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An
artistic
touch
in the
residential
landscape
By Katherine Field, ASLA
When I discuss my work, people are
generally amazed at the breadth of
knowledge and experience it takes to be
a high-end residential landscape architect. We are perhaps the closest incarnation of the ‘Renaissance’ designer in the
world of design. We have to be equally
deft at discussing engineering and infrastructural systems, plants and horticultural science, permitting, sculpture,
pools and water features, lighting, furnishings and fabrics, and party planning,
and a bit of economics – I never go into a
meeting without checking the stock market!
As residential designers, we need that
depth of understanding so we can pro-

vide clients with an environment that
serves their interests and creates awareness of the joy of living. We love people
and in discovering what makes them tick
as individuals and as a family unit, we
become very involved in their lives for
the six to 24 months it usually takes to
complete a project.
Our client relationships are split between men and women, depending on
the particular facet of the project and
their interests. We have to learn what
elements are important to each client,
whether it is a concern for budget and
schedule, or family fun and entertaining.
We listen, and address those points central to each individual who makes up the
‘client unit.’

High-end residential work is not for
the timid or shy. We have to be able to
think on our feet, talk with CEOs, manage budgets, and design for people who
are world travelers and have seen more
resorts than we could ever hope to visit
in a lifetime. We are called on to plan for
the inclusion of structures, such as pool
houses, garages, pergolas, docks, decks
and follies. Knowing something about
the design of built space and the support
requirements of garden structures is
essential. There is a wonderful zone of
confluence between ourselves and the
other team members such as the architect, engineer, interior designer, contractor and property manager. We feel that
Continued on page 6
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President’s Letter
Kurt Van Dexter, ASLA
Warm Greetings Everyone:
As the Summer is waning and changes approach us, ushered
in by the nighttime sounds of the katydids, we have opportunities to visually observe the landscape through a different
lens. The envelope of warm humid air encases our experience
as we notice the foliar canopy growing ever more subdued
and the green textures of the open fields become tinged with
the hints of reds and oranges.
Meetings and events of the recent weeks include the introduction of a RI-based event
directed by Charles Birnbaum FASLA, the continued development of 2014 PARK(ing)Day
Providence, the creation and planning of the first DESIGNXRI, the pioneering development
of the inaugural Rhode Island Design HOF, and the third annual Green Market Festival.
Cultural Landscape Foundation
To begin, Charles Birnbaum is the founder and president of The Cultural Landscape
Foundation. In recent years, TCLF has held site-specific exploratory conferences around
the country that focus on significant cultural landscapes found in those communities and
regions, usually two or three per year. TCLF works with local organizations to help identify
key landscapes in the communities, and to help facilitate these gatherings. One of the
outcomes of each conference is the creation and publication of a booklet about the cultural landscapes of that region. “What’s Out There” is the branded name of Birnbaum’s
program, and he is currently organizing such a conference, which will take place in Newport County during May 2015. Charles is looking for our support and active involvement
this conference.
PARK(ing) Day Providence
PARK(ing) Day Providence is shaping-up for this year. Last year there were thirty-four
Parklets across the city, and it looks like we will have more that that this year. A proposed
feature of this year’s PARK(ing) Day will be a dedicated bike lane corridor with multiple
Parklets along Broadway in the West End of the city. Last year some of the area LA firms
were involved, designing and facilitating their own Parklets. This will be the case again this
year, and I understand at least one additional LA firm will be participating this year. In
addition, PARK(ing) Day organizers are working to develop a PARK(ing) Day Beer Garden
during the event and after-party for participants upon conclusion of the event.
This year, PARK(ing) Day Providence will take place Friday, September 19th, rain or
shine.
DESIGN WEEK RI
As mentioned in last month’s RIASLA president’s letter, the first DESIGN WEEK RI will
also take place in September. It will run from Wednesday evening, September 17 th,
through Saturday, September 27th.
This event is jam-packed with highlights, major guest speakers from several design disciplines, networking opportunities, and more. If your studio or firm is located in the vicinity of Providence, consider registering your office as an open-studio venue, and hosting
your own mini-event. The web page for DESIGN WEEK RI is: http://designweekri.com/
As an outgrowth of DESIGN WEEK RI, the Rhode Island Design Hall of Fame is being developed. Each year, after a call for nominations, and independent judging, three to five
recipients will be inducted into the RI Design HOF. The RI Design HOF will help to give a
public face to the abundance, quality and the depth of design and designers with strong
Rhode Island ties, and celebrate the importance of design in Rhode Island. Specifics of this
Continued on page 3
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President’s letter...
award program are currently being developed. The first recipients will be announced during DESIGN WEEK RI.
Green Market Festival
The Green Market Festival, organized and run by the Rhode
Island Nursery & Landscape Association, took place on Sunday,
August 10th. It appeared to be well-attended and the weather
once again was beautiful. RIASLA did not have an organized
presence this year, but a few members including myself did
attend at least part of the day. Barbara Petrarca and Wil Gates
volunteered, working the event throughout the day. In conversation with Wil during the event, he offered several good ideas
for future RIASLA participation in this event. It is important for
RIASLA to have a presence at this event, though the traditional
method of simply having a table and answering questions is not
going to help the public begin to understand landscape architecture. We need to have a more dynamic (and fun!) presence.
Excom Openings & Meetings
The chapter is looking for anyone interested in becoming a
member of the RIASLA Excom. In particular, we are looking for
our next President-Elect, and a new Treasurer. Our Excom is a
hard-working group of individuals who enjoy fresh ideas and
making things happen. If you have an interest in joining the
RIASLA Excom, please contact me, Megan Gardner or Karen
Beck.

