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Student collaborative
produces first
Comprehensive
Master Plan for the
city of Central Falls
DESINE-Lab at RISD and the Urban Systems
studio in the Division of Architecture and Design
are currently involved in producing the city of
Central Fall’s first Physical Master Plan Study.
DESINE-Lab is run by Elizabeth Dean Herman and
Daniel Feldman.
The core objectives of this master plan focus on strengthening the 1.3-square-mile city’s identity, navigability, economic
foundation and community. In doing this, the work is structured around five conceptual ideas – Central Falls as:
Urban Village

Clear distinction between where you came from and
when you enter Central Falls
Shared and communal spaces that help create common
identity

Activities and programs for the community
● Urban Weave

Symbolic highlighting of the history, diversity and
cultures of Central Falls through community events
Improve the physical weaving of pedestrian routes
across and through the city and incorporate strengthened lateral connections with open space to create
integrated networks
● Urban Watershed

Use natural topography to distinguish the core and
subcommunities of the city

 Use the watershed metaphor as a framework for creat-

ing gathering spaces for
people

 Currently only 3% green
space, want more pervious surfaces for water as
well as more gathering
places for people

 Management and purification of surface runoff
● Urban Learning Web

 Strengthen physical and programmatic connections
between learning institutions
 Strengthen the public library’s role as a center of knowedge sharing with expanded programming and greater
connectivity to individuals and other institutions
● Urban Engine

 Develop local and regional economic drivers
 Support existing small and local businesses through programs like skills training and educational opportunities

 Foster inter-institutional partnerships to contribute to
large scale economic development
Continued on page 5
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President’s Letter
Megan Gardner, ASLA
Greetings and Happy New Year to one and all! 2015 is
going to be a fabulous year for the chapter and I hope it
brings forth amazing opportunities and experiences for everyone. It is such a pleasure to move forward with RIASLA as your
new Chapter President. This past year as President-elect has
been a great learning experience for me, in partnership with
our very active and committed Executive Committee.
So why don’t I begin by expressing gratitude toward those
experienced individuals who have mentored and guided me thus far. Without their volunteered service, we would not be able to bring to you all of the benefits of membership as
well as the promotion of our profession and support for those studying to join our ranks.
Thanks go out to Kurt Van Dexter, Jenn Judge, Anjali Joshi, Barbara Petrarca, Richard
Sheridan, Nathan Socha, Domini Cunningham and Sallie Sirhal. A very special thanks to
Karen Beck, who serves multiple roles within the chapter and never ceases to amaze with
her knowledge, vast ASLA network and great sense of humor. Welcome to Kelly Carr, who
will serve as President elect this year, and to all those continuing in their leadership roles
– I thank them for their commitment to new and continued responsibilities.
2014 Highlights
I look forward to getting busy this year, but first a quick look back at some of last year’s
ASLA highlights – specifically, the 2014 Chapter President’s Council meetings and Advocacy Day in Washington, D.C., last April. This gathering of fellow Chapter Presidents really
served to introduce me to the breadth of our membership chapters and to compare
these contrasts with where we share common ground. Break-out sessions focused on:
How to Brand our Chapter, Partnering with Allied Professionals and Recruitment Strategies for Membership.
Advocacy Day was an amazing opportunity to meet with Senator Jack Reed and staff
members from both Senator Whitehouse and Representative Langevin’s offices to discuss
transportation policies and connecting communities through Complete Streets and Safe
Routes to Schools programs. Our timing was impeccable as we were able to sit in the
gallery of the Environment and Public Works Committee session during the mark-up of
the Transportation Bill – exciting!
In September, Providence hosted the first DesignXRI week, which culminated in the
inaugural Rhode Island Design Hall of Fame Awards ceremony. Kurt Van Dexter played a
key role in organizing and planning this very successful event. How amazing to be witness
to so much design talent showcased in our great capital city! We also organized another
fun and successful PARK(ing) day Providence featuring 35 parklets creatively designed
and maintained by dedicated and talented teams and individuals. Thanks to the city of
Providence and all the sponsors of that great event.
In November, I attended the ASLA Annual Meeting and Expo in Denver, Colorado, preceded by Chapter President’s Council meetings. It is always a benefit to be amongst thousands of fellow practitioners and students for knowledge building, networking and fun!
Break-out sessions focused on: Planning a Large Chapter Event and Chapter Sponsorship
Best Practices.
2015 Goals & Events
As Chapter President, I would like to share with you some of our continuing and new
goals and proposed events for this year:
 Increase our membership by 10 percent
 Integrate more students into the Chapter
Continued on page 3
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President’s letter...
 Initiate Portfolio Review Night and Job Shadowing Program
 Host a graphics workshop
 Plan and celebrate World Landscape Architecture Month
– April 2015
 Promotion of “What’s Out There” event sponsored by
Cultural Landscape Foundation in Newport – May 2015
 Organize a bike tour along one or several of our amazing
bike trails
 Organize a summer polo outing at Newport Polo Grounds
 Design and publish a Chapter brochure
 Collaborate with AIAri and the Boston and Connecticut
ASLA chapters for events and workshops
 Organize a pop-up parks event in Providence – Summer
2015
These are just some of the ideas discussed and in the works
within the chapter at this time. I look forward to your communication describing your interest toward the planning of these
events or insights on how to reach these goals.

