at various locations.
As if there were not enough meetings to regularly attend, we have also on a regular
basis been meeting and planning for PARK(ing) Day Providence 2014. This event, always
on the third Friday of September, will occur this year all day Friday, September 19 th. It
looks to be even larger this year, building on our success of last year. We are hoping to
hold a PARK(ing) Day After Party this year. Details to follow. For further information,
please contact me, Megan Gardner, Nathan Socha or Jenn Judge.
Continued on page 3

Past President
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President’s letter...
The annual Smart Growth RI Summit was held on Friday,
May 23rd.
Karen Beck, Nathan Socha, Megan Gardner, Jenn Judge,
and I from RIASLA Excom attended this event, along with
several other chapter members. It is good for all chapter
members to attend such events and keep abreast of future
visions, developments and possibilities for landscape architecture in Rhode Island.
Yes, we still have the position open for treasurer of the
RIASLA Excom. Please, if any of you are interested, please
consider stepping forward as treasurer of RIASLA. We are
also currently looking for anyone interested in stepping up
to become President-Elect for the RIASLA Excom. Please
contact me, Megan Gardner or Karen Beck.
RIASLA Excom meetings are open to all chapter members.
Feel free to come to a meeting sometime. The July RIASLA
Excom meeting will take place Tuesday, July 22, starting at 6
p.m. at Nick’s on Broadway, 500 Broadway, Providence.
The summer weather has finally arrived. Take time to
enjoy this wonderful, albeit short, opportunity to experience
life for life’s sake, whether it is with friends and family or
more solitary hikes, dives, swims, sketching sessions, etc.
Happy Summer,
Kurt

Advocacy Day 2014
RIASLA representatives Trustee Karen Beck, FASLA, Vice
President Megan Gardner and President Kurt Van Dexter visit
with R.I. Senator Jack Reed on Capitol Hill during ASLA
Advocacy Day on May 15 in Washington, D.C.
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Trustee’s Report
Karen Beck, FASLA
Hello all!
Kurt, Megan and I have just returned from the ASLA 2014 Midyear Meeting (May 14-17) in Washington, D.C. Meetings included the
Executive Committee, Board of
Trustees (BOT), Chapters Presidents Council (CPC), new trustee
orientation, an advocacy briefing training session, as well as
Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill. Advocacy Day was sunny but
very warm. We met at 9:30 a.m. with Senator Reed (see photo
on page 3), at 11:30 a.m. with Senator Whitehouse’s staff (he
was on the Hill at a bill markup), and later in the day with Representative Langevin’s staff. We were greeted at all three offices with support for the various transportation initiatives that
we were promoting.
The BOT elected three vice presidents who will take office in
the fall after the annual meeting in Denver: Jeffrey A. Townsend, ASLA, Finance; Keith P. Wilson, ASLA, Membership; and
Hunter L. Beckham, ASLA, Professional Practice. BOT actions
during the meeting included: acceptance of the 2013 financial
audit; approval of a new public policy on Agriculture; approval
of the Finance and Investments and Member Services Committees’ recommendation for a dues increase, and discussion of

Board performance and strategic planning.
During the joint BOT/CPC lunch, the group heard from representatives of the American Planning Association (APA),
American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE), Urban Land Institute (ULI), and the National Recreation and Park Association
(NRPA). Patrick Phillips, CEO of the ULI – who was trained as a
landscape architect but ended up going into real estate economics – said ULI will continue its focus on both the global and
the local. They will further expand overseas, “bringing our nonideological perspective to urban development” to Asia and
Africa, while also strengthening their local councils, which focus on the issues of immediate concern to communities. At
this scale, Phillips said “education – reaching out to thousands
of local high schools – is a priority.” Long-time friend of landscape architects, Paul Farmer, CEO of the APA, said “our collaboration with ASLA has been excellent.” Farmer, who is retiring from APA this summer, said “planning is about outcomes,
using an open and transparent process to create what people
want: livable neighborhoods and clean air and water.” Farmer
said APA will increasingly focus on the “social side of sustainability – the equity side. Most organizations are too focused on
the environmental or economic side of sustainability.” Barbara
Tulipane, NRPA, outlined her group’s new approach to communications. She said when speaking with public officials, “we
have to sell them on the many benefits of parks – how parks
save us money or make us money – but when NRPA is focused
Continued on page 5

