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What is HALS? 
During the past 20 years, historic preservation has grown 

beyond protecting buildings and structures to include historic 
landscapes that have regional or national significance. The His-
toric American Landscapes Survey (HALS) plays an important 
role in documenting these landscapes by collecting and preserv-
ing information about them. HALS does not limit development, 
no land is purchased, and property rights are unaffected. If the 
physical character of the region cannot be protected through 
other means, HALS ensures a lasting record of the landscape in 
its historic context will endure in plans and images.  

HALS is a federally funded program with a paid staff em-
ployed by the National Park Service. Much of the work is ac-
complished through paid summer internships or through volun-
teer efforts by licensed landscape architects 

The American Society of Landscape Architects (ASLA) en-
tered a tripartite Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) in 
2001 with the U.S. National Park Service and the Library of Con-
gress to cooperate on documenting historic American land-
scapes through The Historic American Landscape Survey – 
HALS.  

Hals helps to record our past  
while providing current benefits 

HALS was established to document landscapes that serve as 
tangible evidence of our nation’s heritage and development. 
The program achieves this purpose through written descrip-
tions, measured drawings, and photographic documentation. In 
addition to chronicling significant and increasingly at-risk land-
scapes for future generations, HALS provides a wide range of 
practical uses today. For example: 

HALS has helped to document the status of and threats to 
Revolutionary and Civil War battlefields.  

HALS has produced detailed inventories of a growing num-
ber of national cemeteries and is developing interactive sys-
tems to make information more accessible to the public.  

Following Hurricane Katrina, HALS staff provided FEMA and 

state and local officials with maps that guided bulldozers and 

other heavy equipment around and through historic districts 

during the massive cleanup process. 

Rhode Island Landscape Architects  
and historic landscapes  

In 2001, William MacKenzie Woodward, architectural histo-
rian (now retired) at the RI Historic Preservation & Heritage 
Commission, authored and published a monograph titled 
“Historic Landscapes of Rhode Island.” This monograph pro-
vides a survey of the various types of Rhode Island’s historic 
properties describing their development from early colonial 
settlements to the 20th century. I helped to document some of 
the vernacular landscapes that are presented in this mono-
graph having the opportunity to visit, photograph and provide 

Continued  on page 4 

The Historic American Landscape Survey  
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President’s Letter 
Kurt Van Dexter, ASLA 

    It feels rather odd to me that my chapter presidency is al-
ready coming to a close. The last year has been a wonderful 
learning opportunity and period of personal growth for me.  
I first jumped into the role as chapter president knowing  
I would somehow ‘figure-it-out.’ The last three months or so, I 
have felt that I am moving along in full stride. Now I feel the 
finish line has appeared out of nowhere. Sort of like life itself,  

I suppose. This is the time of year for both reflection and celebration. In October, the sea-
son of ‘Fests’ swirled around us. Among the plethora, I noticed an Electoberfest, Rockto-
berfest, Archtoberfest, and of course the original, and my personal favorite: Oktoberfest.  

In many ways, I feel that October is a perfect time to celebrate landscape architecture 
because with the foliage in full regalia, the public is much more aware of the land, its 
form, and the plant species that populate it. Perhaps this is something to think about as 
we move forward. 

Design Week RI 

Speaking of recent festive celebrations, in September the first Design Week RI was held. 
This event was the culmination of about a year and a half of vision, planning and close 
collaboration. We will soon be planning for Design Week RI 2015. This was the first com-
prehensive celebration of DESIGN in this state. We in Rhode Island have the third highest 
per capita of designers in the country, ranked directly behind New York and California, 
and certainly worth celebrating. I hope in the future, the RIASLA chapter can continue to 
be involved in this collaborative endeavor.  

An outgrowth of Design Week RI is the Design Hall of Fame. The RI Design HOF inaugu-
ral induction ceremony took place Thursday evening, September 25th at the Providence G, 
and it was exciting to have had an active role in the development of this process. 