RIASLA Excom meetings are open to ALL chapter members.
Feel free to come to a meeting sometime. Meetings are held
at various locations across the state in consideration of Excom
members who live in various regions of our state. Below is a list
of our next few meetings.
The dates and locations are tentative. It is advisable to confirm with an RIASLA Excom member a day or two prior to the
meeting.
September RIASLA Excom meeting: Monday, September15 th,
starting at 6 p.m. It will be held at the Flatbread Pizza Restaurant, 161 Cushing St., Providence, RI. Phone: 401.273.2737.
There is convenient off-street parking at the restaurant.
October RIASLA Excom meeting: Monday, October 20 th,
starting at 6 p.m. It will be held at the Meritage Restaurant,
5454 Post Road, East Greenwich, RI. Phone: 401.884.1255.
There is convenient off-street parking at the restaurant.
November RIASLA Excom meeting: Monday, November 17 th,
starting at 6 p.m. It will be held at the brand new Wicked Fish
Restaurant, 20 South County Trail, (route 2 near Schartner’s)
North Kingstown, RI. There is convenient off-street parking at
the restaurant.
Kurt Van Dexter
2014 chapter president RIASLA
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Trustee’s Report
Karen Beck, FASLA
Hello all!
Just a quick reminder to those of
you who are ASLA members about
some of the great things that membership provides, and a listing of
benefits to those of you who may
be reading this newsletter but are not members (ASLA has
Affiliate memberships for those of you who would like to join
but who are not landscape architects):
ASLA represents the voices of landscape architects (and the
issues that we are interested in) to federal, state and local
elected officials and rule makers. Through the ASLA Advocacy
Network members are given the tools they need to effectively
communicate with policy makers and positively impact issues
important to the profession.
As an example of this, when Megan, Kurt and I met with
Senator Whitehouse’s staff in D.C. during this past Advocacy
Day, they invited us to participate in the Rhode Island Energy
and Environmental Leaders Day. This year is the fifth annual
event, and Rhode Island leaders in the energy and environmental community will meet to discuss salient environmental
issues with federal officials and policy experts. The event
draws leaders from a range of fields – and I believe this is the

first year that landscape architects have been invited.
Another example of ASLA benefits through the Advocacy
Network is information provided on the following two programs:
U.S. Forest Service Announces
Community Forest Program Grants
The U.S. Forest Service has announced the availability of
nearly $1.7 million in grants for the Community Forest and
Open Space Conservation Program (Community Forest Program or CFP) and is now accepting applications. This is a competitive grant program aimed at establishing community forests by protecting forest land from conversion to non-forest
uses and provides community benefits. Some of these benefits
include sustainable forest management, clean air, water, wildlife habitat, and other environmental benefits. Individual grant
applications may not exceed $400,000. All applications must
be submitted to the appropriate State forester by January 16,
2015. For more information visit the Community Forest Program webpage.
Guide on Access to Outdoor Sites
Available from the U.S. Access Board
A new guide on achieving accessible outdoor sites, including
trails and camping areas, is now available from the U.S. Access
Board. The 100-page document discusses and illustrates provisions of accessibility guidelines the Board issued last fall for
Continued on page 5
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Trustee’s letter...
outdoor sites developed by the federal government. These
guidelines provide detailed specifications for accessible trails,
picnic and camping areas, viewing areas, beach access routes
and other components of outdoor developed areas when newly
built or altered.
The new guide serves as a companion resource to the guidelines by explaining the intent of various requirements and how
they can be met. It discusses provisions for trails and trailheads,
outdoor recreation access routes, and beach access routes such
as those addressing surface characteristics, width, and running
and cross slopes. In addition, the guide explains exceptions in
the guidelines that may apply where compliance is not practicable because of terrain, prevailing construction practices, or
other specified conditions.
Visit the Board’s website for further information or contact
Bill Botten at (202) 272-0014 or outdoor@access-board.gov.
Every year the Public Relations and Communications department reaches out to thousands of people, advancing awareness
and appreciation of the profession through outreach efforts.
ASLA and local chapters organize events during the year which
build awareness and showcase the importance of the profession. These events include National Landscape Architecture
Month, professional awards, social media and much more. For
example, ASLA has slightly more than 15,000 members; however, ASLA’s Facebook page has surpassed 40,000 followers. It