RIASLA / July – August 2014 / Page 5

Trustee’s letter...
on reaching the public, we use common language.” Parks are
about forging “a real emotional connection with nature.”
Randall Over, head of the ASCE, said ASCE will ramp up efforts on dealing with climate change as an engineering challenge. “There, I said it; we openly talk about climate change.
Climate change has changed our design standards. We need
to design more resilient infrastructure. We need to focus on
the social side of resilience, too, including who will operate
and maintain infrastructure in the case of a serious climatic
event.” To encourage more “sustainable horizontal infrastructure,” ASCE will soon roll out Envision, a new rating system. “Some two out of every three projects that have been
certified are landscapes.”
The Importance of Honey Bees
for Sustaining Life on Earth!
A drastic recent reduction in the number of honeybees in
the U.S. could constitute a major threat to our food supply.
Just how important are honeybees to the human diet? Typically, according to the U.S. Department of Agriculture, these
under-appreciated workers pollinate 80 percent of our flowering crops, which constitute 1/3 of everything we eat. One
Cornell University study estimated that honeybees annually
pollinate $14 billion worth of seeds and crops in the U.S. Essentially, if honeybees disappear, they could take most of our
insect-pollinated plants with them, potentially reducing mankind to little more than a bread and water diet (NOOO!!!).
Recently, ASLA sent a letter to White House staff to make
policy recommendations on how the Obama administration
should address maintaining a healthy population of honey
bees and other pollinators. The recommendations included:
developing best practices that include using native plants
that attract and maintain pollinators on federal sites and projects; including a landscape architect on federal projects;
providing education on best practices for those engaged in
urban agriculture; and creating incentives for the private sector to employ best practices to sustain a healthy pollinator
population. ASLA is part of the White House Stakeholders
Group on Pollinators.
Attend the 2014 ASLA Annual Meeting in Denver!
Attendee registration and housing for the ASLA 2014 Annual Meeting and EXPO is off to a strong start with 567 people confirmed in the fourth week of registration. Field sessions and special events are also selling well. To secure your
registration discount, all attendees are encouraged to book
at one of the official annual meeting hotels when registering
for the meeting online. Meeting staff have arranged for special group rates at eight hotels within walking distance of the
convention center. Rates start as low as $149 per room per
night! Don’t miss it and register NOW!
See you in Denver (if not before)!
Karen A. Beck, FASLA
Trustee
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PARK(ing) Day...

Continued from page 1

issues in urban living. PARK(ing) Day celebrates
and strengthens our connection with nature, our
sense of community, and enhances the overall
public awareness about the importance of including green space in our urban environment.
FAQ’S
When is PARK(ing) Day?
In 2014, Park(ing) Day is on Friday, September 19,
from approximately 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Times may
vary by spot – parklets can be in the space only
when it is legal to park a vehicle there.)
How many spots will there be?
Approximately 35 Parklets throughout Providence
Where can I go to see parks?
Parklets are located around Providence. See maps
at http://rhodeislandasla.org/parkingday/
How do I sign up to host a spot for PARK(ing)
Day?
Please fill out a form online at http://
rhodeislandasla.org/parkingday/ Sign-up opens in
July. Additional spots may become available.
Who can host a PARK(ing) Day spot?
Anyone can host a spot for PARK(ing) Day, including activists, artists, architects, landscape architects, local businesses and individual citizens.
Are there any rules about the design of the
parks?
There are just a few rules:
 There must be a barrier between the park
and the vehicular travel lanes, and the barrier must be tall enough that a driver can see
it and know not to swerve into the park.
 No commerce or overt advertising can occur
in the park. It’s OK to advocate for an issue,
or to say “This park brought to you by XYZ
Organization,” but parks cannot look like
trade show booths.
 Park construction cannot encroach on vehicular travel lanes, at any height.
 Parks cannot be set up at or near corners.
 Parks can be in the space only when it’s legal
to park a car there. If the space is subject to
rush hour, loading zone, handicapped or
valet restrictions, then the park is subject to
the same restrictions.
 Rule of thumb: if you can park a car in it, you
can have a park in it.
Continued on page 7
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PARK(ing) Day...
For more information about the
2014 PARK(ing) Day Providence
event, contact:
Jenn Judge RIASLA
email: gravellyhilldg@yahoo.com
phone: 401.465.8282
Vada Seccareccia AIAri
email: vada@unionstudioarch.com
phone: 401.272.4724
Kurt Van Dexter RIASLA
email: kurtvandexter@gmail.com
phone: 401.837.2215
For more information on
PARK(ing) Day nationally and internationally, visit the global Park(ing)
Day website at:
www.parkingday.org

Diagram of PARK(ing) Day “parklet” size, equal to one streetside parking space.