The inaugural RI Hall of Fame recipients include: William Warner, Architect; Aiden 
Petrie, Industrial Designer; Stephen Durkee, Architect; and Martin Keen, Industrial De-
signer. 

Let’s work toward having a landscape architect included in the mix of RI Design Hall of 
Fame nominees next year!  Over the years, we have had several landscape architects in 
Rhode Island who have, through their work, made major contributions to the betterment 
of our state. And with regard to Design Week RI, it would be a welcome sight to see the 
landscape architecture profession have a more visible presence among the design profes-
sionals representing other design disciplines. 

PARK(ing) Day Providence 

PARK(ing) Day Providence 2014, now in its second year, once again was a resounding 
success! I wish to express a special Thank You to Hoogendoorn Nurseries Inc. for its gen-
erous support of RIASLA on PARK(ing) Day, in providing the plants for our Parklet! Also, a 
special Thank You to Dan Danvers of Aquidneck Landworks, who picked up and delivered 
the plants, and helped to ‘man’ the RIASLA Parklet for the day!    

PARK(ing) Day is always held on the third Friday of September, world-wide. We will 
begin planning for PARK(ing) Day Providence 2015 during the next few months. Let us 
know if you or your firm would be interested in getting your name out there through civic 
engagement and public collaboration.  

 Chapter events 

Plans are slowly underway for our RIASLA Annual Holiday dinner. 

Details will be provided as soon as possible. Planning assistance is certainly welcome, 
and encouraged.  
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November RIASLA Excom meeting: Monday, November 
10th, starting at 6 p.m. It will be held at the Celestrial Café, 567 
South County Trail, Exeter. There is convenient off-street park-
ing at the restaurant. 

December RIASLA Excom meeting: Date and location TBA.  

Watch your email for invitations to the December holiday 

party. 

The past year has been great! It has been an honor for me 
to serve the chapter in this capacity, and I wish to express my 
thanks to all of you for your tremendous guidance and con-
tinuous support!  

Cheers! 

President’s letter... 

    Hello all! 

    I recently attended the start-of-
the-year cookout for the University 
of Rhode Island landscape architec-
ture students. The event was well 
attended, with representatives 
from the freshman(!) through the 
senior classes. What was made 

clear to me is that the students want to know “what’s out 
there?” in regard to opportunities and experiences in the pro-
fession of landscape architecture. It also reminded me how 
late in the game many students find out about our profession 
(try being a junior in college before even hearing the phrase 
“landscape architect”).  

Promoting the profession 

With the start of the new school year, it’s the perfect time 
to promote landscape architecture as a career option to stu-
dents. Every landscape architect – student or professional – is 
a resource for their local schools. Landscape architects can visit 
elementary schools, middle schools and high schools with a 
wealth of information provided by ASLA to make the visit fun 
and exciting for the students, the teachers (who always appre-
ciate the help) and perhaps sustain or rekindle our own enthu-
siasm for our profession.  

ASLA has produced resources to help you introduce the pro-
fession to the next generation of landscape architects. 
Launched this past April, two new educational resources are 
available that will help young people and teachers explore the 
landscape architecture profession, including a newly redes-
igned Career Discovery website and the new “Tools for Teach-
ers.” 

The Career Discovery website, aimed at students in middle 
school and high school, explains what a landscape architect 
does and how to become one. With a background that fea-
tures the evolution of Columbus Circle in New York City from 
sketch to reality, the website shows how landscape architects 
creatively solve complex urban and environmental issues 
through design. The website also includes two videos – 
“Personal Paths” and “Why Become a Landscape Architect?” – 
featuring landscape architects and designers discussing why  

landscape architecture is the perfect career for art- and sci-
ence-oriented students. 

“Tools for Teachers” is a new education hub for K-12 teach-
ers. It is loaded with fun, free classroom activities that will in-
spire lesson plans and start classroom dialogues about land-
scape architecture. It includes links to all of ASLA’s educational 
resources, including:  

Hands-on classroom activities aligned to national teaching 
standards; 

The Roof is Growing! green roof education program; 

Designing Our Future: Sustainable Landscapes pages offer-
ing educational animations, case studies and K-12 classroom 
activities; 

A link to a reservation form to visit the green roof on 
ASLA’s Washington, D.C. headquarters. 