is more than likely that the vast majority of these followers
are our current and potential future clients!
ASLA offers free and discounted professional resources, including Standard Form Contracts , Landscape Architecture Technical Information Series (LATIS), Annual Meeting & EXPO registration, award entry fees, surveys, contracts and more. ASLA
members are also eligible to participate in a number of costsaving programs that cover a wide range of services that can
help you and your business save money. (Plus national member
dues are 92.7% tax deductible.) Members can also keep current
on practice specific information through the Profession Practice
Networks. The current number of PPN members is 12,291,
which represents 80% of the membership. There are 18 PPNs
that provide for an even more directed landscape architectural
experience.
ASLA Annual Meeting
ATTEND THE 2014 ASLA MEETING IN DENVER! Attendee registration and housing for the ASLA 2014 Annual Meeting and
EXPO is now at 2,419 people confirmed as of the beginning of
August. Field sessions and special events are also selling well.
The advance deadline is October 17. Don’t miss it and register
NOW!
See you in Denver!
Karen A. Beck, FASLA
Trustee
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Residential...

Continued from page 1

we hold everyone together because we know their languages
and can create a seamless transition between house and nature.
We are sincere about exceeding expectations, and draw
most of our clients from referrals. We have to be willing to
work weekends and late nights, and are usually pushed to
complete projects for an early summer deadline. We are
skilled negotiators who understand how to get to ‘yes’ with
our contractors, and who know when to have that difficult
meeting with our clients about the scope creep, budget or
scheduling problems.
Because many of our clients live elsewhere, we need to
communicate long distance throughout the process of design
and construction. Digital collaboration with consultants is also
essential. We have developed the ability to use photorealistic
3D modeling software along with Photoshop to show proposed designs and options for review by clients and consultants. On-line meetings such as GoToMeeting and Join.me are part of our normal business practices. We are also able
to provide rendering capabilities to
other design firms.
Our drawings for construction include
the normal sheets that you would find
on any commercial job, from site prep
and demo to planting details. Because
our clients are interested in custom fabrication and the details of materials and
finishes, we also have developed an extensive library of samples and sources
for our product specifications. Site furnishings are a large part of the specification and fabrication process which we
oversee. We include written specifica-

tions and help the client with the bid process. During construction we are in constant touch and attendance to be sure the
intent of the drawings is being executed and we are there to
answer the many questions that inevitably arise.
In order to document our work, we
have to be good photographers. Getting
good shots of our
gardens is never a
one-time event, for
plants and light are
ever-changing and
the key is to select
the right day and
time for a photoshoot. We are always
armed with cameras
to capture the character and beauty of
our projects, in progress or finished.
What we love about the residential side of landscape architecture is that there is so much touch in the process – touching
the lives of our clients, touching and selecting materials, and
being touched on both the right and left sides of our brains as
well as in our hearts. Sometimes there is a lot of touch with the
contractors, which feels more like pushing and pulling, but at
the end of the day, we all go home satisfied that we have done
what is in the best interest of the client and have created
something lasting and beautiful.
If you are thinking that the world of Residential Landscape
Architecture is of interest to you, then don’t hesitate to visit an
office and meet with those in the trenches of the work. It is
exciting, fast- paced and rewarding. We see many projects built
every year, each one unique, and we are never bored!
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DESIGN WEEK RI will convene September 17 – 27, 2014 and
create shared experiences and opportunities for collaborative
engagement with talented designers in Rhode Island. All this
and more will take place at this inaugural DESIGN WEEK RI:
EAT AND SPEAK: A statewide lunch on design. Design firms,
studios, creative spaces host a lunch at their place and invite a
speaker to discuss a design project, innovative idea, or success.
4x4 SPEAKER SERIES: Four speakers. Four days. At four
o’clock pm. This series will focus on the RI design stars and
showcase some of the talent that lies within our borders.

