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WESTERLY — The assignment was to build a park and a
parking lot that meet the Federal Emergency Management
Agency’s requirements for high-risk flooding areas using
local materials and incorporating green infrastructure
while creating a design that reflects the town’s existing
infrastructure and character.
A group of students in the University of Rhode Island’s
Landscape Architecture program devoted their fall
semester to studying, planning and eventually creating
proposals for the 2½-acre space on Canal Street near its
intersection with Friendship Street.
“We had to take in a lot of main issues that were pretty
limiting to the design,” said student Emily Sanchez. “The
emphasis was really to incorporate all the regulations, but
then think ‘OK, well how can we do this in the simplest
manner?’”
Following these guidelines while developing creative,
attractive designs was no easy feat, but the students
of Professor Richard Sheridan’s junior-level landscape
architecture class proved they were up to the task.
“I’m thrilled with what they did,” said Westerly Town
Planner Marilyn Shellman.
And not only did the assignment provide students with a
firsthand learning opportunity, but their ideas will also be
incorporated into the actual construction of a park area in
that location that will begin this spring, said Shellman.
The project was funded by a $1.1 million FEMA grant, of

which the town must match 25 percent, in order to ensure
the land meets the requirements for high-risk flooding
zones.
The property, which is located at 20, 22, 24 and 26 Canal
St., was severely damaged by the floods of 2010. Ensuring
that the land can withstand future flooding — a strong
possibility because of its proximity to the river — was of
chief importance to the students’ proposals.
“Resilience seemed to be a big buzzword among the
projects,” said Sheridan, who has been working with
Shellman to assign his students projects relating to the
Westerly area for many years.
Past design topics included a streetscape on Pierce Street
and a riverfront park on Canal Street in Westerly, along
with a recreation center for the Richmond Commons
development and a village design for the Wood River area
in Charlestown.
Even with a somewhat limiting set of guidelines, students’
designs included a wide range of ideas and creative
additions to the park. Many included a kayak launch area
to promote water recreation, while some added a stage,
which could serve as a space for outdoor community
theater. Others dreamt up natural-based play areas for
children. Sanchez’s design, for example, included a type
of playground made of natural materials, complete with a
treehouse and a series of boulders.
Explaining the inspiration for her design, Sanchez said, “In
this day in age, kids kind of lose their
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President’s Letter
Megan Gardner, ASLA

Greetings on a wintry afternoon. The good news
is that the days are getting longer and lighter – so
more opportunity to marvel at the massive snow
mounds everywhere…with more to come! I do my
best to appreciate winter for what it is – but I often
struggle to manage time for activities that winter
storms require = piling on extra clothes, shoveling,
hauling wood, filling bird feeders. Managing snow
removal is certainly time consuming, and I remark how snow creates behavior
modifications both behind the wheel in negotiating narrow roadways and
intersections, and as a pedestrian, with sidewalks buried and crosswalks
invisible beneath layers of ice patches and salt. I remind myself to slow down
and that this too shall pass. Harbingers of spring will eventually arrive.
We are busy with lots of planning at RIASLA. April is World Landscape
Architecture Month. Last year ASLA national reached out to IFLA, the
International Federation of Landscape Architects, with the intention to promote
the profession and share knowledge and experience with practitioners
worldwide. Please read Jenn Judge’s article on the recent Public Awareness
Summit to learn more about what this entails for our chapter.
RIASLA is currently collaborating with The Cultural Landscape Foundation
(TCLF) to help organize and promote What’s out there Weekend Newport! This
event will launch on Friday May 8th and include all day tours of multiple iconic
sites such as Chateau sur Mer, Fort Adams, and the Norman Bird Sanctuary.
This is a major event whose success will depend on the commitment of many
volunteers throughout the weekend. TCLF is looking to form partnerships with
potential sponsors and design professionals to find knowledgeable guides,
assist with tours, promote the event and help with sponsorship. Please consider
joining RIASLA in organizing and volunteering for this great event. For more
information, please cont act Elena Pascarella at emp@landscapeelementsllc.
com
I will be traveling to Washington DC in April accompanied by fellow Excom
members Kelly Carr and Karen Beck for the ASLA mid-year meetings. Schedule
includes Advocacy Day on Capitol Hill. This is an exciting opportunity to promote
the profession directly to our elected officials and defend programs important
to Landscape Architecture such as Transportation Alternatives Program and
the Innovative Stormwater Infrastructure Act. In addition, meetings with The
Chapter President’s Council provide a great forum to discuss best practices for
development and outreach as well as networking with colleagues throughout
the US.
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President’s Letter Continued...
RIASLA is also discussing the location and organization of
a spring time Pop up park event in Providence with the
involvement of student chapter members. Planning for
PARK(ing) Day Providence in September has begun with
consideratoin for expanding the number and location of
parklets throughout the city.
DesignxRI is currently developing a survey/needs
assessment to determine the number of design