Talking with the URI students reminded me once again why 
I love being a landscape architect, and I hope I have the same 
opportunity to speak with the RISD students. I encourage all of 
you to get out there and experience the same rejuvenation! 

ASLA national meeting 

Attend the 2014 ASLA Meeting in Denver, to be held Nov. 
21 to 24. Hotels are selling out! Don’t miss it and register 
NOW! Information and a mobile app are available for 
download at asla.org 

See you in Denver! 

 
Trustee’s Report                                Karen Beck, FASLA 
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hand-drawn plan layouts of the many farmsteads throughout 
southern Rhode Island. 

The various Rhode Island landscapes that are documented 
in this monograph include: 

 Designed landscapes that include parks and other 
public spaces, residential properties and private es-
tates, cemeteries, academic and municipal campuses. 
Designed landscapes are defined as landscapes for 
which a “conscious, aesthetics-driven design effort is 
documented through written or graphic sources”;  

 Vernacular landscapes that include villages, farm-
steads, and landscapes that evolve over time through 
the day-to-day use by people. 

Many Rhode Island landscape architects and designers have 
had the opportunity to work on historic landscapes. This work 
includes a variety of projects from small house museum gar-
dens to large public spaces. The National Park Service Secre-
tary of the Interior’s Standards for the Treatment of Historic 
Properties are followed for much of this work and those stan-
dards provide guidance for this work. 

HALS... 
Continued from page 1 

Smith’s Castle garden is pictured during restoration. 

Casey Farm – Saunderstown 
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Smith’s Castle – North Kingstown 

Landscape designer Hali Beckman of Hali Beckman Ltd. in 
Wickford has been involved with Smith’s Castle in North Kings-
town.    

Smith’s Castle, built in 1678, is a house museum at Co-
cumscussoc near Wickford village and one of the oldest houses 
in Rhode Island. Hali has worked with the Cocumscussoc Asso-
ciation, the owner of the property, in the design and restora-
tion of gardens surrounding the house. The garden at Smith’s 
Castle today is not a restoration of the original garden believed 
to have existed on the site in the 18th century when the prop-
erty was owned by the Updike family.  

This garden is designed in the spirit of the era and provides 
visitors with an educational experience into 18th century gar-
dens. The gardens at Smith’s Castle are technically considered a 
“re-creation” effort as per National Park Service definitions for 
historic landscapes. 

North Burial Ground – Providence 

Sara Bradford of Bradford Associates in Providence has been 
working on the historic North Burial Ground in Providence. The 
burial ground was established in 1700 with the first interment 
in 1711 and continues as a “working” cemetery today. With this 
long history one can follow the intriguing landscape history of 
cemetery design styles from burial ground through rural ceme-
tery and lawn park as well as people and events of Providence. 
This work has required extensive research of existing docu-
ments for the cemetery and its history.   

Bradford Associates has prepared extensive plans for the 
restoration of the cemetery and presented its thoughts on 
cemetery preservation at the April 2014 Rhode Island Historic 
Preservation Conference. There are a number of factors that 
impact cemetery design and restoration including maintenance 
and preservation of plots and monuments and appropriate tree 
planting and maintenance. 

Wilcox Park – Westerly 

I have had the opportunity to work on two landscapes in 

Westerly that were designed by Warren H. Manning, the foun-
der and first president of the ASLA. Manning was a native of 
Reading, Massachusetts, who met and worked for Frederick 
Law Olmsted before starting his own firm in 1896. Manning 
received the commission to work on Wilcox Park and while 
working on plans for the park he also worked on a design for a 

HALS... 

Continued  on page 6 

Wilcox Park – Westerly 
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garden area at the nearby residence of Charles H. Perry who 
was on the board of directors of the Westerly Public Library 
and Wilcox Park. 