I would like to close by sharing a recent experience, which I
believe exemplifies great possibilities for the future of our profession, local economy and in our society moving progressively
forward. I attended a hearing by the State Planning Council
who voted to adopt the new Economic Development Plan for
Rhode Island as part of the long-range planning effort led by
the RI Division of Planning. The plan calls for innovation, strong
workforce development, better public education, regulatory
reform, accountability, promotion of green infrastructure and
strengthening and enhancing of our cultural and natural resources. Although the plan itself became somewhat controversial and newsworthy, it leads me to believe that Rhode Island
design professionals will have more opportunities to affect
positively the built and natural environment through collaboration of integrated teams.
The next ExCom meeting is scheduled for Wednesday,
January 7 at the Roger Williams Park Dalrymple Boathouse, at
6 p.m. All are invited to attend. Also, be sure to check out the
RIASLA website as events and posts are frequently updated.
Once again, I look forward to serving as President this year and
am open to your input and opinions. Bring it on!

Trustee’s Report
Annual Meeting Update
Hello all!
Megan Gardner, Kurt Van Dexter and I attended the Annual
Meeting in Denver, Colorado,
where a good time was had by all
and much was accomplished. At its
meeting, the Board of Trustees:
approved the 2015 program and capital expense budgets and
the 2015 Annual Operating Plan; the 2015 strategic objections
for the association; the headquarters renovation; and a public
policy statement on environmental justice (see further on this
below). The Board also defined the guidelines for board performance expectations; discussed the status of the Sustainable
Sites Initiative™ and new relationship with the Green Building
Certification Institute; and acknowledged the outgoing trustees for their service on the Board.
The Environmental Justice Policy Statement just approved
reads as follows: “ASLA believes that all persons have the right
to equitable access to environmental and community benefits
in order to have a healthy environment in which to live, work,
and learn. No group of people should bear a disproportionate
share of the negative consequences resulting from public or
private development, operations, or policies. Planning and
design decision making processes should provide for fair and

Karen Beck, FASLA
meaningful public participation opportunities for all communities and interests. Environmental and community planning and
design should equitably assess and balance the socioeconomic
impacts of proposed environmental and land use decisions.
Moreover, ASLA encourages policies and practices that proactively recognize the presence and needs of vulnerable populations and ensure that their concerns and constraints are
equitably addressed.”
This policy statement was made especially pertinent and
timely to me after I listened to the keynote speaker for the
opening General Session (always a highlight of the meeting for
Continued on page 4
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Trustee...
Continued from page 3

me), Dr. Robert Bullard. Dr. Bullard is known as one of the fathers of the environmental justice movement, and in his
speech he noted that true sustainability is a three-legged stool:
it rests on environmental sustainability, economic sustainability and equity. However, equity, Bullard believes, is still too
often left out. This is a problem because “a community can’t
be sustainable if it’s not equitable.”
Bullard has spent the past 30+ years mapping social vulnerabilities across the country. He has identified “disaster hot
spots” – areas of the country where there are multiple overlapping high-risk factors. Perhaps not surprisingly, most of the
many layers of high risk are in areas where there are higher
levels of minorities: the South, Southwest and, especially,
Southeast areas of our country.
“There is still a Southern legacy of inequality. So it’s not a
coincidence that the South is also the most environmentally
degraded region of the nation.” Graphic after unrelenting
graphic showed the worst health and environmental levels in
the country are in the Southeast, which makes the area least
resilient to disasters.
Today, African Americans are still the most vulnerable group
as well. “African Americans are 79 percent more likely to live
where industrial pollution poses the greatest health danger.”