Aurora hosts in downtown Providence.
HALL OF FAME PARTY: The DESIGN WEEK RI culminating
party! Announcing the first RI Design Hall of Fame awardees
and celebration with design friends, creative, state and business
leaders.
PARTNER EVENTS: RISD hosts the Keynote Speaker; the City
of Providence leads a Design Charette; Epic Decade challenges
systems change; AIGAri celebrates 10 years; AIA brings regional
colleagues; ASLA hosts PARKing Day; A Better World by Design
hosts year 6; and so much more!

Design Week to spotlight growing R.I. industry
Excerpted from story by Patricia Daddona
Providence Business News Staff Writer
Posted August 11, 2014
http://pbn.com/Design-Week-to-spotlight-growing-RI-industry,99139

with the Business Innovation Factory’s 10th anniversary summit
on Sept. 17-18 at the Trinity Repertory Company, and on the
other with the 2014 American Institute of Architects New England
Regional Conference, hosted at the Providence Biltmore Hotel by
the AIA’s Rhode Island chapter from Sept. 26-28.

Rhode Island is home to an estimated 2,000 individual designers and firms ranging in focus from graphic arts to industrial design, and as such, the ideal place to host the state’s first design
week, says Lisa Carnevale, co-founder of DesignxRI.

Centralized in the capital with events throughout the state,
Design Week RI will include a reception on Sept. 22 and a “4x4
Speaker Series” showcasing local design talent from Sept. 22-25
at Aurora Providence on Westminster Street, Carnevale added.

The organization is in the process of obtaining nonprofit status
and launching its first major event, dubbed Design Week RI: a
Sept. 17-27 celebration of the design industry in its many incarnations – graphics, industrial, architectural, landscape, Web design
and more, she said.

One of the speakers at Design Week RI will be Seth Goldenberg, founder and CEO of Epic Decade, a Jamestown-based global
design firm. Goldenberg plans to launch a training program at the
event that would teach business leaders “design thinking” methodology.

“We’re working to coalesce the design talent and raise awareness of good design resources we have in Rhode Island, pull together designers, create a critical mass and tell the outside world
about the talent that’s here,” said Carnevale, also a principal with
Myranda Group, a Providence-based communications firm.

“A lot of what our work is about is being more transparent and
showing business leaders how design thinking works and helping
them practice it themselves,” he said.

An outgrowth of Make It Happen Rhode Island, DesignxRI
formed in March 2013 with a $45,000 grant from the Rhode Island Foundation, but wasn’t able to pull the Design Week RI concept together until this year, Carnevale said. Differently styled
design weeks are popular across the U.S., particularly in large
cities, including New York City, Boston, San Francisco and Kansas
City, she said.

Key partners in Design Week RI are the city of Providence and
Rhode Island School of Design.
Continued on page 9

INFO

@JPLARUE.COM
John P. LaRue, CPSI

DesignxRI is also developing a Web-based database of designers, she added.
“People [would] tell me they need a designer but they couldn’t
find one in Rhode Island, so they hired one out of Boston,”
Carnevale explained, citing the need for this type of gathering.
“They didn’t even know where to go to look – that happens all
the time.”
Actually 11 days in length, Design Week RI overlaps on one end

BigToys * Rocks & Ropes
Columbia Cascade * TotTurf

www.jplarue.com
www.playgroundregs.com

P.O. Box 209

800.986.3716 TF tel
866.222.2561 TF fax
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DESIGN WEEK RI
Continued from page 6

“This is a key event for pushing the design industry forward in terms of economic development and cultural
awareness about the value of these businesses in our city
and state,” said Lynne McCormack, director of the city’s
Department of Art, Culture and Tourism within the economic-development division.
As a first-time event, Design Week RI has the potential to
raise awareness and enable practitioners and professionals
to make connections, McCormack said.
“I think it’s going to really galvanize the community in a
way that’s important,” she said. “Design-based businesses
all have their own industry networks, but this is going to be
the first time all of these businesses will be brought together to share best practices and networking.”
“One of the things we particularly like about the event is,
it spotlights creativity and it engages a diverse audience in
discussions about different facets of design,” said Bethany
Costello, RISD’s associate director for community relations.
The festivities will include panel discussions; a marathon
version of a meeting for networking called a “clambake”;
evenings in which design studios in and beyond Providence,
including the towns of Warren and Pawtucket, are opened
to the public; an as-yet unannounced keynote speaker
hosted by RISD; and a Design Hall of Fame, for which DesignxRI was seeking nominations through Aug. 8, Carnevale
said.
Through RISD and in its own right, Rhode Island has continued to evolve as a magnet for designers, Carnevale said,
an identity that is documented in a recent report called
“Creative Industries in Rhode Island” compiled by the
Rhode Island Citizens for the Arts. The report shows the
sector gained 770 jobs and 460 new businesses between
2011 and 2012, based on information culled from Dunn &
Bradstreet registered businesses.
“There’s a lot of design and designers in Rhode Island,”
Carnevale said, “but there’s no real organization for all of
design, so to be able to find a designer in Rhode Island is
hard. They’re kind of all siloed.”
From RISD to Johnson & Wales University, which is developing its graphic arts and digital media offerings, to Roger
Williams University, whose school of architecture is growing, Rhode Island has a broad community of designers to
tap into, Carnevale said.
“There are more people graduating with design degrees,
so design has become more noticeable as a resource for a
lot of industry sectors,” she said. “In Rhode Island, the history of design is in manufacturing. Providence has the second-most industrial designers after Detroit. It’s always been
here. It’s just starting to reveal itself more as other industries and sectors start to value it more.”