Trustee’s Report
Karen Beck, FASLA

Hello All!
THERE IS STUFF GOING ON! ARE
YOU PARTICIPATING????
IN NATIONAL NEWS:
On January 23rd, the ASLA
Executive Committee was invited
to the White House and met with the White House Council
on Environmental Quality to discuss the administration’s
Climate Resilience Priority Agenda, which includes green
infrastructure, climate change, and sustainable natural
resources. The meeting provided an opportunity for
ASLA’s leadership to be briefed on the administration’s
efforts to make the nation’s natural resources more
resilient to change in climate and to identify opportunities
for the Society to contribute its members’ expertise to
the Agenda from a landscape architecture perceptive.
The administration has begun to implement the Agenda,
which will be tracked by the interagency Council of
Climate Preparedness and Resilience (the Departments
of Defense, Interior, and Agriculture; the Environmental
Protection Agency; the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration; the Federal Emergency Management
Agency; and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers). ASLA will
continue its dialogue with the administration and identify
opportunities to provide technical assistance related
to stormwater management solutions, sustainable and
resilient landscapes, and case studies for the Agenda’s
implementation and other federal initiatives.

businesses that exist in RI. Through RIASLA, We’ll ask you
to share about your design experience, work, business
and ideas for growing and connecting our amazing design
community. Stay tuned for this and other events as spring
approaches. Make sure to keep updated with happenings
and news at rhodeislandasla.org or contact me at megan@
gardner-gerrish.com
Lastly, ASLA is accepting entries for professional and
student awards. Please consider submitting your projects
for review at http://www.asla.org/honorsawards.aspx

During the last week in January, Senators Richard Burr
(R-NC), Michael Bennett (D-CO), and Kelly Ayotte (RNH) offered a bipartisan amendment to permanently
authorize the Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF).
Unfortunately, the amendment failed by a vote of 59-39,
with 60 votes needed for passage. During consideration
of the amendment, ASLA sent messages to each U.S.
senator urging their support for the Burr/Bennette/Ayotte
amendment and will continue its advocacy efforts on this
issue. The LWCF, paid for through a small percentage of
offshore oil and gas drilling receipts—not tax dollars—is
the most important program in protecting our nation’s
natural, cultural, historical, and recreational heritage. From
state and local assistance grants for neighborhood parks
and playgrounds to the protection of sacred American
battlefields, national parks, and other public lands, as
well as increased sportsmen’s access—LWCF is a critical
component in assuring that these lands will be
enjoyed by future generations. LWCF has a 50-year track
record of delivering successful locally driven projects—
many of which are planned and designed by landscape
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Trustee Report Continued...
architects. After 50 years of remarkable accomplishments,
LWCF’s authorizing legislation will expire this September.
Reauthorization prior to that time is vital so that
communities, landowners, and others relying on LWCF can
make plans based on the future integrity of the fund. Since
1965 the LWCF has provided matching grants to fund
the creation of more than 42,000 state and local parks,
playgrounds, urban wildlife refuges, greenways, trails, and
open spaces.
ASLA Government Affairs Manager Mark Cason participated
in a webcast of a congressional hearing hosted by the
Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works.
The hearing featured U.S. Department of Transportation
Secretary Anthony Foxx and state and local officials to
examine the need for federal transportation infrastructure
investments. The hearing also provided a forum to
discuss the importance of passing a long-term MAP-21
reauthorization to support the nation’s global economic
competitiveness. Manager Cason also participated in a
conference call on green infrastructure, which was hosted
by the EPA Green Infrastructure Collaborative, discussed