In fact, in 2007, 56 percent of African Americans lived within 2
miles of a hazardous facility, and 69 percent live within 2 miles
of two or more facilities. As a result, asthma rates for African
Americans are 35 percent higher than for whites. “African
Americans are 13 percent of the population but 26 percent of
all asthma cases.” For Bullard, this is a huge waste of resources. He estimated some $56 billion is spent per year dealing with asthma. “Imagine what we could spend $56 billion
on?”
Bullard concluded that, “Addressing equity is a prerequisite
to achieving sustainable and livable communities.” The gaps in
health, parks and green space, and income are all interrelated. “We need more landscape architects and planners,
along with a few sociologists, in the room working on these
issues.”
The Sierra Club recently created a new national award that
bears the name of Dr. Robert Bullard. The new award will be
given annually to an individual or group that has done outstanding work in the area of environmental justice. The first
Robert Bullard Environmental Justice Award was presented
Nov. 21 to Rose Johnson, the former chapter director of the
Mississippi Sierra Club. The film “Come Hell or High Water”
follows Ms. Johnson’s work as she and Boston teacher Derrick
Evans fought to protect watershed communities in Mississippi
from the fouling and proposed destruction of Turkey Creek – a
13-mile stream that runs through ther neighborhood – as well
as her leadership against attempts to build toxic-waste landfills
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Continued from page 4
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and nuclear plants in towns around Gulfport, Mississippi.
New ASLA & RIASLA Officers Installed
In other Annual Meeting news, the annual installation of
officers was held on November 24, the final day of the 2014
meeting. Newly installed were: President K. Richard “Dick”
Zweifel; President-Elect Chad D. Danos; Finance VP Jeffrey A.
Townsend; Professional Practice VP Hunter L. Beckham; and
Membership VP Keith P. Wilson. Officers continuing their service are: Education VP Kay Williams; Government Affairs VP
Thomas R. Doolittle; and Communications VP Pamela J. Linn.
Mark A. Focht continues as Immediate Past President.
On the same schedule as the national installations, RIASLA
transitions its officers as well: Megan Gardner is now RIASLA
Chapter President; Kelly Carr is President-Elect; Members-atlarge are Richard Sheridan, Jenn Judge and Domini Cunninghan; Newsletter Liaison is Nathan Socha; Secretary is Anjali
Joshi; Kurt Van Dexter continues on the Executive Committee
as Past President, and I continue for one more year as Trustee.
I have also been acting as Treasurer for the last year. Thank
you very much to Barbara Petrarca who has faithfully served
the ExCom for a number of years and now joins her husband,
Wil Gates, in “retirement.”
Hope I saw you all at the RIASLA 2014 Holiday Party!

Out of this, and in coordination with Central Fall’s Director
of Planning Stephen Larrick, a site and project were identified,
designed and built this summer (2014) by students of the sixweek Design-Build Academy.
Design-Build Academy
Each summer the
Academy brings together 30 architecture students and
faculty from Javeriana University in
Bogota, Colombia,
with
RISD
(and
Brown
University)
students and faculty
to work with Central
Falls (65% of the
Project site layout
city’s population is
Colombian American) on a design-build project deemed critical
for the community’s needs.
These ‘actions’ are intended to be in keeping with the strategic master plan for the city and catalytic in their impact. Each
Continued on page 6
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DESINE-Lab...
Continued from page 5

‘action’ provided an opportunity to train members of the community in construction, project management, and leadership in
general. Each is intended to follow on the after-school programs
currently being run out of Central Falls High School – programs
in cooperation, leadership, entrepreneurship, and STEM. One of
the persistent complaints from citizens in Central Falls is that
“there is no ‘there’ there.” Working with lands currently owned

by the city, the team designed and built a “public square”
within the commercial zone of Dexter Street, which included
open space with paving, plantings and a covered outdoor shelter for community gatherings (see previous work done for the
Blossom Community Gardens at the Christian Chinese Church
in Pawtucket under the leadership of RISD Professor Silvia
Acosta).

One of the concerns in all of this work is meeting the needs
of and engaging all segments of the population. One side initiative this summer was to invite the multitude of auto repair
shops in Central Falls to work with the high school students in
a design challenge to create a fleet of three-wheeler taxis
(MOTO/YO) to transport people and goods (targeting elderly
and disabled in particular) within city limits. The public square
that the Academy built is strategically located near markets,
restaurants and other public amenities where it helps define
one of the stops, and a central destination, along this affordable local transportation route.
DESINE Lab’s other activities in summer 2014 included
bringing in Aviva Chomsky, a labor historian and professor at
Salem State University, who has written “Linked Labor Histo-
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ries,” which focuses on the relationship between Rhode Island’s
textile industry and Colombia, to give a public lecture at Slater
Mills on June 13.