I had the opportunity to work with Tom Elmore of Elmore 
Design Collaborative on the landscape restoration master plan 
of Wilcox Park in 2006. As with any landscape design project, 
the initial research of the site was critical but there was also 
extensive time spent researching historic documents and 
plans.  

We were faced with challenges that are present at many 
historic properties, such as aging plant material that must be 
replaced to maintain the integrity and character of the design; 
historic plant material that is now considered invasive and 
should thus not be replaced in kind; historic plant material that 
is now susceptible to pests and diseases and thus cannot be 
replaced in kind; overgrowth of plant material causing historic 
views to be obscured;  cultural shifts in the way that the prop-
erty is used. All of these challenges were addressed with a 
mind toward maintaining the historic integrity of Warren Man-
ning’s plan. 

HALS Initiative in Rhode Island 
As the HALS Liaison for the RI Chapter of the American Soci-

ety of Landscape Architects, I am initiating an effort to prepare 
a HALS FACT SHEET that will be posted on our chapter website 
as well as the National Park Service HALS website. This HALS 
FACT SHEET will present brief summaries of significant historic 
landscapes in Rhode Island and the ways that they are being 
impacted by changes in the landscape. Factors such as climate 
change, pending sea level rise and storms, new development, 
and the rampant growth of invasive plant material are having 
an impact on our landscapes.   

I invite you to participate and submit a paragraph describing 
the property and its historic significance along with some pho-
tographs that best represent the historic character of the site.  
Photos should be 300 dpi. I would like to prepare our HALS 
FACT SHEET in November and upload it to the various websites 
before the end of this year. This will help to raise awareness 
about Rhode Island’s historic landscapes and the importance 
of both documenting and preserving them.  

As landscape architects we have the obligation to be the 
stewards of Rhode Island’s historic landscapes.  

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.   

Elena M. Pascarella serves as the Rhode Island Chapter of 
ASLA HALS Liaison and is a member of the ASLA Historic Land-
scape Preservation Professional Practice Network’s executive 
committee. She is the principal of Landscape Elements LLC, a 
landscape architecture firm based in Warwick. She can be 
reached at 401-921-2667 and emp@landscapeelementsllc.com.  

HALS... 
Continued from page 5 
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RIASLA Excom Associate Member at Large Domini Cunningham 
was Research Assistant – Photography as part of the design 
team for The Phenology Project submitted to the 2014 ASLA 
Professional Awards by Auburn, AL | Landscape Performance 
LAB, Auburn University’s School of Architecture, Planning & 
Landscape Architecture. The project received an Honor Award. 

PROJECT STATEMENT: The Phenology Project is a multiyear 
investigation that monitors the spatial and textural qualities of 
plants as they change through the seasons. Through careful 
observation, an expanding palette of plants are photographed 
each week for the entire year to record how the transparency, 
tone, and texture of each plant changes. As the ephemeral 
attributes are documented through photographs, the research 
team continues to experiment with innovative representa-
tional techniques that enable designers to understand, con-
ceptualize and employ these dynamic plant qualities in land-
scape design. 

CAREFUL OBSERVATION: Capturing the ‘Right’ Data. The 
Phenology Project advances the documentation of plant 
phenology beyond written descriptions of bloom dates, and 
captures the spatial and textural qualities of the plants during 
each phenological event. Through a series of still photographs 
taken from the same vantage point at the same time each 
week, the ephemerality of an expanding palette of plants is 
chronicled through an entire season. To date, a total of 15,396 
photographs have been recorded through the Phenology Pro-
ject. Only seven species have been included in this submission. 

EXPERIMENTAL REPRESENTATION: RePresenting that Data 
Effectively. The Phenology Project confronts the misconcep-
tion that plants are static, structural objects, and advocates 
that they are dynamic, relational shifters that dance in and 
through the landscape. This nuanced perspective is ultimately 
tested by how one approaches design. The research team has 
used a number of design proposals to test and reveal the po-
tential limitations of the research gathered thus far. Each de-
sign exploration provides an independent feedback loop to 
further inform the data capturing as well as the experimental 
representation processes. Each year the research team has 
taken on at least one major design project to explore how the 

ephemeral fluctuation of plants are able to strategically inform 
the structure and spatial qualities of the landscape. 