next steps regarding the administration’s stormwater
initiatives. The group discussed a potential project to
engage 25 U.S. cities on the designing, planning, and
implementation of stormwater approaches.
IN INTERNATIONAL NEWS:
ASLA Manager Lipscomb has signed a new partnership
agreement to become an Association Partner with the
Outdoor Design & Build Show, which is held annually in
Dubai. ASLA branding will be included on signage, the
event website, and in print materials throughout the
event. Copies of the April issue of Landscape Architecture
Magazine will also be on display. Manager Lipscomb is
working with the communications team and show staff
on a speaking opportunity for an ASLA representative at
the Outdoor Design & Build Show or the Urban Agenda
Conference, which is being held in conjunction with the
show.
IN STUDENT NEWS:
FIND A JOB (OR AT LEAST PREPARE FOR ONE)!
Once again, ASLA will offer a free internship posting on
JobLink during the months of February, March, and April.
There are currently 78 JobLink postings. Internships are
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one of the best things that a student can do to prepare
for a job as well as increase their worth in the competitive
job market. Internships/work experiences are almost
mandatory in their level of importance in the job market.

the reins to organize and produce the newsletter, but we
would love to have others that are interested involved to
help guide it in the years ahead. Sallie, thank you so much
for your service!

ASLA STUDENT AWARDS
It would be great to see Rhode Island’s accredited
landscape architecture programs better represented in
the national student awards arena. The RIASLA Chapter’s
Design Awards have seen some wonderful submissions
from the students, so consider submitting to National.
Entry payments and submissions must be received by:
Friday, May 22, 2015 for Student Awards and the fees
are not very high. Student Awards, ASLA Member: $55;
Student Awards, Non-member: $85 for first entry; $55
each additional entry. Please consider submitting!

The 2015 RIASLA LARE Review Schedule is posted and
available in this newsletter and on our website (www.riasla.
org). I have been organizing the chapter’s LARE reviews
now for the last 27 years, and for at least the last fifteen
years or so I have also been one of the only instructors.
During this same time frame, I was also involved with the
LARE on a national level, both with CLARB (2000-2005)
and with ASLA National on the LARE Prep Committee
as a committee member, Chairperson, and LARE review
instructor at thirteen (13) of last the ASLA Annual Meetings.
Folks, I’m getting tired (I’m OLD, you know!) and it would
be great to get some new blood to take over, or at least
help a little. If you are interested, please contact me.

IN LOCAL NEWS:
After many years of truly dedicated service (at least 13
that I am aware of ), Sallie Sirhal has stepped down as the
RIASLA Chapter Newsletter Editor. The issue that you are
holding in your hands is the first issue which hasn’t had
Sallie’s guiding hand, eagle eye, and true editorial design
savvy associated with it. Nathan Socha has picked up

This year is a RIASLA Chapter Design Award year, which
means that submissions will be due later this fall.
Categories (for professionals) include: large-scale built
projects, small-scale built projects, on-the-board projects,
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Trustee Report Continued...
planning and analysis, communications, and research.
Student categories include all of the above, with the
exception of the built categories. Call for entries will
go out within the next few months, and winners will be
announced at our Annual Holiday Party in December, so
begin planning your submissions!
SHHH!? It’s almost a secret! You may not be aware, but
2016 marks the thirtieth (30th!!!) anniversary of the Rhode
Island Chapter. Back in 1985, a few intrepid (but out-ofstate) members of the BSLA and CTASLA chapters decided
that Rhode Island had enough potential members to form
our own in-state chapter, and with a lot of enthusiastic
effort, the RIASLA was born. Throughout this next year,
planning will begin for our 30th birthday. The ExCom
hopes you will help make this a truly remarkable year of
celebration!