For more information on this initiative of RISD | DESINE-Lab
and Pontificia Universidad Javeriana | PEI, visit www.desinelab
.org.
Also see Providence Journal May 13, 2014 article – “RISD,
Brown students unveil plan to transform Central Falls’ urban
landscape” by staff writer W. Zachary Malinowski at http://
www.providencejournal.com/breaking-news/content/20140
513-risd-brown-students-unveil-plan-to-transform-centralfalls-urban-landscape.ece
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I-Park 2015 Landscape/
Garden/Ecological Design
Artists in Residence Program
I-Park, located in rural East Haddam, Connecticut,
announces its 2015 multi-disciplinary artists-inresidence program. The program is open to landscape,
garden and ecological designers looking to expand and
enrich their creative practice in a retreat-like, collegial
setting – in the company of visual artists, music composers, writers and architects. Self-directed residencies will be
offered from May through November 2015. Most residencies
are four weeks in duration, though split (two-week) sessions
can occasionally be arranged to accommodate busy career
schedules. International applicants are welcome.
I-Park provides comfortable, private living quarters in an
1850s-era farmhouse, a private studio space and a food program. In addition to attentive staff support, shared workshop
space and an array of tools, equipment and site materials are
available on request.
While the typical residency revolves around studio work,
those wishing to undertake aesthetic interventions and conceptual investigations in nature will have broad access to I-Park’s
expansive landscape.

Work samples are evaluated through a competitive, juried
process. A $30 application fee helps defray the cost of the independent selection panel. Accepted designers are responsible
for their own work materials as well as transportation to and
from the area. The program is otherwise offered at no cost to
invitees.
There will also be a special Environmental Art Program in
September, 2015 (residency and exhibition) for which landscape/garden/ecological design proposals will be solicited.
Program details, application form and comprehensive FAQ are
available online at www.i-park.org. For more information,
contact Leslie Wolf, Residency Program Manager at info@
i-park.org or 860-873-2468.
Application deadline is January 19, 2015.

Page 10 / January – February 2015 / RIASLA

Upcoming Events of Interest
January 7 – 6 P.M.

March 4 – 6 P.M.

RIASLA Excom Meeting –– Dalrymple Boathouse, Roger Williams Park, Providence. All members welcome. For more information contact President Megan Gardner at megan@gardner
-gerrish.com

RIASLA Excom Meeting –– Location TBA. All members welcome.
For more information, see Jan. 7 listing.

February 4 – 6 P.M.
RIASLA Excom Meeting –– Location TBA. All members welcome.
For more information, see Jan. 7 listing.

February 12 – 7 P.M.
URI LAR Lecture Series –– Nathan Socha, ASLA, Beta Group, Lincoln, RI, and Cheryl Russ, Glen Gate Company, Wilton, CT. Title:
“Divergent Paths and Common Themes.” Weaver Auditorium,
Coastal Institute, 1 Greenhouse Road, URI Kingston campus. For
more information contact 874-2983 or wagre@uri.edu.

February 19 to 22
Rhode Island Spring Flower & Garden Show –– “Garden Adventures.” RI Convention Center, Providence. Thurs. - Sat. 10 to 8;
Sun. 10 to 6. For more information, flowershow.com

February 26 – 7 P.M.
URI LAR Lecture Series –– Robert Golde, ASLA, Partner, Towers|
Golde, New Haven, CT. Title: “Balancing Long Term Sustainable
Solutions with Short Term Client Needs.” For more information,
see Feb. 12 listing.

March 12 – 7 P.M.
URI LAR Lecture Series –– Peter Trowbridge, FASLA, Trowbridge
Wolf Michaels, Ithaca, NY. Title: “Is This What We Call Infrastructure?” For more information, see Feb. 12 listing.

April 9 – 7 P.M.
URI LAR Lecture Series –– Anne Whiston Spirn, author, photographer, landscape architect, MIT, Cambridge, MA. Title: “The Eye
is a Door – Landscape Photos and Art of Discovery.” For more
information, see Feb. 12 listing.

Deadline March / April 2015 issue is February 1
Email news & ads to: nsocha@beta-eng.com
RIASLA Newsletter is published bi-monthly
by the Rhode Island Chapter
American Society of Landscape Architects
The newsletter will publish news of interest to Landscape Architects
and allied professions, including upcoming meetings, awards,
job opportunities and other information.
RIASLA reserves the right to edit or reject any submissions.
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