HALS Call for Submissions
The RIASLA HALS (Historic American Landscape Survey)
Chapter Representative Elena M. Pascarella, PLA, ASLA, is
requesting members to send suggestions for endangered
historic landscapes here in Rhode Island.
Three to four of the suggested landscapes will be included in a HALS Fact Sheet that will be submitted to
ASLA National and uploaded to the HALS page at the National Park Service website.
Please follow this link fill out the form: http://rhode
islandasla.org/hals/ or email Elena directly at emp@
landscapeelementsllc.com to help recognize Endangered
Historic Landscapes in Rhode Island.
All suggestions will be considered for inclusion on the
HALS Fact Sheet but the 3-4 most endangered sites will
be selected for submission to ASLA National.
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Upcoming Event s of Int er est
September 15 – 6 P.M.
RIASLA Excom Meeting
To be held at Flatbread Pizza Restaurant, 161 Cushing St.,
Providence. Phone: 401.273.2737. There is convenient offstreet parking at the restaurant. All members welcome. For
more information contact President Kurt Van Dexter at kurt
vandexter@gmail.com
September 17-27
DESIGN WEEK RI
Inaugural 11-day celebration of the Rhode Island design
community. For more info: info@designxri.com
September 18 – 7 P.M.
URI LAR Lecture Series
“Landscape as Urbanism”
Speaker Charles Waldheim, John E. Irving Professor of L.A.
and Chair of the Department of Landscape Architecture,
Harvard University. To be held in Weaver Auditorium,
Coastal Institute, URI Kingston campus. For more information contact 874-2983 or to wagre@uri.edu.
September 19 – 9 A.M. to 4 P.M.
PARK(ing) Day Providence
To be held at parklets throughout Providence. See maps at
http://rhodeislandasla.org/parkingday/
.September 28 – 4 P.M.
Preservation Celebration & Rhody Awards
Preserve Rhode Island and the Rhode Island Historical Preservation & Heritage Commission reception and awards ceremony for Rhody Awards for Historic Preservation. To be held
at Aldrich Mansion, Warwick. For more information, contact
272-5101or http://www.preserveri.org
October 9 – 7 P.M.
URI LAR Lecture Series
“What if Parks Could Dream?”
Speaker Jamie Maslyn Larson, RLA ASLA, Principal West 8
New York, New York City, NY. See Sept. 18 listing.
October 20 – 6 P.M.
RIASLA Excom Meeting
To be held at Meritage Restaurant, 5454 Post Road, East
Greenwich. Phone: 401.884.1255. There is convenient offstreet parking at the restaurant. See Sept. 15 listing.
October 30 – 7 P.M.
URI LAR Lecture Series
Speaker Kate Orff, Partner, Scape Landscape Architecture,
New York, NY. Title to be announced. See Sept. 18 listing.
November 13 – 7 P.M.
URI LAR Lecture Series
Richard Roark, ASLA, Partner, The OLIN Studio, Philadelphia,
PA. Title to be announced. See Sept. 18 listing.

November 17 – 6 P.M.
RIASLA Excom Meeting
To be held at Wicked Fish Restaurant, 20 South County Trail (Route
2 north of Schartner’s), North Kingstown. See Sept. 15 listing.
November 21 to 24
ASLA Annual Meeting & Expo
To be held at Colorado Convention Center, Denver. Early registration deadline Oct. 17. For more information, http://www.asla
meeting2014.com/

Congratulations!
To Nathan and Mae Socha
on the birth of their son,
Leo Augustus Socha, born
July 13, 2014 at 12:49 a.m.,
weighing 7 lbs. 3.9 ounces.
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