PUBLIC AWARENESS
SUMMIT 2015
Jenn Judge, ASLA

I had the opportunity to recently travel to Tampa for
the annual ASLA Public Awareness Summit. The goal
of the Summit was to identify the Chapter’s needs as
well as measure our expectations as public awareness
representatives for the year. National helped lend guidance
to attendees’ familiarity with PR and communications
activities through various speakers on these topics. Terry
Poltrack, Director of Public Relations/Communications of
ASLA, is proposing to create permanence for the Public
Awareness program in order to continue to have successful
efforts through the ASLA Chapter Public Awareness
Representatives as reflected in statics since the inception
of the program in 2011.
Several keynotes that were discussed were the following:
• Landscape Architecture Month is now World
Landscape Architecture Month
• Case Studies of Public Awareness efforts
• Social Media Resources
• World Landscape Architecture Month
LA Month is going global and is now World Landscape
Architecture Month! National has reached out to IFLA, the
International Federation of Landscape Architects, in effort
to promote the profession world-wide. On a local level,
National has asked that each Chapter chose a country
to reach out to as part of World Landscape Architecture
Month. The RIASLA Chapter has chosen Germany. We will
be connecting with landscape architects there to discuss
and collaborate on WLAM issues and ideas. Since this is the
first year of this world-wide effort, a lot of brainstorming
and discussions took place at the Summit as to how to
start the conversation abroad since there may be many
Chapters facing challenges such as, the language barrier,
the numbers of available of landscape architects to
collaborate with and taking that initial step as to where,
who and how to make that initial contact. Check back in
April for WLAM!
Case Studies of Public Awareness efforts
NJ and California Sierra Chapters-PARKing Day
Nick Tufaro, NJASLA and Dalton LaVoie, California Serria
Chapter Public Awareness representatives, shared great
ideas as well as their challenges when they presented
their PARKing Day presentations to us. They had a wide
range of participants during their event that included
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students, non-profit groups, and private sector
professional participants. They also shared a video of
their event that reflected public media interviews as well
several constructed parklets that were photographed
with participants throughout the day. I was happy to
share with the group about our last two PARKing Day
events and look forward to hearing how other Chapters
participate this year.

The RIASLA Chapter has a PARKing Day, Emerging
Professionals and RI Chapter-ASLA Facebook page. Please
be sure to check them out and stop by and ‘Like’ our pages.

ASLA-NY 100th Anniversary Video Production
Jennifer Nitzkey of the ASLA-NY Chapter shared
an amazing video production celebrating their Chapter’s
100th Anniversary. It was reflective of the importance of
landscape architects through the implementation and
celebration of iconic landscapes such as Central Park,
Prospect Park, Governer’s Island and the High Line. The
films choreography led you through interviews with
landscape architects and historic images regarding
the importance of these parks as well as the need for
sustainable landscapes with current day challenges. It
discussed the importance of ASLA leadership, funding
and collaboration that allows the Chapter to socially and
culturally help as stewards of the community. http://
aslany.org/100-year-anniversary-short-film/

In student Alexandra Ludas’ design, a community
vegetable garden was central to the park. Ludas explained
that the garden would serve as both a physically-attractive
feature and provide produce for the local food pantry.