RIASLA Board Member Part of  2014 ASLA Award-winning Team 

“It’s a graphically beautiful and practical way of 
showing seasonal horticulture. . . It offers a snap-
shot view of a plant, and how it survives and 
evolves through different seasons. That informa-
tion is so completely and thoroughly communi-
cated that others can apply it to their projects.” 

– 2014 Awards Jury 

http://www.hillworks.us/research.html
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RESTON, VIRGINIA – October 6, 
2014  — Dawne Broadfield has 
been selected as the 2014–2015 
Member Board Executive (MBE) 
Observer to the Board of Directors 
for the Council of Landscape Archi-
tectural Registration Boards 
(CLARB).  

     As the MBE Observer to the 
CLARB Board of Directors, Broad-

field will participate in all Board meetings not only to be a con-
duit of information to all Member Board Executives but also to 
provide the perspective of a Member Board Executive to the 
CLARB Board of Directors when it is deciding on enhancements 
to examination and other processes. Broadfield will also serve 
as CLARB’s MBE Committee Chair during the 2014–2015 fiscal 
year.  

The position of MBE Observer was created in 2009 to in-
crease two-way communication with CLARB’s Member Boards 
and include broader perspectives in the leadership dialogue.  

Broadfield is the Member Board Executive for the Rhode 
Island Board of Examiners of Landscape Architects, which she 

joined in 2013. 
She has served 
on CLARB’s MBE 
Committee since 
2013.  

About CLARB  

Since 1970, 
CLARB has been 
dedicated to 
ensuring that all 
individuals who affect the natural and built environment 
through the practice of landscape architecture are sufficiently 
qualified to do so. CLARB and its members work together to 
establish standards for education, experience and examination 
required for the professional licensure of landscape architects. 
CLARB’s members include the licensure boards that regulate 
the profession of landscape architecture in the United States; 
Puerto Rico; and the Canadian provinces of Alberta, British Co-
lumbia and Ontario.  

For more information, please contact Missy Sutton, CLARB 
Communications Specialist at msutton@clarb.org or 571-432-
0332.  

Rhode Island Executive Selected as  
Board Observer of  CLARB  

Dawne Broadfield 

 

mailto:msutton@clarb.org
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November 6 to 8 

Providence Symposium – Not Always Easy: Building the New 
Urban Experience 
Three days of speakers, panels and tours to be held at 
Industrial Trust Building, 111 Westminster St., Provi-
dence. Featured speakers include Mark Mallory, former 
mayor of Cincinnati; Gabe Klein, former director DOT Chi-
cago and Washington, DC; and Richard Galvin, founder 
and president, CV Properties; and others. For registration 
information, providencesymposium.com 

November 10 – 6 P.M. 
RIASLA Excom Meeting 
To be held at Celestial Cafe, 567 South County Trail (Route 2 – 
Oak Harbor Village) Exeter. All members welcome. For more 
information contact President Kurt Van Dexter at kurtvandexter 
@gmail.com 

November 13 – 7 P.M. 
URI LAR Lecture Series  

Richard Roark, ASLA, Partner, The OLIN Studio, Philadelphia, 
PA. Topic: “Lifelines: Design for Fast Geographies and Commu-
nity Resiliency.” To be held in Weaver Auditorium, Coastal Insti-
tute, 1 Greenhouse Road, URI Kingston campus. For more infor-
mation contact 874-2983 or wagre@uri.edu.  

November 21 to 24 

ASLA Annual Meeting & Expo 
To be held at Colorado Convention Center, Denver. For more 
information or to register, http://www.aslameeting2014.com/ 

Mid-December 

ASLA Annual Holiday Party 
Invitations will be emailed to RIASLA members.   

Deadline Jan./Feb. 2015 issue is December 1 

Email news to: riaslanews@aol.com  

Email ads to: nsocha@beta-eng.com 
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