RIASLA Newsletter is published bi-monthly by the Rhode Island Chapter
American Society of Landscape Architects — The newsletter will publish news of interest to Landscape Architects and allied professions,
including upcoming meetings, awards, job opportunities and other information. RIASLA reserves the right to edit or reject any submissions.
For advertising contact: kbeck@commonwealth-eng.com — For news & calendar listings contact: riaslanews@aol.com
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You Can Prevent ‘Volcano Mulching’

As landscape architects, we can help to assure plants are installed correctly.
When visiting job sites, check for correct installation of mulch to assure any
“mulch volcanoes” are removed and that mulch is installed to the proper depth.
Recently, John Campanini, technical adviser to the RI Tree
Council forwarded the following email to RIASLA :
“Please find the link below of an instructional video on the
proper way to mulch trees. It was developed by RITree to try
to educate the public on how to apply mulch correctly. We
hope you will pass it along to anyone working in the landscape profession today: http://youtu.be/ygCkmy4M5Hc
Volcano mulching has become epidemic in RI and we are
trying our best to stop it. We ask that you help us to stop it
as well.
For more instructional videos on tree pruning, planting
and ecological benefits, visit the RITree website at
www.RITree.org. Thanks for your help. ”

INFO

@JPLARUE.COM
John P. LaRue, CPSI
BigToys * Rocks & Ropes
Columbia Cascade * TotTurf

www.jplarue.com
www.playgroundregs.com

P.O. Box 209

800.986.3716 TF tel
866.222.2561 TF fax
401.744.6901 Cell
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URI Student Chapter, ASLA
Recently RIASLA member Nathan Socha spoke with members
of the URI Student Chapter to offer congratulations on their
installation as new chapter officers and to learn what they have
planned for the upcoming year.
URI ASLA Chapter Q+A
1. Who are the current leaders (President, VP, Treasurer and
Secretary) of the student chapter and where are you from?
Emily Humphrey, President – Rhode Island
Philip Frias, Vice President – Rhode Island
Dean Pimentel, Treasurer – Rhode Island
Emily Sanchez, Secretary – New Jersey
2. What would the student chapter like to accomplish for the
year (e.g. workshops, group travel, LAbash, community projects, etc.)?
We would like to do some fun things both in and out of the
studio. Holding workshops to help students with computer skills
would be great and super beneficial, and maybe even documentary/pizza nights, too! Talk about improving bits here and
there in the studio have also happened but we'll have to talk

Upcoming Event s
of Int er est
July 16 & 17 – 9 A.M. to 4 P.M.
Invasive Plant Management Certification Program
To be held in URI Pharmacy Building, Room 240, 7 Greenhousse Road, URI Kingston campus. Sponsored by RI
Coastal Resources Management Council. Professional Certification: $200 includes training materials, two-year Certified Invasive Manager status, coffee/tea and lunch on
both training days; professional with no certification:
$150. For more information call 874-2900 or http://web.
uri.edu/ceoc/ or register online at https://www.regonline
.com/Register/Checkin.aspx?EventId= 1276571

July 22 – 6 P.M.
RIASLA Excom Meeting
To be held at Nick’s on Broadway, 500 Broadway, Providence. All members welcome. For more information contact President Kurt Van Dexter at kurtvandexter@gmail
.com

July 23 – 9 A.M. to Noon
Invasive Plant Management Re-Certification Session
Sponsored by RI Coastal Resources Management Council.
Professional Re-Certification: $80. For more information
or to register, call 874-2900 or http://web.uri.edu/ceoc/

August 18 – 6 P.M.
RIASLA Excom Meeting
To be held at Charlestown Rathskeller, 489A Old Coach
Road, Charlestown (tentative). See July 22 listing.

among ourselves and with Prof. Sheridan about budgeting and
whatnot.
Outside of the studio, we have talked about planning class
trips, near or far, but again to be discussed at a later time. PARK
(ing) Day in the fall will most likely be happening as well, so
we're pretty excited for that. As far as community projects perhaps we'll keep our eyes open for opportunities for local volunteer work to gain some positive recognition.
After Googling LAbash, it sounds really great! I don't think
many of us have heard about any conferences other than the
annual ASLA Meeting. I'm sure some students would be interested in learning more about it.
Overall we want to just be as involved as we can! Getting
students of all years to participate in meetings and events
would be a great step in the right direction to making the chapter a sweet success.
3. How can the national/state chapter help you?
How the national and state chapters could help us...
hmmmm... perhaps give us some ideas as to what other student chapters have accomplished? Or help us find some neat
local projects to be a part of? I don't think we've really thought
about it. How can you help us out?
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