Indiana Chapter-Earth Day and Beyond
April Wescott shared a great powerpoint of her
Chapter’s Public Awareness event as part of their Year for
Public Service project. It involved the volunteered efforts
of their Chapter’s members, community volunteers as
well as their synergistic efforts and collaboration with
Dean Hill. Their Chapter assisted from charrette to
installation of a sensory garden for a non-profit, Outside
the Box and the outcome was a very heart-warming and
rewarding experience for all involved.
All three presentations were very inspirational as setting
the bar high for all the Chapter representatives.
Social Media Resources
“Utilizing social media is the fastest and easiest way
to get your message out and build relationships with
members, sponsors and the community”. –ASLA Chapter
Public Relations Guidelines 2015
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Pintrest have all been
contributing conduits to share knowledge and expose
our profession to others. Promoting our profession of
landscape architecture has been a successful effort over
the last four years of according to National’s statistics
resulting from growth in local and national media
exposure through these various types of avenues of
opportunity.

URI Students Continued...

imaginations. They don’t just play outside anymore, so I
wanted to create that opportunity, to let them explore.”

Many of the students incorporated the assets of the
Westerly community into their projects, Sheridan noted,
such as this recognition of the thriving food-pantry
services, or the stage to reflect the community’s emphasis
on theater.
“They saw that Westerly had a unique character, and they
wanted to capitalize on that,” Sheridan said.
Students were also asked to create an adjacent parking
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URI Students Continued...

Council was particularly exciting — and nerve-wracking
for many.

lot to house some of the overflow from downtown. This
section of the land, at 20 Canal St, is owned by National “It felt very real to interact with the Town Council and
Grid, not the town, so the reality of including it in the Marilyn, the way we would with a client in a job,” she said.
“It definitely gave me a much clearer idea of what the
design remains uncertain, Shellman said.
professional experience would be like.”
“We’re hoping we’ll be able to use it for the parking.” she
said. “But there may be some restrictions. We may need to And for Sheridan, shepherding his students through this
process to their final ideas is equally rewarding.
wait a year or so before we can build on it.”
Even if the parking lot cannot be built, the students’ “I’ve got the best job in the world,” he said.
projects for the park space are still a major asset for town,
nlavin@thewesterlysun.com
Shellman said.
“We can kind of cherry pick from these ideas to include
in our design,” she explained. “It’s really beneficial for the
students and for us because we get ideas we haven’t
thought of.”
Speaking to the benefits from the student perspective,
Ludas said the project was the first assignment that
allowed her to translate her classroom skills to a real-world
scenario. Presenting their proposals to the Westerly Town
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UPCOMING EVENTS
March 3, 2015 6-8 pm
Beach SAMP Stakeholder Meeting
Coastal Engineering Solutions
URI Narragansett Bay Campus, Coastal Institute
Auditorium
March 4th 6 pm
RIASLA Excom Meeting
Dalrymple Boat house, Roger Williams Park, Providence,
RI
Wednesday, Mar. 11
RINLA Lecture Series
Progressive Solutions to Preserving Soft Coastal
Shorelines” with Dave Lager
March 12 – 7 P.M.
URI LAR Lecture Series –– Peter Trowbridge, FASLA,
Trowbridge Wolf Michaels, Ithaca, NY. Title: “Is This What
We Call Infrastructure?” For more information, see Feb. 12
listing.

April 9 – 7 P.M.
URI LAR Lecture Series –– Anne Whiston Spirn, author,
photographer, landscape architect, MIT, Cambridge, MA.
Title: “The Eye is a Door – Landscape Photos and Art of
Discovery.”
April 1st, 6 pm
RIASLA Excom Meeting
Meritage Restaurant, 5454 Post Road, East Greenwich, RI
401.884.1255.

PASSAGES:
Recently, the RIASLA was notified that on Thursday, July 24,
2014 Sharon Lee Mooney, who
was 56, died peacefully at home
on the farm in Portsmouth, RI
surrounded by close family and
dear friends. Sharon went to
RISD and achieved her Master’s
degree in Landscape Architecture and then practiced for
many years here. Her funeral was private.
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